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BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS 
OF MIDDLETOWN MARYLAND 

 

TOWN MEETING MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MEETING              December 9, 2013 

The first monthly meeting of the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown was called to order on 

December 9, 2013, by Burgess Miller at 7:00 p.m. in the Middletown Municipal Center, 31 W. Main 

Street, Middletown, Maryland.  Present were: Commissioners Jennifer Falcinelli, Larry Bussard, Richard 

Dietrick, Tony Ventre and Christopher Goodman. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Financial Statements 

Town Minutes – November 11, 2013 Town meeting 

Commissioner Bussard motioned to accept this consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Ventre and 

passed unanimously. 

 

PERSONAL REQUEST FOR AGENDA:  

Adam Cosden, Albright, Crumbacker, Moul & Itell, LLC – presented the FY13 audit to the Board.  A 

copy of Adam’s report is included with the minutes. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Resolution 13-01 – Middletown (County) Park Annexation – Commissioner Bussard stated that no-

one spoke for or against at the Public Hearing held on December 5, 2013.   

Motion by Ventre to adopt Resolution 13-01 adding 79.011 acres of real property to the corporate limits 

of the Town of Middletown, seconded by Bussard.  Motion carried 6-0. 

Burgess Miller stated that although the County park will be within the Town limits, the County will still 

continue to own and maintain the park. 

 

Replacement Truck Bids – Bruce Carbaugh presented the Board with 3 different bids to replace the 

truck that was stolen and set on fire.   

Motion by Commissioner Falcinelli to approve the bid from Crouse Ford for $45,979 and the bid from 

R&B Steel of $5,999 for the snow plow as presented, seconded by Dietrick.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Drew provided the Board with some budget amendments as to where we would get the funds to purchase 

this replacement truck.  Drew stated that we received $16,000 from LGIT (ins. For truck), $19,974 LGIT 

rebate on health insurance, walking trail and Walnut street projects both came in under budget which 

totals a savings of $62,970.   

Commissioner Dietrick motioned to pay for the replacement truck ($51,978) out of those monies, 

seconded by Bussard.  Motion carried 6-0.    

 

Response from Maryland Historic Trust regarding required easements for Memorial Hall – 

Burgess Miller stated that representatives of the MD Historical Trust visited the Memorial Hall on 

November 12, 2013.  Following the site visit the Trust determined that the scope of the Easement must 

include the exterior of the building and archeology on the property.  They removed the interior easement 
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as originally stated.  Burgess Miller proposed to the Board to make a final decision on this at the February 

meeting, all were in agreement with that. 

   

Active Adult Text Amendment-Planning Commission Response – Burgess Miller introduced the 

proposed Active Adult text amendment submitted by the Memar Corporation.  The Board will hold a 

public hearing on this in January.  Burgess Miller stated that the Planning Commission has reviewed this 

and made no recommendation at this time; they feel more information is needed.  Burgess Miller stated 

that this will be on the joint Town Board and Planning Commission meeting in January. 

 

Introduction of Ordinance 14-01-01 – Revisions to the Forest Conservation Act – Burgess Miller 

introduced Ordinance 14-01-01 relating to Forest Conservation to add definitions for the terms “priority 

funding area” and “stream restoration project”; to add exemptions from the forest conservation 

requirements; to amend the Town’s forest conservation ordinance in accordance with the State of 

Maryland Forest Preservation Act of 2013.  Burgess Miller stated that the public hearing will be 

scheduled in January. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES –  

WATER & SEWER – Commissioner Falcinelli reported: 

Water usage - 288,000 gallons per day 

Spring Flow – 126,000 gallons per day 

Reservoir repairs – Commissioner Falcinelli stated that the patch seems to be working only minimal 

leaking as of now.  The repair cost $10,500. 

Muffin Monster – had to replace the muffin monster at the EWWTP - $11,000 

Water line break Linden/Pine Streets – town staff repaired 

Glenbrook HOA – Commissioner Falcinelli stated that she, Bob Smart and Drew attended the Glenbrook 

HOA meeting last month to get feedback on monthly billing trial.  Commissioner Falcinelli stated that 

they seemed to be receptive of and stated that they would like to have e-billing and to be able to pay 

online. 

PUBLIC WORKS – Commissioner Bussard reported: 

Town Staff have been working on getting ready for winter. They have been getting the snow plows and 

salt spreaders working, put the flag poles in at the War Memorial, and put the Town Christmas tree up as 

well as the wreath and decorations at the Municipal Center. Christmas tree pick-up will be on January 7 

and 21, 2014. 

PLANNING COMMISSION – Commissioner Goodman reported: 

Cross Stone Commons - Planning Commission approved the FRO preliminary plan, the addition plat was 

conditionally approved as well as the revised site plan was conditionally approved. 

Fire Station – Planning Commission conditionally approved the site plan for the new fire station. 

PARKS & RECREATION – Commissioner Ventre reported: 

Remsberg Park – permit has been received for the pavilion should be completed by mid-January. Fence 

contract has been signed and approved should be completed by the end of winter. 

Signage for parks – met with Ellen Baker, she will be doing an overall diagram of the town as well as a 

diagram of each park. 

Board will not meet again until March. 

FINANCE – Commissioner Dietrick reported: 

Audit FY13 – was presented tonight, Commissioner Dietrick suggested that the Board read it. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION – Commissioner Falcinelli reported:  

Quarterly Update – please get any information you wish to be included in the January update to Ann. 

Commissioner Falcinelli also thanked Good Spirits Tree Farm for once again donating the tree to the 

Town. 
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New Business: 

Discussion of Tax Equity of Tax Set-Off for FY 2014 Budget – Burgess Miller stated that we received 

a letter from Frederick County Budget Office stating the for FY14 Middletown opted to receive the 

property tax set off as a tax rebate payment.  The County is asking that we let them know our wishes for 

FY15 if we want to change.  It was noted that the City of Frederick and Myersville elected the tax 

differential option.  Burgess Miller suggested that we table this to January for more information. 

 

Discussion of Streetlight buy-back program feasibility study – It was the consensus of the Board to go 

forward with the Feasibility Study from Johnson Controls at no charge to the Town. 

 

Discussion of Line of Credit with BB&T – Drew included a memo to Burgess & Commissioners that 

our line of Credit that we currently have with BB&T is up for renewal.  Drew was asking for some 

direction from the Board on how to proceed.  It was agreed to keep the line of credit and put it out to bid 

to get the best rate possible. 

Motion by Ventre to have staff put this out to bid, seconded by Goodman.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Burgess Miller stated that Cindy Unangst the Staff Planner and Zoning Administrator resigned as Zoning 

Administrator on December 4, 2013.  Burgess Miller proposed making Drew Bowen the temporary 

Zoning Administrator until we are able to find a replacement.  The Board was in agreement with this.  

Burgess Miller stated that we will advertise for this position. 

 

Dave Dunn, Frederick County Board Liaison – wanted to make the Seniors aware about the Senior Tax 

Credit enacted by the Board of County Commissioners in 2012.  Mr. Dunn stated that you must be 65 

years of age and your gross income must be $60,000 or less.  Mr. Dunn stated that the Dept. of Aging will 

be in contact with all the Municipalities in January, they would like to hold a forum to help the seniors fill 

out the forms if necessary.   

 

December 17, 2013 Parks & Recreation meeting - cancelled 

December 23, 2013 Town Meeting – cancelled 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to come before the Board, the regular meeting adjourned at 8:40p.m. 

 

The Board entered into executive session at this time. 

 

 

 

    Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

    Ann Griffin 

    Office Manager                                                                                      


