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MIDDLETOWN PLANNING COMMISSION 

31 West Main Street 

Middletown, Maryland 

 

                                                                 

 

Regular Meeting         August 15, 2016 
 

The regular meeting of the Middletown Planning Commission took place on Monday, August 15, 2016 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Middletown Municipal Center, 31 West Main Street, Middletown, MD  21769.  Those present 

(quorum) were Commissioners Mark Carney (Chairman), Tom Catania (Ex-Officio), Bob Smart, Rich Gallagher 

and Dixie Eichelberger. Others present in official capacity: Annette Alberghini (Recording Secretary).  Others 

present: Jim Hoover (Zion Lutheran Church) and Lindsay Powers (Frederick News -Post). 

 

 

August MONTHLY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

 

II. Regular Workshop Minutes of June 15, 2016 – Approved as submitted. 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 20, 2016 – Approved as submitted. 

 

III. PLAN REVIEW 

 

 Zion Lutheran Church Demolition Site Plan – (Jim Hoover (Zion Lutheran Church) was present.) This 

plan is for the proposed removal of an existing 2-story house (approximately 1,700 square feet with a tin roof, 

three chimneys and a dirt basement) and one small shed on the property.  The buildings are located at 101 West 

Green Street.  All requirements of Section 17.32.160 of the town code have been met.  The dwelling is 

uninhabitable due to an unsafe heating system, an out-of-date and dangerous electrical system, an inferior 

plumbing system, and flooring in substandard shape.  The money needed to update the structure to safe levels is 

more than the building is worth.  The demolition permit has been approved by the County and will be issued once 

the Town Zoning Administrator signs off on the permit after Middletown Planning Commission approval.  

Adjacent property owners were notified in writing of the proposed demolition, and the property was properly 

posted.  Historical documentation was completed by Middletown Main Street.  The hazardous material survey has 

been completed and nothing hazardous was found. The property has been cleared for demolition.  Once approved, 

the plan is for the demolition to take place and the lot graded by the end of September 2016.  The lot will be 

seeded once the West Green Street improvement project is completed. 

 Director of Public Works Comments – The following Public Works conditions for approval 

have been met, or will be met by the applicant. 

o 1. The existing waterline has been disconnected and capped outside the building. 

o 2. The sanitary sewer lateral has been disconnected by the Town at the property line as 

part of the West Green Street project.  Any future improvements will be able to connect 

to the new cleanout assembly.   

o 3.  If demolition is to occur after the West Green Street roadway (curb, sidewalk etc.), the 

Town reserves comment on additional requirements to protect the new items. 

o 4.  Provide dust control as needed. 

 

Action:  Commissioner Smart motioned to approve the Zion Lutheran Church property demolition site plans as 

submitted with the inclusion of the Director of Public Works comments.  Seconded by Commissioner Gallagher.  

Motion carried (4-0-1) Commissioner Eichelberger abstained. 
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IV. ZONING  

 

 Outdoor Lighting Regulations Text Amendment (17.32.245) – The Staff Planner had made the draft 

revisions to the text amendment as was suggested at the Planning Commission workshop on August 10, 2016.   

 Section 17.32.245, revised subsection B, General Lighting Requirements – The Planning 

Commission recommends contacting the Director of Public Works for input regarding maximum 

pole heights within the Town.  It was suggested that if the light pole is pre-existing no changes 

will be needed to meet any new requirements.  If changes are made to an existing light pole, then 

the owners must comply with any new requirements. 

 Section 17.32.245, revised subsection F, Exemptions, subsection 2, Permits - The question 

was raised whether the Middletown School requests a permit during football season, or at any 

time a sporting event will extend past the 10pm deadline as stated in the current code.  The 

answer is unknown.   

The Planning Commission directed the Staff Planner to send their outdoor lighting text amendments suggested 

changes to the Town Attorney for review. 

 

Action:  None taken. 

 

V. MISCELLANEOUS –  

 

 Burgess and Commissioners/Planning Commission Members Developments and Town Facilities 

Tour – There is a reminder that the Burgess and Commissioners and Planning Commission members will be 

taking a development and facilities tour with in the Town on Monday, August 22nd.  Everyone is to meet at the 

Town Hall by 6:30pm. 

 

 

VI. ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 7:22pm. 
 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Annette Alberghini 

      Recording Secretary 


