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NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM


The Department of Solid Waste Management wishes to thank the residents of Frederick County for their enthusiastic support of the curbside recycling program.  The amount of recyclable materials being collected curbside is at its highest rate ever, due in part to the expansion of curbside service to new areas, but also thanks to the increased participation of households in areas that previously had service.  In the residential curbside program, 2,744,900 pounds of recyclable materials were collected in the month of April, which is a substantial increase from last year.

 Along with great strides being made to recycle more and waste less, the new program faces some challenges, including contamination of collected materials with non-recyclable items. Non-recyclable items placed in carts and bins decrease the efficiency of the program, increase program costs and reduce the value of the recyclable materials collected.  While some contamination is typical, the new single stream system has seen a slight increase in contamination rates.  The county hopes that outreach efforts and education materials available will assist in reducing the level of contamination.  Residents are asked to follow the guidelines for what is accepted in the recycling program, by referring to the lid of their cart, the list on their collection schedule, information on the county website (www.co.frederick.md.us/recycle), or by calling the Office of Recycling at 301-600-2960. 
Memorial Day Holiday to Affect Curbside Collection


Other information that is readily accessible to residents is their collection schedule; households that would like to obtain a copy of their schedule may visit ww3.co.frederick.md.us/pickupschedule. Awareness of the collection schedule is especially important for residents who will be recycling next week since, due to the Memorial Day holiday, normal curbside service routes will be changed.  There will be no curbside collection on Monday May 25 and all schedules will shift one day later than their normal pick-up for the remainder of the week.  
(…more…)

New Developments in the Single Stream Recycling Program—Page Two


The forward shift of collection days is an improvement from the old recycling program, in which residents would miss a week of collection if their regular schedule fell on a holiday; now collection simply moves one day later. (Refer to the chart below to see the shifted schedule.)  
	Regular Pick-up Day
	Holiday Shift Pick-up Day
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Monday May 25
	Tuesday May 26

	Tuesday May 26
	Wednesday May 27

	Wednesday May 27
	Thursday May 28

	Thursday May 28
	Friday May 29

	Friday May 29
	Saturday May 30



Questions regarding collection days, recycling service, carts, bins and other issues related to the curbside program should be directed to the county’s contracted service provider, Allied Waste Services, by calling 301-694-6498 or by sending email to frederickrecycles@republicservices.com. 
Visit the Department of Solid Waste Management’s website (www.co.frederick.md.us/recycle) for answers to frequently asked questions and information on single stream recycling as well as other programs for recycling items such as such as electronics, textiles, yard waste and more.  Those seeking more information about the county’s waste reduction and recycling initiatives may wish to contact the Office of Recycling at 301-600-2960 or via e-mail to recycle@fredco-md.net.



