MIDDLETOWN PLANNING COMMISSION

Middletown Municipal Center
31 West Main Street
Middletown, MD 21769

Agenda for the October 19, 2020 Meeting
7:00 p.m.

I. Public Comment

IL. Minutes of September 2020 Planning Commission workshop Approval

Minutes of September 2020 Planning Commission meeting Approval
III.  Plan Review

Middletown Library Concept Plan for parking discussion Review/Discussion

IV.  Zoning

Monthly Zoning Administrator report Review

V. Comprehensive Plan Update

Chapter 4 Land Use maps Review
Chapter S Transportation and maps Review
Chapter 6 Community Facilities and map Review

VI. Miscellaneous
November workshop date change Discussion

VII. Additional Public Comment

Cindy Unangst is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: October Planning Commission Meeting
Time: Oct 19, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83640517475?pwd=VUFDbktrOEVqalBLckpua2FzU2pPQT09



Meeting ID: 836 4051 7475

Passcode: 761605

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,836405174754,,,,,,0#,,761605# US (Germantown)

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

Meeting ID: 836 4051 7475
Passcode: 761605
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kenlJhAOX9

** All requests to be on the Planning Commission agenda must be received at the Middletown Municipal
Center, 31 W. Main Street, Middletown by 12:00pm on the Monday two weeks prior to the monthly meeting
held on the third Monday of each month. All plans being submitted for review must be folded, and an

electronic plan is required as well.

Maryland law and the Planning Commission’s Rules of Procedure regarding ex parte communications require all
discussion, review, and consideration of the Commission’s business take place only during the Commission’s
consideration of the item at a scheduled meeting. Telephone calls and meetings with Commission members in
advance of the meeting are not permitted. Written communications will be directed to appropriate staff members
for response and included in briefing materials for all members of the Commission.




MIDDLETOWN PLANNING COMMISSION
31 West Main Street
Middletown, Maryland

Virtual Workshop September 16, 2020

The virtual workshop of the Middletown Planning Commission took place on Wednesday, September
16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. via a Zoom meeting. Those present (quorum) were Commission Chairman Mark
Camey, Ex-officio member Jean LaPadula, Commission Members Rich Gallagher, Bob Miller, David
Lake, and Eric Ware, Temporary Alternate. Others present in official capacity: Cindy Unangst (Staff
Planner). Applicants present: Patricia Neumark, St. Thomas More Academy Dean; Jim Merkel, St.
Thomas More Academy Board President; Gary Baker, Architect for St. Thomas More Academy; Brian
Riesett, St. Thomas More Academy; Jennifer Falcinelli.

SEPTEMBER MONTHLY PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSHOP:

PLAN REVIEW

St. Thomas More Revised Site Plan — Cindy reviewed why this plan is being brought back before the
Planning Commission which is due to the previously approved plan not being approved for a building
permit by the County. There was discussion about how this proposal might move forward and additional
information needed by the commission for the Monday meeting.

ZONING -

Temporary sign regulations — Cindy explained that we might want to take a step back and look at
revising our sign regulations to make them content-neutral as suggested by the Town Attorney. She will
plan to work with the attorney and the folks in Myersville who are doing the same thing.

Downtown Revitalization Zone — Commissioner Falcinelli explained the idea behind the Downtown
Revitalization Zone and there was discussion about how developments in that program still need to go
through the site plan review process. There were concerns about the proposal that these projects could
be expedited thru the review process within a 30-day time frame. Cindy will work on a review checklist
for all projects in the DRZ.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Chapter 4 Land Use — Cindy questioned the commission members about some of the tables in the
chapter and how they might be better portrayed.

Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 Maps -~ Cindy reviewed the maps and some minor edits were proposed.
Chapter 5 Transportation — Cindy reviewed some of the additions to the chapter and asked the

commission members for feedback on some questions she had. Further edits will be made for the
meeting and this chapter will be brought back to the commissions members again next month.



Comp Plan Survey — Cindy said that the survey will go out to the public tomorrow so to get any
comments to her by tomorrow afternoon.

Workshop adjourned at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia K. Unangst, AICP
Middletown Staff Planner



MIDDLETOWN PLANNING COMMISSION
31 West Main Street
Middletown, Maryland

Regular Meeting September 21, 2020

The regular meeting of the Middletown Planning Commission took place on Monday, September 21, 2020 at 7:00
p.m. via a Zoom meeting. Those present (quorum) were Commission Chairman Mark Carney, Commission
members David Lake, Rich Gallagher, Commissioner Jean LaPadula (Ex-officio), and Eric Ware (Temp
Alternate). Others present in official capacity: Cindy Unangst (Staff Planner) and Patty Guyton (Recording
Secretary). Others present: Commissioner Christopher Goodman, Brian Riesett (St. Thomas More Academy),
Patricia Neumark (St. Thomas More Academy), Jim Merkel {St. Thomas More Academy), Ana Lomp (Resident)

SEPTEMBER MONTHLY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING:

L PUBLIC COMMENT - None.

IL. Minutes of the August 2020 Planning Commission Workshop — Approved as submitted.
Minutes of the August 2020 Planning Commission Meeting — Approved as submitted.

III. PLAN REVIEW —

St. Thomas More Revised Site Plan - Proposal: Amendment to site plan to add one classroom addition
and breezeway to the school property instead of previously approved temporary classroom structure.

The previous conditions of approval in April were to include the building height on the plans which was
subsequently submitted and shown as 14.5 feet, that the building meet town code requirements, approval
by Frederick County (including the Office of Life Safety) and that the site plan be revisited after 5 years
to ascertain that the temporary classroom didn’t become a permanent structure without approval from
the Planning Commission. Frederick County would not approve the temporary structure, so the applicant
has had to revise the plans. The County stated that the temporary structure would have to include
bathrooms which was not cost conducive for the applicant. Without the necessary bathrooms, the
structure would need to be attached to the existing building by a breezeway.

St. Thomas More Academy submitted a new drawing/site plan a few hours before the meeting. In the
new site plan, it shows that they moved the temporary building 15’ away from the north property line
instead of the original 6’. The new plan also shows a new entrance to the bottom paved overflow
parking lot and the new location of the dumpster. The structure is proposed to be constructed on site
with the same look as the previously approved temporary classroom structure.

There was discussion about the new dumpster location not being ideal for the trash truck drivers.
Planning Commission members asked if it would be possible to move the dumpster closer to the
entrance of the parking lot for more convenience for trash company when dumping. Also, it seems to be
a safety issue for children if the trash truck would have to turn around in a narrow parking lot. Also
discussed was parking and if they would be losing any parking spaces due to the new location of the
building and dumpster. Mr. Riesett stated that since they will have the new paved overflow lower
parking lot, they will not be losing any parking spaces due to the new setbacks of the building. Staff
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questioned whether this proposal is still for a temporary use or whether the applicant intends for it to be
permanent. The applicant responded that they intend for it to be temporary for now.

Action: Commission member Lake motioned to approve the St. Thomas More Academy Revised Site
Plan, upon the ability to come back and propose an alternate location for the dumpster and that the site
plan be revisited after 5 years to ascertain that the temporary classroom doesn’t become a permanent
structure without approval from the Planning Commission. Seconded by Commission member Ware.
Motion carried {5-0).

IV. ZONING

Temporary Sign Regulations — As discussed during the workshop last week, Cindy will work with the Town
Attorney and the Town of Myersville to revise the sign regulations to make them content-neutral before bringing
them back to the Planning Commission for review. Cindy emailed the Town of Myersville and the Town of
Middletown’s attorney and is waiting on their responses.

Downtown Revitalization Zone — A draft Downtown Revitalization Zone document outlining the purpose for the
zone, qualifications for the program, and incentives for the developers in the zone was submitted to the Planning
Commission for their review.

There was discussion on the Expedited navigation through Planning Commission/Board of Appeals with the 30
days or less processing timeline. The Planning Commission members do not think that 30 days is enough time to
properly process site plans. The Planning Commission is willing to work with developers but with a 30-day
deadline it might cause misunderstandings and the Planning Commission does not want to feel pressured to push
site plans through.

There was also discussion of the draft DRZ checklist that was prepared by Cindy. Planning Commission
members suggested rewording some of the DRZ checklist items and adding sub-titles to it. Commissioner
Falcinelli is taking it to the Town Board workshop on October 1, 2020 for comments.

V. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Chapter Four — Land Use — The tables and pie charts were the main topic of discussion. Cindy will make the
adjustments and bring back to the October meeting for review,

Chapter Three and Chapter Four Maps — There was discussion on revising the legend on the Floodplain and
Wetland Map. Also, color needs to be added to the pond area. Cindy does not think the colors on the Zoning Map
are clear enough, and she will be changing them for future review.

Chapter 5 - Transportation — New information was added to this section of the Comp plan that includes the
State Highway’s Streetscape Project, and the total number of miles for streets/roads and sidewalks. The Town
administrator was asked to gather information about how many sidewalks were installed using funds from the
State Highway Retrofit program, and Cindy is still waiting on that information. There was discussion on getting
the total number of sidewalk miles from the North end of Town to East Main street.

Comp Plan Survey — Cindy stated that the survey has 140 responses already. The comments that were made on
the survey will be presented to Planning Commission, once the surveys are complete. The information gathered
from the survey will be put into a report at the end of October.

VL ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT - None

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 PM.



Respectfully submitted,

Patty Guyton
Recording Secretary




Middletown Planning Office
MEMORANDUM

Date: 10/15/2020
Hansen# n/a
To:  Middletown Planning Commission

From: Cynthia K. Unangst, Middletown Staff Planner

RE: MIDDLETOWN LIBRARY CONCEPT PLAN
Tax Map Parcel #03-0592896
Applicant: Luke Zeller, Harris Smariga
Property Owner: Burgess & Commissioners of Middletown
Plan Dated: October 5, 2020
Date Received: October 5, 2020

GENERAL INFORMATION

Proposal: Property is to be developed with a 15,250 square foot library with 93 proposed parking spaces,
with the additional possibility of 19 parking spaces in the left rear of the property, on a 3.45 acre site.

Location: North side of East Green Street just west of the Middletown Glen subdivision entrance

Zoning: NTR Neo-Traditional Residential. This district is an overlay which may be superimposed only
in the R-3 residential zoning district. The NTR district is intended to permit planned development in the
R-3 district in order to preserve an aesthetically pleasing appearance in that district, to avoid the creation
of nuisance or nuisance-like conditions in that district, to protect the value of other property or
investments within that district, and to reduce the impact of its residential uses in surrounding districts.

Present Use: vacant
COMMENTS
The following issues should be considered in your review of this Concept Plan:

1. Sketch plan requirements — The sketch plan is a voluntary submission on the part of the
developer in order to obtain the planning commission’s comments with regard to the proposed
development prior to making detailed drawings and formal application for approval. According
to Chapter 16.16.020 of the Municipal Code, the sketch plan must contain the following
information:

e Vicinity map indicating the location of the property with respect to surrounding property
and streets

Title information — proposed name, scale of plat, and date
Name and address of owner and person responsible for the preparation of the plan



Northpoint

Boundary of proposed lot

Location, widths and names of all streets on or adjoining the proposed development
Location of existing utilities on or within 200 feet of the tract

The layout of all proposed development and with approximate or typical dimensions and
minimum area

e Zoning district classification

The sketch plan does not contain all the required information, but it is staff’s understanding that
this sketch is an initial concept and is intended just to get some basic feedback on parking
requirements from the Planning Commission. Information missing is the name of the property
owner and the zoning classification of the proposed library lot.

. Consistency with Comprehensive Plan — The proposed development appears to be consistent
with the goals and objectives of the comprehensive plan. There are no environmentally sensitive
areas on the site. The site is not within an historic survey district and is not a historic site. The
Public Facilities map in the Middletown Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2010 shows a proposed
library on the subject property site. The Comprehensive Plan also states that “the current library
facility, which is 2,500 square feet, will not adequately serve the needs of the projected increase
in Middletown’s population. However, the County’s most recent Comprehensive Plan anticipates
the need for expansion of the Middletown public library facility by constructing a new facility of
15,000 square feet, which is the current standard for the County, to meet the level of service
necessary for the Middletown area.” Since adoption of the 2010 Middletown Comprehensive
Plan, 125 dwelling units have been constructed within the town. Assuming the Maryland
Department of Planning’s expected average household size for Frederick County of 2.7 persons
per household, the 125 dwelling units could equate to 338 residents.

. NTR District Uses and special conditions— Public libraries are a permitted use in the NTR
District, as well as single-family dwellings and duplexes, churches public schools, parks and
senior center. Playgrounds and home occupations are also permitted. There are no special
exception uses in the NTR district. As a special condition of the NTR district, the site and
development design shall be planned in such a manner as to give consideration to the
preservation of existing natural or otherwise attractive and appealing landscapes and views.

. Lot requirements — Within the NTR Neo-Traditional Residential district, the front yard depth is

15 feet from a public street, side yards are to be a minimum of 8 feet and the rear depth is to be
20 feet.

. Parking requirements — Within the NTR district, the total amount of surface parking provided
shall incorporate landscape elements in order to reduce the scale of large surface parking areas.
Parking blocks shall be separated from each other by landscaping, access drives or public streets,
pedestrian walkways, or buildings. And to the extent feasible, parking shall be oriented to
minimize visual and noise impacts.

Regarding the number of required spaces, the Middletown Code does not explicitly state how
many spaces are needed for a public library, although community centers require one space per
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100 square feet. With a proposed square footage of 15,250 square feet, that would mean a
minimum of 153 spaces. The applicant is proposing 93 spaces plus the potential for an additional
19 spaces subject to stormwater management needs. Two of the newer libraries in the County —
the Brunswick Library and the Walkersville Library — have less than 40 parking spaces each.
Staff understands that although the Walkersville Library is adjacent to both high density
residential and a large single-family dwelling subdivision, the number of parking spaces there is
not adequate for their needs.

The Frederick County parking regulations for a library are one space per 400 square feet of floor
area. Using the county regulations, this proposal would require 38 parking spaces.

This review will be included in the Middletown Planning Commission materials for the October 19,
2020 public meeting. The applicant is encouraged to attend this meeting and the workshop on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting which will be October 14, 2020.
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To:

Middletown

Town of Middletown
Zoning Administrator Monthly Staff Report

Burgess and Commissioners

From: Mark Hinkle, Zoning Administrator

Date: September 30, 2020

RE:

Monthly Zoning Administrator Staff Report for September 2020

BOA Hearings: Case MT-B-20-4 (Franklin Commons) and MT-B-20-5 (Swimming pool) to
be held virtually on September 30, 2020.

Storage Container & Dumpster Permit: None

Home Occupation Permit: None

Zoning Violations and Complaints:

1/14/2019 - 819 East Main Street, BB &T bank — Complaint received about unscreened
dumpster, investigated and sent letter. Spoke with branch manager and agreed to allow
them an extra 30 days so they can deal with their headquarters in North Carolina. The
dumpster became obvious once the property next to them was cleared. Spoke with
construction company and advised them what would be needed to be properly screened.
Plan being submitted to headquarters in North Carolina to correct issue. On hold due
to Parking lot realignment efforts. Spoke with facilities maintenance 10/7/2019 and
they are waiting on a decision on the lot realignment before moving forward
4/24/2019 - 5 East Main Street, Subway — Deteriorating signpost and signage for
business no longer on site, letter sent, spoke with owner. Subway will be assigning a new
Franchisee in the next 6 months and they plan on renovating and improving the building
and signage at that time. Working toward renovation of building and signage at same
time. 7/15/2020 reached out again to check status of project and updates, no response.
10/23/19- 121-125 W. Main St.-Work without a permit. Sent letter to owner and
contacted Frederick County. Stop work order issued by Frederick County. Owner filed
for Zoning Certificate but has not applied for permit. Owner is also meeting with
Planning Commission to discuss changes to property. County still has not received



Zoning Certificate to begin permit process. County has approved renovations. Project
was approved for two main level business suites, two second floor apartments. Project
will to go through Planning Commission process to proceed with two third floor
apartments. Permits have been issued, case can be closed

Miscellaneous:

e Letter sent to owner of Franklin Commons to submit all required paperwork by January
15, 2020 to comply with decision by Board of Appeals. We did not receive the required
information. Certified letter sent to owner to let them know that their past decision has
expired and that they would need to file for the case to be re-heard before they can move
forward. 7/22/2020 Received paperwork for Board of Appeals application, hearing
scheduled for September 30",

e Communication with the management company for the HoA at Middletown Glen, the
issue remains that the HoA wants me to approve zoning certificates for swimming pools
before they will approve, I stated my preference is that the HoA approves first so that the
applicant is not wasting money and staff time if the pool does not meet the HoA
guidelines. Still a work in progress.

¢ Working with LDS regarding a new sign however the sign does not meet the guidelines
set forth in Town code.

Permits:
September 2020 Zoning Certificates  Address Permit # M-town M. Hinkle County
Received Approved Approval
Sousa-Fence 303 Ingalls Dr. Town 8/30/2020  9/1/2020 No
Carter-Fence 15 Young Branch Dr. Town 9/2/2020 9/2/2020 No
Prescott-Interior room 12 Larch Ln. 297656 9/8/2020 9/8/2020 Yes
Lowe-Pool 212 Layla Dr. 300662 6/4/2020 9/8/2020 Yes
Manson-Shed 118 Miriam Pass 300790 9/8/2020 9/8/2020 Yes
Lynn-Interior renovations 211 Red Circle. 300887 9/8/2020 9/8/2020 Yes
Duley-Porch 12 Knollside Ln. 296339 8/21/2020  9/8/2020 Yes
Tamagna-POD 217 E. Main St. Town 9/10/2020  9/10/2020 No
Tostenson-Fence 7 Eastern Cir. Town 9/11/2020  9/11/2020 No
Stultz-Fence 91 E. Green St. Town 9/11/2020 9/11/2020 No
Amati-Fence 65 Boileau Ct. Town 9/24/2020  9/25/2020 No
Axline-Fence and shed 714 E. Main St. Town 9/28/2020  9/28/2020 No

Harkins-Fence 310 Ingalls Dr. Town 8/13/2020  9/30/2020 No
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Chapter 5 TRANSPORTATION

The focus of the transportation plan is the movement of people and goods. The transportation
system and the physical development of a community is inter-twined. In the case of Middletown,
the name and very existence is due to its location between South Mountain and Braddock
Mountain on the Old National Road. The need for additional roads and other forms of
transportation increases as development occurs along the existing transportation routes.

The Old National Road, which became US 40-A, was one of the County’s earliest toll roads. It
created enough traffic to stimulate development of local trade centers and taverns or inns along
its route. Farm to market routes developed as the population expanded. The expanding
population also created the need for side roads and alleys-in the Town itself. In addition to the
importance of US 40-A, development in Middietown was also affected by the establishment of a
trolley line. The trolley line resulted in the East-Main Street extension and:.the Prospect’s
Addition Subdivision.

The purpose of this chapter is to inventory and analyze the existing transportation system.
Towards this end, it will review the regional context of transportation, the existing local network,
traffic counts, problem areas and issues related to transportation.

REGIONAL CONTEXT OF THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

The transportation system in the Middletown Region contains both inter (outside the region) and
intra-regional (within ‘- the region) transportation connections. Three inter-regional road
connections are [-70, US 40 and US 40-Alternate; all are east-west connections from Frederick
west to Hagerstown and beyond. The existence of these inter-regional routes is important due to
the limited access outside the Middletown Region because of the mountains. This is a factor in
evaluating transportation alternatives to improve traffic congestion, The oldest of the three, US
40-A, is'Main Street in Middletown and is a two-lane road for its entire length where it splits
from US 40. The newest of the three, [-70, was built in the late 1960's and now carries most of
the through County east-west traffic. The predominate north-south route through the Middletown
Region is MD:Rt. 17 which is a two-lane State rural road which winds from Smithsburg in
Washington County south to Brunswick. MD Rt. 17 is Church Street in Middletown and
intersects with Main Street (US 40-A) in the center of Town. Other major north-south roads in
the Region are Old Hagerstown Road, Old Middletown Road, Holter Road and Harmony Road.
All the other roads in the Region are rural local roads or subdivision streets. Sec Figure 5-1
Roads by Jurisdiction.

LOCAL ROAD NETWORK

The local road network in Middletown is predominately characterized by the relationship of the
smaller streets to Main Street and to a lesser extent Church Street. The basic linear grid pattern
with parallel streets is present in the Town street system but contains many interruptions which
force traffic back to Main Street and Church Street. The street system has its origin in the original
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fayout of the Town with some of the original streets being Jefferson, Church, Elm, North (now
Green) and South (now Washington) Streets,

About 350 ft. north of Main Street is Green Street which parallels Main Street. West Green Street
has been upgraded with storm drain, curbs and gutier, and sidewalks from N. Church Stregt to
just west of the AMVETS property.is-mesth-open-seetion{ro-curbs-orautters)-and It extends to
the North Pointe subdivision, where it intersects with North Pointe Terrace, which intersects with
West Main Street, opposite Eastern Circle. East Green Street has—been-upgraded-with—sur;
gutter—sidewalk and includes tum lanes to the Middletown school complex and_exiends
subsequently eastward, where it intersects with Cone Branch Drive.

Fhe-paremrentwidth-on- Vet Creon-Sireet vones but his boen-tmprovedrrocentyesaecta 2040
feet—from-N—Chureh—Stroet-to Mok Poime—The-westorm-end-of -Green—Sireet-alsohassome
problosms—with verbical ahanment whiehtsbeifetrproved—thronehdevelopment. One issoe
eonbemiRE-Groen—Street—is—the Jack—of sidewalks, —although some—tivebeer—nddedthrough
pperades o the eastern seviion Thirsirect-rervesthe Midddebwn-sohool comples-and s beastly

bbb e sohieol ohitldren.

South of Main Street are two main parallel roads which serve different parts of Town. On the
west side of Town is Washington Street. This street extends from Church Street to its end in the
Manor Ridge Subdivision. Both the pavement width and right-of-way varies along Washington
Street. The other parallel road south of Main Street is Linden Boulevard. This street extends from
Broad Street east to Larch Lane. Linden Boulevard primarily serves the Woodmere South
Subdivision. Linden Boulevard is 38 fi. wide with a 50 ft. right-of-way, which is wider than mos:
local streets in Town.

The grid street pattern is much more pronounced on the older, west side of Town. The streets
running from Green Street to West Main Street include Garage Drive, Jefferson Street, Elm
Street, Willow Street and Bussard, Summers and Koogle'’s Drive. Jefferson and Elm Street cross
Main Street and extend past Washington Street. Generally, all of these streets are narrow in both
pavement width and right-of-way with structures very close to the pavement. Most of these
streets are now one-way. Walnut Street is a major road connection southwest of Town where it is
named Bidle Road in the County. On the east side of Town, there is only one direct connection
from north of Main Street to south of Main Street and that is where Lombardy Drive intersects
with Main Street and becomes Cone Branch Drive, north of Main Street. Cone Branch Drive has
access to Coblentz Road (County road) via Caroline Drive or Foxfield Pass. There are two
connections from Main Street to Franklin Street (which is named Holter Road in the County).
These two road connections are Prospect Street and Broad Streef. These two streets are
connected between Main and Franklin Streets by Locust Street. Broad Street is paved through to
South Church Street (MD Rt. 17) but has been blocked to through traffic_at that location.
Pavement widths on Broad and Prospect Streets are 22-30 ft. Most of the other streets in Town
serve mostly local use either in the older developed areas or in the newer subdivisions.

Many of the older streets in Town are approaching, or have passedt, their useable life and are in

need of renovation. The State Highway Adminisiration (SHA) coliects a gasoline tax from across
the State and then distributes these funds to municipalities, Middletown is given a set amount of
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money for each mile of local roads that Middletown agrees to maintain. This means that repairing
and maintgining locgl streets and roads 15 the wwn's responsibility, Middletown maintains 24.7
miles of roads. The Town’s Director of Public Works inventories the state of the roads annually
and prioritizes the roads that need work. Costs for road repairs are put in the Capital
Improvement Program budget for approval by the Burgess and Commissioners.

Roads that were resurfaced in recent vears include Manda Court, Manda Drive, Martha Mason,
and Locust Boulevard, Washington Street will be resurfaced in 2021, and will include new
sidewalks. Broad Street will undergo reconstruction in 2021, Streets in the subdivisions of
Glenbrook, Foxfield, North Pointe and Cone Branch Estates, which were completed in more
recent years, provide connections that have helped to alleviate traffic congestion at the
interscction of US 40-A and MD Rt 17 in downtown Middletown.

PAST TRANSPORTATION ACTIVITY

I 998 and 1999 the Town uperaded Ceen Sreet from M. Churoh Street (MR- 1 F-northido

aﬁ-imiﬁn of B Gfam Bireet to Eﬁn-e Bfmneh E_kive M—Mﬂw with E. Main Blreet (115

westeri-end -of-Green—Sireet-beyond- {M—M%—Pﬂrﬂ—ﬁm the developer af Nﬁﬁh Pointe
Suledbvision extended the streel throesh-that-ruabdiossion-po- e boia SrepfHE M0 S b pppiaite
wf Bt Circte Phese fomth soctery e provided an -aliemete through traftic patem wm

Middletown, porabieling Main Street. and have provided —o—seeondary—roube W aiSireet
breerres-blocked.

The developer of the Glenbrook Subdivision was required to construct a section of the southern
parkway between East Main Street and Holter Road to State standards (150" right-of-way with 2
lanes of 24' wide pavement) and dedicate to the Town the entire right-of-way until such time the
State would take over the road. The developer also constructed a street (Glenbrook Drive) which
runs from the parkway in an castward direction and connects with Holter Road, affording the
development two accesses to Holter Road,

The developer of Foxfield constructed-a collector streets {Smithfield Drive and Lavla Drive)
between Coblentz Road and Hollow Road. Theseis streets areis north of US 40-A and parallels
that State Highway. A 150" right-of-way running in a north/south direction is also reserved
through the subdivision for future extension of a parkway route as shown in the accompanying
maps.

Middletown hasés also actively seekeding County and State participation in further study for a
Middletown road south of Town shown in both this Plan and the Frederick County Middtetown
Regional Comprehensive Plan for a road from LIS 40-A at Brookridge South to Rt. 40-A at the
Town Plaza Shopping Center. The County no longer has listed this as a Secondary Road
Priority.

Middletown participated in the Maryland National Road Partnership Program to nominate the
Old National Pike which tuns through Middletown (Main St) from Baltimore to the
Pennsylvania line as an “All American Road”, which has since been designated as such.—A
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FipBeR-cuttag coremony 1o recopiize the Matiorat-Romd -t -Aerercan Road was held o0
May- 8, 2003-at-the Fraderiek Visitor's Center-on-Interstate 70: The National Road has also been
designated as a Maryland Scenic Byway.

TRAFFIC VOLUMES

Traffic volume data gives insight into the function of various roads throughout the Region and
around the Town. Low traffic counts would indicate the function of the road is predominately
local access while higher counts indicate the function of the road is more than just local access
and includes through traffic movements. Traffic counts are available on State roads and have in
the_past been available on certain County roads in the Middletown area. The-Fmffie-Count-map;
Followinathaseation of the Plan, shovws-the-ttestavailableraffe-cosntsas well a5 some prior
Ve St hiek-sarrreaserethe inoreases in raffie volume-overtheyeaes,

DE40-A st o Middistown has the lghest nor-taterstate—teaife vohunesiptie- Middletown
Region. -Between— 197 and 1995 teaffic inoreased- 2808 on- LS540 A-east-of Middletownand
e weest of Middletown DR 1T conth-of Middlatewn-inareased 430% and 3508 —Rorth-of

Bidet et e et same peried.

P Frederick aunty Divistorof Pubhe Worksisresporsblo for coliecting iraffie eotisorrthe
Countyrondspstem. - whioh assists i -dentifyingtrondmd-privcanamprovements o the
County. The counis—are-takenwibmachines which are typeatly—n -placefor-3daysa—the
e o theweek, The numbers-sre-Feforrodta-the doeree Aapuak-Daly Traffio { AABTH:
whieh-relectsthe-wnount of albie in both direstiorstor+24-hoorpertad-—The counts are done
penerally every threevenr—and ceasonnh-sead tomporal varitions i raffetevelreiocenr—The
Rrewi—Fecar-uouiidone in the Middhetown—sdelnitywersmade 4n 2007 and 200%. Frederick
County's 2019 Traffic Volume Map provides the Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) counts
provided by SHA. The traffic counis are derived by taking 48-hour machine count data and
applying factors from permanent count stations. It is interesting to note that the 2019 traffic

counts are less than the counts done in 2007 at each of the three count stations within the town
limits. See Figure 5-2, Traffic Volume map.

amid the developmert-outside el Frederok County, 1 West ¥ "
Mardand- Slote Highway Administrator—mprevements—efMB-17 from  Burkittsville 4o
oo Wasl Ml ;

US 40-A CONGESTION
The extent of through traffic in the center of Town on US 40-A has generated several studies of

existing and projected traffic volumes as well as alternatives to relieve the traffic congestion. As
a result of these studies, the Frederick County Middletown Region Plan {1997) designateds a
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southern route around Middletown and extending to I-70 and a collector to connect MD Rte.17 to
the extension to [-70. The purpose of an alternative route in the form of a parkway is to remove
the heavy traffic volume through the center of Town. Over the—past-thisty years, the Town has
expended all of its efforts with SHA and the County to get action on this. At this time, the Town
will identify both bypasses in the hope that one will be developed over time as development
oceurs.

The Middletown Downtown Revitalization Study conducted by Hyder (ARRO Engineering) was
completed in connection with the (most recent) southern bypass study. It evaluated traffic
movements through Middletown during the A.M. and P.M. peak (rush) hours. The results from
the Origin & Destination Study indicated that the majority of the traffic through downtown in the
A.M. peak is from the west and the south, heading east, and the reverse in the P.M. peak. The
existing average daily traffic (ADT) in 1996 on US 40-A through Town was 13,500, which was
expected to increase to over 23,300 by the year 2010 without any highway improvements. Based
on 2019 data from the State of Marviand, that expected increase did not occur. The traffic
volume on US 40-A just east of MD 17 was 11,653, and just west of MD 17 il was 8,560. Over
Braddock Mountain, there is an approximate 70%-30% split in the peak hours, with the majority
of the traffic heading east in the A.M., and west in the P.M. Existing-ADT-eaLE40-A—over

Ferbdmate bherdar 0 B0 The traff‘c volume just west of the 1-70 ramps along US 40-A in
2019 was MLE10.

While both southern and northemn altematives would relieve traffic congestion in downtown
Middletown, the high traffic volumes through Braddock Heights would remain. The most recent
study considered the possibility of an interchange on 1-70 at Hollow Road, although it is not
certain whether an interchange would be approved at this location. At the present time, the Town
of Middletown has through the annexation process, commitments for dedication of rights-of-way
through theswe-subdivisiens{Brookndge South subdivision and the Middletown Parkway was
built a5 pan of the Glenbrook subdivision development }-for-a—seuthernpackway: In addition,
right-of-way has been reserved through the Middletown South Subdivision and Holy Family
Catholic Church. Sections of a northem collection road have been included in the Foxfield
Subdivision and with the annexation in 201 % of the property north of the County Park, more of
that collection road going west from_Cobleniz Road will be constructed within the next few
years.

In addition to problems created by high traffic volumes and the need for an alternative route,
other traffic problem areas exist. As with many Towns which developed prior to the automobile,
the older streets are narrower than what would be required under current standards. Development
occurred in close proximity to the traveled roadways leaving little room for road improvements.
Increased traffic has increased the problem created by narrow roadways. In particular,
intersections of narrow streets become probtem areas. Intersection problems in Town include the
West Main Strest/Walnut Street intersection and the Washington Street/Church Street
intersection. The difficulty with the Walnut Street intersection is the angle and grade of the
intersection and the problem with the Washington Street intersection is the steep grade from
Church Street. All of the older downtown streets are narrow including particular problems with
South Jefferson Street, Koogle Drive and Summers Drive. Due to existing historic structures at
the intersection of Church Street and Main Street, widening options to make geometric




improvements for increased pedestrian safety are not possible. Pedestrian safety improvements at
intersections might be accomplished in the form of pavement markings, signing or signal
improvements.

State Highway Administration Streetscape Project — Alternate 40(A})

The State Highway Administration funded the Main Street streelsca) oject and the notice to
proceed (o construction was received on September 6, 2016. The limits of the project extended
from the western edge of town to the eastern edge of town, and included the replacement of water
mains from Coblentz Road 10 Eastern Circle. The SHA scope of work included replacement of
storm_water lings in the Main_Street SHA right-of-ways and relocating spme utility lines, new
signage, traffic patterns, and replacement or installation of curb. gutter and sidewalks, The

project also included landscaping and planting of new trees. The project was completed Fall of
2020,

Walnut Street Bridze Reconstruction

In 2013, the bridge on Walnut Street over Tanners Run was replaced due to its deterioration over
time. The bridge is located approximately 500 feet from the intersection of Walnut Street and

West Main Street; In addition to the replacement of the superstructure and the rehabilitation of
the bridge abutments, roadway approaches and storm drainage improvements were made as well.




Parking Lot Improvements

The parking lot a: the comer of East Green Streep and North Church Street has recenily been
designated as a public parking lot and landscapi as been added to enhance ot. The Elm

Street parking lot was renovated in 2019 to add lighting, an EV charging station, planting beds
and associated treg, shrub and flower plantings, A handicap access ramp was added to the back of
the Municipal Center in 2020, and public parking spaces were added on West Green Street with
the West Green Street improvements,

ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION OPTIHINS

Towns the size of Middletown generally cannot support public transporiation services. At
present, Frederick County’s TransIT plus, which is a County operated transportation service,
provides demand-response transportation service for medical assistance recipients (for medical
appointments only, where public transit is not available), senior citizens and persons with
disabilities. Local taxicab companies which operate 24-hour service, 7 days a week, also serve
Frederick County. Virtually all other transportation is either vehicular or pedestrian. US 40
Alternate is designated by SHA as an on-road bicycle route, slthough-ne and with the recent
streetscape project marked bicycle lanes are provided. As part of the statewide bikeway network,
local officials should work with SHA to enhance opportunities to improve conditions for
bicyclists including the provision of bicycle racks in the Main Street business district. No other
on-road or off-road bicycle ways currently exist in the Town.

Commuter service to the Washington metropotitan areas is provided by Maryland Transit
Administration (MTA) bus route 991 during weckdays at peak moming and evening hours. The
service operates from the Park and Ride lot off MD Route 17 south of Myersville to the City of
Frederick, Urbana and the Shady Grove Metro Station in Montgomery County. The 201567
Frederick County TransitFrensperation Development Plan {TDP) has identified the Town of
Middletown as a possible place for additional service needs due to potential demand. The TDP
proposes a fixed-route TransIT shutile beginning as (wo trips daily, five davs a week, between
Middletown and the Downtown Frederick Transit Center with a stop at Frederick Towne Mall.
Suggested stops within Middletown are Town Center Plaza, Middletown High School, and the
Main_Street-Jefferson Streel intersection, Assuming average ridership (six _passenger trips per




hour], service on the Middletown Shuitle per the TDP is likely to generate approximately 2500
trips per vear, priority regional community for future expansion of shuttle route service from the
Town to the City of Frederick/ MARC commuter rail stations. The MARC commuter rail line
carries passengets from locations in Frederick to Washington D.C.

SIDEWALKS

Sidewalks provide a link for people and their community. Distances which could easily be
traveled on foot will not be done if there isn’t a safe, accessible sidewalk or path. As such, the
sidewalk system can provide an important function in encouraging more pedestrian movements
for nearby trips. The Town supporis Frederick County in working with the Safe Routes to
Schools Program to improve bicycle/pedestrian safety, in particular at intersection crossings, and
provide pedestrian education and greater ADA accessibility.

The existence of sidewalks in Middletown is predominately in the oldest and newest areas of
Town although new sidewalks have been installed along West Green Street. East Main Street and
Broad Street in rtecent vears. Fhe—TFown—did—begin—working—with—theSiate—Highway
Adminisration-on-aMaia-Street-Projeot that would revitahze-much-of RT-40-Athroush Tows,
but-the-prejeot-was-phaced-an-hold-bySHA—Middletown now has about 54 miles of sidewalks.
Church Street has sidewalks both north of Main and south of Main from Green Street south to
Broad Street. Other streets which have sidewalks for a large portion of their length include
Jefferson Street, Prospect Street and Broad Street. Major subdivisions which have been built
since the 1970's which also have sidewalks include Jefferson Village, Brookridge South, North
Pointe, Glenbrook, Cone Branch Estates and Foxfield. Notable areas where sidewalks are not
present are in the Woodmere North and South Subdivisions, and Jefferson Street extended,—and
alonpWest Green Siraa Tmprovements 1o Wesi-Green -Streetare——theplanningprocess: To
date, the Town has installed roughly[4 miles jof sidewalks using the State Highway Retrofit
program.

IGREENWAYS/PATHY

The undeveloped lands around Middletown provide an opportunity for a shared path or greenway
system. These greenways and paths would be located on a combination of stream valleys, public
lands and existing public road rights-of-way. Greenways would surround the town and connect
with proposed county paths following the Catoctin Creek and following trolley lines from
Mpyersville. The Town will support coordination with Frederick County to encourage shared use
path connections jbetween Middletown and the City of Frederick, Myersville and along Catoctin
Creek,

Beginning at Remsberg Park, a path has been constructed on the east side of the Middletown
Parkway to Main Street. From there it would need to traverse through the AC Jets property and
continue through the Foxfield development using land from the existing right-of-way of the
Middletewn Parkway. This path would connect with the existing Foxfield Path on the perimeter
of Foxfield. This existing Foxfield Path would continue through-aay the newly annexed land-that
may be-annewed west of Coblentz Road, and then continue behind the Middletown Middle/High
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School complex. This path would also connect to the existing and planned paths in the
Middletown County Park.

After crossing Route 17, the path would connect with North Pointe and then southward across
Route 40A to the Wiles Branch Park paths. These paths would then continue south of
Middletown connecting with Remsberg Park, forming a Greenway around Middletown. In
addition, a path was recently constructed thatis-planned-to connects the walkway on Cone Branch
to a path starting from Route 40A to the Middletown Primary School and then onward to
Remsberg Park; this pathway wouldultimately connects the-Remsberg Park and the Middletown
Primary School to the Middle/High School complex and the Middletown County Park. See
Figure 5-3, Greenway Map to see the existing and proposed trail :alignments.

The state designated “Main Street” communities of Frederick County, including Middletown,
would like to complete a trail plan that connects all of the Main Street communities by hike paths
— both on and off street — that are comforiable 1o casual bike nders of a range of ages. A focus of
the ultimate system would be to attract economic development and increased tounism spending in
all of those communities, The Hagerstown and Frederck Trolley Trails would connect Thurmont
with Frederick and Frederick with Middletown. One of the listed Action ltems in the 2018
Frederick County Bikeways & Trail Plan is to perform preliminary engineering on the Main
Street Connector Trails/Bikeways with grant money leveraped to facilitate the connectors,

The Bikeways & Trail Plan includes a map showing a proposed Middletown-Myersville Trolley

{H&F railroad which operated an electnc troiley system between Frederick and Haperstown.
This line opened for trolley service in 1896 and was abandoned in the 1930’s and 1940’s. This
trail segment is primanly in agriceltural land use and is 10 miles in length.

Transportation Issues

l. A-major priority of the Middletown planning effort is the construction of a parkway to
reduce through traffic in the center of Town. The Town can facilitate the construction of a
patkway by reserving road right-of-ways during the development review process.
Parkway roads can also be built to standards determined by the Town and funded by
development. The most likely way to get developer built roads is through properties
approved for development.

2, Road construction is governed by street design standards found in the Middletown Design
Manual. New road construction needs to be better integrated into the character of the
Town and to the relationship with Main Strect. New roads should compliment the
existing Town street pattern. The Town should consider the appropriate streets for bicycle
lanes, or wider shoulders, and design these streets accordingly.

3 fThe recommendations for the roads around Middletown on the Frederick County
Comprehensive Plan should be reviewed for acceptance into the Town,

4. The Town should study concepts for revitalization of downtown streets.
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The Town should consider improvements to the sidewalk system for continuous
connections throughout Middletown thus developing a uniform pedestrian experience.

Transportation Goals:

]

. _Provide safe, reliable circulation within the Town.
2,

Improve transportation links with the roads outside of the Town limits.

3. Establish traffic count data levels for future planning efforts.

4.

Provide additional sidewalk connections where needed.

[ransportation Objectives & Policies

Middletown will continue to pursue the identification and construction of a parkway, as
well as alternative approaches to reducing through traffic along US Route 40-A. This
includes participation by the Town in several ongoing studies being conducted by the
Maryland Department of Transportation and the State Highway Administration)

The planned improvements to the transportation system shall correspond to and support
the overall Municipal Growth Plan, including scaling of streets to foster community
cohesiveness and the provision of inter-connected streets where possible.

Planned road improvements shown in the Comprehensive Plan will be required to be
provided during development review with an emphasis on construction and dedication
over reservation. In addition, the development review process will consider transit,
bicycle and pedestrian improvement requirernents.

Middletown will consider alternative transportation proposals which reduce traffic
congestion. This can include improvements to sidewalk systems, and pedestrian shared
use paths, consideration of road design to include bicycle path lanes or wider shoulders,
and the role the Town government may play in ridesharing/carpooling programs.
Furthermeore, in recognition of the fact that US 40A has been designated as an existing or
future bikeway by SHA, the Town could work to ensure that bicycle parking and other
amenities and enticements are available to the long—distance bicyclists traveling between
Central and Western Maryland and points west.

The Town will require dedication or reservation of land during subdivision review for
potential greenway connections.

[ransportation Plans

The purpose of the transportation proposald is to identify new road links, the type of road to be
built, and other transportation proposals needed to facilitate the movement of people. A
functional classification system has been adopted which designates local, collector and arterial
road standards. The location of collector and arterial streets has been identified and mapped s0
that reservation or dedication can be required during the development review process. Additional
transportation proposals will also be discussed.
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Functional Classification System — See Figure 5-4, Transportation Map.

Arterials - These are roads which support the County interstate system in providing longer
distance connections from the rural areas owtside of Town and linking Middletown with other
communities in the County. They carry moderate to high volumes of traffic and typically provide
access to the interstate system. They should have bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in the
form of shoulders/sidewalks and/or parallet shared use paths. Arterial roads such as Holter Road
and MD Rt, 17 will be within an 80 fi. right-of-way. The parkway alternative will require a 150
ft. right-of-way with limited access in accordance with State Highway Administration
requirements. The Arterials listed on the Plan are as follows:

Northemn parkway (new road connection)
Southem parkway (new road connection)
Middletown Parkway

MD 17 south of town limits

MD 17 north of town limits

Holter Road south of Middletown Parkway
Rt. 40-A/Main Street

Collectors - Collector roads support the arterial road system by carrying traffic from the local
roads and subdivisions to the arterial road network. All Collector road improvements shall
require bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in the form of shoulders/sidewalks and/or
parallel shared use paths. Collector links have been identified on the Plan’s Transportation Map;
however, additional Collector links may be needed. Collectors identified are as follows:

Church Street

Franklin Street (north of southern parkway)

Coblentz Road

Layla Drive (between Hollow Road & Smithfield Drive)

Smithfield Drive

Glenbrook Drive to the second intersection with Stone Springs Lane
North Pointe Terrace up to first intersection with West Green Street
East Green Street

West Green Street {planned-upgrade)

Cone Branch Drive up to Foxfield Pass

Local Roads — Local roads provide direct access to abultmg propem&s and are destgned to
handle relatively low traffic volumes. New-Localres Btk he-plensond
shatl-be —proverded -us - individeal - propertes - devel-op a-ueu-ﬂimg fir th-e speerf"e nﬁeds. of the
develepment—All local road improvements shall require curb, gutter and sidewalks with a
pavement width of 32-36 ft., within a 50-60 fi. right-of-way, according to the Town Design
Manual.
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Other Transportation Retated Implementation Recommendations

While traffic movement is primarily related to the automobile, the Town can play a role in
non-automobile related transportation efforts. Primarily, these efforts will be related to
movement of people within the Town limits for recreation, shopping and schools, These include
designation of greenways along stream valley areas for hiking and designation of a bicycle route
through Town, as well as planning for on and off-street routes connecting to other communities.

Finally, the Town should explore the role that could be played in ride-sharing and carpooling. As
a Town service, the Town could provide matching of people with destinations. This could be
accomplished by simply matching individuals for pickup at homes or by provision of a ride-share
parking lot.
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MIDDLETOWN-MYERSVILLE TROLLEY

TRAIL

This would be a rail-to-trail conversion on a portion of the Hagerstown and
Frederick (H&F) railroad which operated an electric trolley system between
Frederick and Hagerstown. This line opened for trolley service in 1896 and
was abandoned in the 1930's and 1940's. The eastern portion of the
corridor would connect Frederick and Middletown and has been developed
with mostly residential uses. It has not been determined if the corridor is
still protected as an electric utility right-of-way. The segment between
Middletown and Myersville is primarily in agricultural land use.

Project Details
Status: Not constructed and not yet funded.

Jurisdiction: County, Town of Middletown, Town of Myersville

Type of Trail: Multi-Use

Length: 10 miles

Beginning Point; Frederick (Mt. Philip Rd)

Ending Point: Myersville (Main Street)

Issues

 Identifying an appropriate terminus where the trail would enter
Frederick City.

¢ Crossing I-70 along US 40A and on MD 17 in Myersville.

o The grade over Braddock Mountain.

o It needs to be determined if the original right-of-way is still intact.

o Agricultural impacts between Middletown and Myersville,

EdiLd &
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Chapter 6 COMMUNITY FACILITIES

The planning for future community facilities is a major part of the Comprehensive Plan. Future land use
proposals will create a need for expanded public facilities. The growth projected in the Plan must be
accompanied by a provision of adequate public facilities. In the case where public facilities are already
inadequate, then the Community Facilities Chapter must identify potential solutions to the problems.

In this chapter, there will be background information on the existing facilities and services and policy
recommendations for the provision of public facilities. Where appropriate, there will be a recommendation for
future actions to provide adequate public facilities. tSee Figure 6-1, Public Facilities Map.

Schoold

Existing Conditions: The Town of Middletown and the Middletown Valley nearby-area-is_are served by four
schools; Middletown Primary, Middletown Elementary, Middletown Middle and Middletown High. All pupils
within the corporate limits currently are within the Middletown Feeder areaSeheol-Distriet. The Middletown
Elementary, Middle and High schools are located in one large campus location north of Green Street on the
north side of Town. The-rew Middletown Primary School, which serves pre-kindergarten through 2™ grade, is
located on the south side of Town on Franklin Street. Some of the students from developments near Middletown
attend the Myersville Elementary School in Myersville, which is a feeder school for Middletown Middle School.
While the Town does not provide school services, Town growth will impact school capacities and the need for
additional schools.

In 202069, the Middletown Primarykigh School is the only area school that exceeds capacity. It iz projected to
excesd capacity every vear through 2029, In addition, portable classrooms are presently being utilized at
Middletewn—Middle{2-porables); Middletown High (35 portables) and Myeesville—Elementary Middletown
Primary (1 4-classroom portable).  Portable classrooms allow class sizes to be maintained at 25 students per
class.

Planned Board Of Education {BOE} Improvements: There are two BOE future projects in the Middletown area
included in 020 Educational ilities Master Plan. They are modemizations of Middletown Middle Schoeal
{construction 2027-2028) and Middletown High School {construction 2028-2029). MNeither project is intended to
increase school capacity, but will update the building systems to current standards. Fhere-is-one BOEfuture

project in the Middlewwn aren- which will incresse school capociy when completed. - Thepddition 1o
Msddt-emw» Hﬂh &h@ﬂ{ﬂw E-JIH} weil} md J{—} seata, & pm‘v H:ru-:.y ﬂl-unn-ed- Myemdlc Melichille Soband-o

TABLE 6-1
PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS*
Capaely 2007 ZCIEE Zulb o Moy 20bd Sode A Judd A0S Iode HT

-{ Commented [CU2): nctude aerial view of school complex?

Commented [CUL): Arthough this is stated, it is not provided
for in this chager.
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Actual Projected

Capacity 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 @ 2026 2027 2028 2029
Middletown
Primary 445
Middletown Elem. 490 472 | 443 444 | 447 | 465 | 469 | 465 | 460 | 466 | 478
Middletown
Middle 1072 785 | 812 | 827| 344 | 829 832| 827 828 | 836 833 827
Middletown High 1338 1125 | 1136 | 1101 | 1097 | 1139 | 1139 [ 1203 | 1202 | 116t | 1191E 1176

75- Eool
Percent Capacity  <75% 89% oo%

£ 20037 Figmbress o Suraisl T ausual saroHmme-persenkage 200 Rauresgrefrem-Lheoomber 200 quanterhy ommlaein ppren
Source: BOE Educational Facilities Master Plan-twisnusb-bipdate, JureSepsember 201068

Parkland

Developed parkland resources available to Middletown residents in or near Mlddletown consists of Municipal
parkland, County parkland, and Board of Education land. In addition, several parcels within devclopments have
been reserved as open space for recreational uses. Open space protects plant and wildlife t and wil
migration cortidors, helps to preserve groundwater recharge areas, maintains scenic views and landscapes, and
provides recreational opportunities. (hpen space also provides pleasant places for groups to congregate and
gngage in team spaorts. Over many decades Middletown has created parks to meet the recreational needs of the
community. Today there is 0 2,200 sguare feet of parkland for every resident in town, which exceeds the
1,500 square feet amount typically found in towns and cities throughout America, In a study {2020} done by The
Trust for Public Land, 85% of Middletown residents live within a 10-minute walk of a park. The national
average is just 54%. Under the town's current development rules, new parkland will be added when future
neighborhopds are buill.

.The_déqelope_ti_ parkland in Middletown is as follows: -

TABLE 6-2
Parkland lnventory within Town Limits
Ebm Sireel Pocket '
| Park | +H6-EHoclW—Main St I 6:003 | bemohlandseaping = 0 0 |
Memoral-Pack Eastside S ChumbhSiset | 5460 | softball-basketball pavilion totlet

- { Commented [cua3: 7




1 L ma-surpessesur
b Mg Sasa 5 5
Wles-Braneh-Rack Steeat Iaanh el morpoes Lokl
Northside-of Morth-Potate- |
s Hevste b dbos Fewr 0002 | otlet
GlerbrasleSaseer
Field Seuthadeelllonbresl- D 2260 | seecerfield trails =
Cone Branch-Pocket | Westside-of Cone-Branoh |
Park | Be: 1350 | gaseborbenhes highted paths
HarhPowtePark Heorhade et imnSk 9200 | undevelepedrpond
B |
Greer-Aren  ConterefBadenuBr 2350 : A ;
TFetal-Poellend-itlbn
Fown-Limits e
TABLE 6-3
Parldand lnventory-outside of Town-Limits
Sbsb e Bade eeesl 0L 0G0 Becde M badtere Flapd 3900 | undevelaped
Huawhotterrn Park —Pareel 42 | 9000 Blouk Hewbotorm Rond 31250 | waresaliped
| Remsberg Park Southside of Holter Roud A7.000 | wndeveloped
‘Fotak-Farkinnd owside of Towa
femits p o Dl
~Fotad Parkland - 194,60
Parkland Inventory within Town Limits
Site Name =| Site Location _Acreagg1 : Facili
Fq_x_f_igli@mway ] ._WE taide ofll'olluw Rd. | 13.100 | trails, gazebo
Elm Street Pocket Park 100 Block W. Main 5t. | 0.003 Il scapin __ |
zoftball field, basketball court,
pavilions, tot lot, playground,
Memorial Park | Eastside 5 Church Street 5.460 | bathrooms
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[ basketball courts, tot lot, trails,

| ! pavilions, multipurpose field,
bathrooms, dog park, community
Wiles Branch Park | Southside of West Main Street 25.386 | garden
Narth Pointe Tot-Lot Northside of North Pointe Terr 0.002 | tot tot &
| Glenbrook Soccer Field Southside of Glenbrook Dr. | 2.260 | soccer field = A
| Cone Branch Pocket Park | Westside of Cone Branch Dr. 1.350 | gazebo, benches, lighted paths -
Cone Branch Walking ; == y
| Trail Prop. Southside of Linden Blvd. I.Z:?_(_) undevelgfmd_ _ii|
North Pointe Park Northside West Main St. 9.200 | undeveloped, pond, trails
Hollow Creek Park | 7700 Hollow Road 12.441 | undevelopad
Jefferson Village - Green =
Area Center of Boileau Dr. | 2.350 | tot lot, walking trails, picnic tables |
i I Figlds, pond, pavilions, frisbee golf.
marble court, playground, basketball
Middletown County Park | Westside of Coblentz Road 19.000 | courts, picnic facilities, trails,
Total Parkland within Town
- Limits  150.77
Parkland Inventory outside of Town Limits
| Site Name ' Site Eocation | Acreage Facilities Use o
Hawbottom Park - Parcel |
#l = }W\vbgnom Road _3.900 | undev
Hawbottom Park - Parcel
#2 9000 Block Hawbottom Road 31.250 | undeveloped |
Hawbottom Park - Parcel i
| 187 Watershed property | 53.900 | undeveloped
| ! fields, walking trails, playground,
Remsberg Park Southside of Holter Road ] £7.900 | bathrooms.
Total Parkland outside of
Town Limits 176'95.
Total Parkland 328,72

Source: Middletown Staff 20206




Private park facilities exist at the Middletown Amvets. This 6 acre site includes picnic facilities with a pavilion
and horseshoe courts. Also within the Town of Middletown are the-Middletewn-CountyParlc-and recreation
facilities and fields on properties owned by the Board of Education, The-75-sers-Couni-awaed-park-is locatad
on-Coments Road-and+ loeared adiceant o -the Whddletrwn High Schood, This pork ollers such onerities us
hphted hastethall conrs preme faethdos play emipment, frasls: sports Gelds, tishiea, horseshoe pits, a

Library Facilities

The Middletown Library was constructed in 1990 on a .87 acre lot adjeining the old elementary school on
Prospect Street. The building consists of 2500 sq.ft. In fiscal year 201 92007-08 (July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008),
the Middletown Branch Llibrary had a circulalion of 174,28835:922 items. In addition, tThe library-alse offers
meny regular programmings_for children, t Its as well as a variety of physical and digiral content,
inghuding ohildren’s story IM boen pmgmmm—und—ad&h—bm&k—&&h&rwrweﬁ—m—&t;ﬁe—hhmﬁ
faeilities: Frederick County is in the process of designing a new 15,2350 square-fool library to be built in 2022-23
on land deeded to the County adiacent to the Middletown Glen subdivision on East Green Stregt,

Fire & Ambulance Service

The Middletown Fire and Ambulance Company is pmﬂy—located on Franklin Srr:m adjacent to the
Middletown Primary School. Bouth-Ehuroh-Swreet;

fwpitities ot their earmival grownds. The firemen have a service area of approximately 35 square miles for the fire
company with a larger service area for the ambulance company. There are roughly 70 active volunteers and feur
piri-empayesswih-additonsl-peopletavabred-wother fire company oclivities. the fire station is staffed 24
hours a day with 5 personnel,

Fhres-paid-emmoress—areon-dubfrom-i0 A M, unti-&00 PM. il are crossimined Bor-both fire-and
e T

The[Fire Company building}was constructed in 20184050 withseveral-lateradditions, and houses a tanker truck,
two Class A pumper trucks, ere-alder-purapertrusls a brush truck, a ladder truck and two ambulances as well as
a chief's vehicle.  The Middletown Fire Company also owns 147 acres located offs Franklin Street_on
Fireman's Way, which presently is used for carnivals and ether includes an aActivities Building to benefit the
Fire Company g5 well as a storage building. Fhe-Fire-Company-proposes-te-relocate-the fire-station-thers-n-the
nearfiure:

Per Rich’s suggestion, I'll add information about the emergency sirgn located behind the Municipal building,

Police Servi

Law enforcement within the Middletown corporate limits is provided through the Frederick County Sheriff
Community Deputy Program in which deputies are assigned to the Town and maintain office facilities within
the Town Municipal Building. Middletown reimburses the County in an annual contract for this service. Law
enforcement outside the corporate limits is provided by the Frederick County Sheriff's Department and the
Maryland State Police.

-5

- { Commented [CUS]: Will include photo of new fire stztion
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The contract for three deputies that Middletown has with the Frederick County Sheriff’s Department has an
annual cost of approximately $400,79H20.800-per-deputy per year, which has remained consistent since 2010.
The Middletown Deputies duties include criminal investigations, traffic citations, and meetings and
presentations with various community groups such as the Community Watch Programs. The community
deputicsy regularly schedules assignments for traffic enforcement on local streets.

Bolid Wastd

The Town presently contracts with a private hauler for municipal collection once a week of residential waste.
Large commercial and industrial users must contract for their own waste disposal,

Middletown participates in the County recycling program and has its own yard waste program. The curb-side
recycling program is-#tew a single-stream program with 65-gallon containers that are picked up bi-weekly and
contracted by Frederick County. Recycling material includes glass, paper, cans, cardboard, newspapers,
magazines, books, aluminum food and beverage cansfod; juice cartons and-mest plastic_bottles, tubs, jars and
jugs. The curb-side yard waste program involves one day a week, seasonal pick-up of grass clippings; and
leaves.

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance

On October 15, 1991, Frederick County adopted an Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFQ), which has
been amended several times, including the most recent changes adopted on November 13, 2014, Oetober—t4
200%- In simplest terms, the APFO does not permit development to proceed if certain public facilities are not
adequate or planned to be adequate within the near future. The County’s APFO measures four facilities
required to be adequate; roads, public water facilities, public sewer facilities, and schools. Fhe County ia
curreftly-conundern adding o Rith meassre-ofrdequasywhichwauld-besrergenoy response limes.-Theewn
af-Middlotewn—is-eurrentiy—sensidering—enseting—an—AREQ—ef4s—ewm_The State of Maryland has given
Middletown the authority to ensect an APFO. The Town has chosen to control growth through other means such
as annexation agreements, residential and commercial growth policies, and comprehensive planning.

Questions for PC
o List social services? Day care genjers for children?.

s List gultural facilines? Mugeumg®,

o Show percent of siudsnis atiending Middistown schools that actwally within the town limits?

e Tolkabout any CIP profects 1hag are communigy facilities and how they might be funded?
o Inglude an assessment of the condition of the facilitigs?

o Inglude schiogl sites wilh playgprounds? Golf course? Histoncal sites? Cemeteries?

#  Include a priontized list of opportunities For park linkages?;

—eee

mmented [CUB): Per Rich's suggestion, Ill add in
| about the recycling drop-off at the County Park,
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Town of Middletown Planning Department

To:  Burgess & Commissioners and Middletown Planning Commission
From: Cindy Unangst, Staff Planner
Date: 10/8/2020

RE: Monthly Planning Update - October

Major Subdivisions:

Foxfield Section 6 (Coblentz Road) — Active-adult special exception use recommended approval by
PC to BOA — January 21, 2020; Board of Appeals approved special exception use — August 31, 2020

Site Plans, Plats and Minor Subdivisions:

Caroline’s View/Horman Apartments (East Green Street)- Site Plan approved — April 21, 2008 (no
sunset provisions prior to November 14, 2010)
Improvement Plans conditionally approved — May 17, 2010 (no sunset provisions prior to 11/10)
Revised Improvement Plan mylars signed — July 21, 2017
Next step — submittal of PWAs for approval and apply for building and grading permits

Cross Stone Commons (Middletown Parkway) — Revised Site Plan conditionally approved — 10/20/14
Improvement Plan mylars signed — November 6, 2015
FRO plantings completed — December 23, 2019
Next step — submittal of architectural renderings for building #2 for review/approval

Hollow Creek Professional Center (Alt. 40A)- Forest Stand Delineation approved — April 16, 2018
Revised Site plan conditionally approved by PC — October 21, 2019 (Plans expire 10/21/22)
Revised Preliminary Forest Conserv. Plan conditionally approved — November 18, 2019
Board of Appeals approved self-storage use — February 26, 2020 (Expires Feb. 26, 2021)
Architectural renderings approved by PC — June 15, 2020
Next step — submission of FFCP and Improvement plans for PC review

Franklin Commons (Franklin Street) -
Resubmitted site plan conditionally approved — May 21, 2018 (Plans expire May 21, 2021)
BOA approved height variance request — July 12, 2018 (BOA approval expired July 12, 2019}
BOA variance request approved — September 30, 2020
Improvement plans conditionally re-approved — March 18, 2019 (Plans expire March 18, 2022)
Letter of credit has been submitted to County and PWA’s have been signed — Good to Go

Jiffas (Summers Drive) — Forest Conservation Plan approved & Improvement Plan conditionally approved
for commercial use — October 20, 2008 (no sunset provisions prior to November 14, 2010)

Architectural plans approved by PC for duplex — March 16, 2015

BOA approval for variance requests for duplex — March 29, 2016 (Expired March 29, 2017)

Next step — apply for variance requests for siting of duplex building



Middletown County Park (Coblentz Road) — FSD and FCP approved — Feb. 17, 2020
Middletown Library (E. Green Street) — Concept plan submitted for review — October 5, 2020

Middletown Water Storage Tank (Ashky Ct.) -
Final Forest Conservation Plan conditionally approved by PC - June 17, 2019
Improvement Plans conditionally approved - July 15, 2019 (Plans expire July 15, 2022)

Miller Property (East Main Street) — Phase III Revised Site plan approved by PC - June 17, 2019
Phase III Redline Site & Improvement Plans conditionally approved — Sept. 16, 2019
Next step — submittal of Phase IV site plan for review and approval

Richland Driving Range (Glenbrook Drive)- Concept plan reviewed by PC — January 18, 2016
Revised Site Plan conditionally approved — January 15, 2018 (Plans expire January 15, 2021)
Improvement Plans reviewed and tabled by PC — September 17, 2018
Next step — submittal of improvement plans for review and approval

School Complex roadway plans (Schoolhouse Drive) — Improvement plans and FCP plans reviewed &
approved by Town Board — May 8, 2017 (informed June 2017 funding was not approved for project)
SWM plans re-submitted to Frederick County and SCD for review/approval - 8/3/17
(Planning Commission reviewed plans as courtesy to Town Board. No expiration date of approval
due to type of plans - i.e., no structures, etc. — just changes to roadways, sidewalks.)

St. Thomas More Academy Site Plan revision (Prospect St) -
Revised site plan approved — September 21, 2020 (Expires September 21, 2023)
Revised site plan to be revisited in five years — September 2025

Annexations:

A.C. Jets Property- PC approval of annexation petition of 35.96 acres — December 21, 2009
Public hearing date - Monday, October 11, 2010
Annexation petition denied by Town Board — October 11, 2010

Admar Property — PC approval of consistency with zoning/comp plan — February 20, 2017
Public Hearing - April 5, 2018

Town Board passed annexation resolution — April 9, 2018

Text Amendments: Liquor store text amendment inquiries
Temporary sign regulations — Cindy will be working on this with town attorney

Reports:
Grants: MESC grant application deadline — November 13th

Meetings: Next Middletown Green Team Meeting — October 20, 2020

Next Joint town board/planning commission workshop -






