






						January 5, 2012

RE:	PEDESTRIAN SAFTEY 
	SIDEWALK ENHANCEMENT PLAN

Dear Property Owner:

	Well maintained sidewalks are an important element of a safe and livable neighborhood. The Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown are concerned with pedestrian safety and the condition of some sidewalks within Town.  There are approximately 53 miles of sidewalks in the Town.  In addition to the general safety of pedestrians, a large portion of school children in Town are required to walk to school by FCPS.  This increases the need to have safe sidewalks in Town.   

	The Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown have approved a Sidewalk Enhancement Plan which is available for review at the Town website at www.middletown.md.us .  This plan will include an inspection of all sidewalks within Town.  Chapter 12.04 of the Middletown Code states, “The owner or owners of every property which fronts on a public street within the corporate boundaries of the town of Middletown may be required to construct at the expense of the property owner or owners a sidewalk along that part of their property that abuts the street.”  This Pedestrian Safety Sidewalk Enhancement Plan outlines the procedures the Burgess and Commissioners will use to educate, review, and improve existing sidewalks throughout the Town.  It is not the intent of this plan to have all sidewalks replaced in Town, but only to have the sections of hazardous sidewalk repaired.

	Starting in February and continuing through October of 2012, the Town will begin sidewalk inspections.  If you are interested in the standards which will be used to determine hazardous sidewalks, please visit the Town’s website which has the specifications for review in determining hazardous sidewalk conditions.  If your property is identified as having a portion of hazardous sidewalk, the Town will notify you in writing with an inspection report detailing the findings.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Town recognizes the current economic climate and has changed the time allowed for replacement of hazardous sections of sidewalk from the minimum of 14 days to 1 year from the date of the inspection report.  This will allow property owners that have hazardous sections of sidewalk identified to have time to budget and plan for the needed improvements.   In the event that the condition of the sidewalk constitutes an emergency and an immediate threat to the health, safety and welfare of the public, then the town will reduce the time frame in which the repairs would be required.

For informational purposes, the approximate cost to replace a 4’ X 4’ section of sidewalk is $400.00.  The Town will also have a list of approved contractors that do sidewalk replacement in the event you have hazardous sidewalk identified at your property.

	If you should have any questions regarding the Pedestrian Safety – Sidewalk Enhancement Plan, please do not hesitate to contact Andrew Bowen, Town Administrator, via e-mail at abowen@ci.middletown.md.us or by phone at 301.371.6171 Ext. 12.

						Sincerely,
						Burgess and Commissioners
						Middletown, Maryland 



John D. Miller				Larry K. Bussard			Richard L. Dietrick
Burgess				Commissioner				Commissioner



Jennifer J. Falcinelli			Vincent A. O’Reilly			Anthony M. Ventre
Commissioner				Commissioner				Commissioner
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