
MIDDLETOWN PLANNING COMMISSION 

31 West Main Street 

Middletown, Maryland 

 

                                                                 

 

Regular Meeting         January 20, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Middletown Planning Commission took place on Monday, January 20, 2014 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Middletown Municipal Center, 31 West Main Street, Middletown, MD  21769.  Those present 

(quorum) were Commissioners Mark Carney (Chairman), Chris Goodman (Ex-Officio), Bob Miller, David Lake, 

and Bob Smart.  Others present in official capacity:  Commissioners Rich Gallagher (Alternate), Ron Forrester 

(Temp. Alternate), Cindy Unangst (Staff Planner), and Annette Alberghini (Recording Secretary).  Others present:  

John Miller (Town Burgess) and Farhad Memarsadeghi (Admar Custom Homes, Inc.). 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

 

II. Regular Meeting Minutes of December 16, 2013 – Commissioner Lake stated that the minutes need to 

reflect the change that Cindy Unangst resigned as Zoning Administrator and that the Town Board appointed Drew 

Bowen, the Town Administrator, as the acting Zoning Administrator until a replacement is found.  Chairman 

Carney stated that the Miscellaneous section of the minutes should be revised to reflect the changes suggested by 

Commissioner Forrester in an email dated January 17, 2014.  These changes will enhance that section’s 

readability and accuracy. – Minutes approved with those corrections 

  

III. PLAN Review - None 

 

IV. ZONING 

 

 Active Adult Text Amendment - Cindy reviewed the text amendment changes submitted by the 

applicant.  The proposed text amendment change request now states that on parcels less than 100 acres but more 

than 30 acres, entire parcel can be used for active adult community using the cluster development concept as long 

as total density remains below 2 units per acre and complies with any other requirement of the cluster 

development regulations.   

 Discussion ensued regarding whether the wording should remain “total density remains below 

two units per acre” or be changed to “total density should remain at or below 2 units per acre”. 

Commissioner Lake stated that the regulation should state at or below 2 units per acre.   Mr 

Memarsadeghi (Admar Custom Homes, Inc.) stated that this point should actually be reflected in 

the cluster development regulations and not in this section.  Cindy stated that the Planning 

Commission needs to make a recommendation to the Town Board before its’ next meeting on 

January 27, 2014, and that the Planning Commission in that recommendation can state that the 

cluster development regulations will be forthcoming. 

 Cluster Development Regulation:  The Planning Commission has tasked Cindy with developing 

starting points on cluster development regulations.  The Planning Commission will then take 

those and complete the cluster development regulations within the month. 

 

Action:  Commissioner Lake motioned to approve text amendment section 17.48.015 Active Adult Community 

with changes as noted for submittal to the Town Board for modification.  Commissioner Smart seconded.  Motion 

carried (4-0-1).  Commissioner Goodman abstained.  

 

 Zoning Code Review – 17.36 Temporary Sign permit procedures – Cindy reviewed the definitions of 

sandwich board signs and the modified permit procedures for displaying these signs on business property and off 

business property.  This information is based on Myersville’s regulations. 



 Zoning Code Verbiage:  Commissioner Lake suggested removing the statement that temporary 

sandwich board signs not be displayed for more than 12 hours in a day from both sections 

regarding temporary signs located on that business property and temporary signs located off 

business property as point b. in each section states when the signs have to be removed daily. 

Chairman Carney stated that the words “upside down T” be added in parentheses after the words 

“T-frame signs” in section 7 of  signs placed in front of a business property and also in section C 

subsection 4 for clarification. 

 Sign Size:  Measurements were taken of several sandwich signs businesses currently used around 

the Town of Middletown.  They were all generally the same size.  The Planning Commission 

discussed setting a maximum size for the entire town to use.  The maximum size will be 30 

inches wide by 48 inches high. 

 

Action:  Commissioner Smart motioned to forward the modified temporary sign permit procedures to the Town 

Board for recommendation as further clarified.  Commissioner Miller seconded.  Motion carried (4-0-1).  

Commissioner Goodman abstained. 

  

 Violations – None 

  

     

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 Elect Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2014 – Commissioner Lake motioned to elect Mark Carney as 

the Chairman of the Planning Commission for 2014.  Commissioner Smart seconded.  Motion passed.  

Commissioner Smart motioned to elect Commissioner Lake as the Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission 

for 2014.  Commission Chair Carney seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

Commissioner Ron Forrester - The Planning Commission members thanked Commissioner Ron 

Forrester for his service to the Planning Commission.  They also congratulated him on his appointment to the 

Zoning Administrator Position within the Town. The question was raised whether or not his replacement to the 

Planning Commission had been selected yet.  Burgess Miller stated that advertising is on-going, but the 

appointment will be made at the Town Board Meeting January 27, 2014. 

 

 Construction Constraints Within Town Limits – Commissioner Lake questioned if there were current 

regulations in place regarding construction activity within the Town of Middletown and time it could begin and 

must end daily.  Several Commissioners believed that there are regulations in place regarding this issue.  Cindy 

will research and send her findings to all Planning Commission members. 

 

 Valley School – Chairman Carney asked what the regulations are regarding businesses lighting their 

properties within residential areas within the Town.  Cindy replied that there should be no lights on after 6:30pm 

or on weekends for The Valley School.  He noted that the Valley School has been in spotty compliance with this.  

Commissioner Smart stated that the site plan should have it clarified.  Cindy will contact the business owner for 

compliance. 

 

VI. ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS – None   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Annette Alberghini 

      Receptionist 


