Middletown

AGENDA FOR THE TOWN MEETING

October 25, 2021
7:00PM p.m.
REVISED
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
CALL TO ORDER
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

PERSONAL REQUESTS FOR AGENDA
* Ms. Barry Salisbury — Trolly Path (From Middletown to Myersville)

CONSENT AGENDA
¢ Town Meeting Minutes
O QOctober 7, 2021 — Town Workshop !
O October 11, 2021 — Town Meeting !

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

* Planning Commission Appointments °
* Discussion of Changes to the Chapter 8.08 — Nuisances

NEW BUSINESS:
* Proclamation for Business Appreciation Week !
¢ Ethics Commission Appointment '
» CQI Bidding for Electrical Power Generation !

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

# Identifies the Number of Times the Item has been on a Town Workshop and/or Town Meeting Agenda



ANNOUNCEMENTS:
* Halloween Parade — Saturday, October 30, 2021, Parade begins at 5:00PM

ADJOURNMENT

LIFESIZE MEETING LINK

Meeting link - https://call lifesizecloud.com/11085268
Passcode — 21769#
Extension - 11085268

If you have not used Lifesize for a meeting you will be prompted to download the app and then
click on Join As Guest. You will be asked to provide your name and you will have to enter the
Passcode to get into the meeting.

# " Identifies the Number of Times the Item has been on a Town Workshop and/or Town Meeting Agenda



ddletown

A Maryland Treasure
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Maryland is a nationwide leader in land
preservation. Frederick County is a leader
in Maryland. We have protected thousands
of acres of farmland, forest, and stream
valleys.

Middletown is an important part of this
success. We already have thousands of
acres preserved in the valley, creating a
picturesque and productive oasis from the
surrounding urban sprawl.




RECREATION CENTER

Great Parks

Two large county parks
2.75 miles of paved walking trails
Over 190 acres of parkland

Committed plans for paved
bike trail

Historically rich with strong
agricultural roots



Imagine...

A trail between the Middletown and
Myersville bringing

* safe, fun family-friendly
excursions,

* tourists to explore,

* students biking to schools or
games,

* visits with friends,

* lunch and shopping out

all without getting in a car.




It's bigger than one town.

Imagine a trail system connecting our towns and parks.
Utilizing the footprint of oid Trolley line would be an
amazing start of a connected trail system between

Middletown and Myersville.

Local efforts of Hagerstown & Frederick Trolley Trail
Association converting the old H&F line has proven
successful in uniting individuals, businesses, and
organizations in the community around the common
theme of promoting healthy living through hiking and
biking trails.



Trails add an extra tourism asset; drawing people
who otherwise might not have visited a town.

+ Pennsylvania's Schuylkill River Trail direct impact of $7.3M
and York Heritage Rail Trail $4.4M

* New Jersey, active-transportation-related infrastructure,
businesses and events contribute over S500M back into
economy.

. o . )
¥ E conomic Trails provide recreational activity options.
Data points on list rankings on “Best Places to Live” and “Best

Places to Raise a Family” include recreation options for
individuals/families and safe gathering choices.




Green infrastructure values -

* Provides cleaner air and water quality,
» Supportswildlife, and
* Links communities.

Quality of life values-

* Ensuresaccess tolocal food sources

» Creates new opportunities for fishing and nature
exploration

+ Builds connection with our natural environment,




Physical Activity

Living close to parks and other recreation
facilities is consistently related to higher
physical activity leveis for both adults and

youth.

Disease Prevention

Physical activity shown to prevent illness and
disease, they provide a remedy for all people to
address health inequities, and to lead healthier,

happier. more fulfilled lives.

Mental Health

Human connection to nature and the
outdoors connected to myriad of mental
and physical benefits.




Now more than ever, increase of recreation as result of
pandemic shows people prioritizing a connection to
nature.

Trails provide opportunities for social interaction and help
build sense of Community.

Provide historic interpretation opportunities for significant
and unique civil war, trolley and agricultural history

Provide equal access for all residents regardless of socio-
economic status

Create volunteer opportunities for youth and civic groups



Middletown

How we could lead-

6 Council could adopt a resolution
supporting trail exploration.

0 Agree to collaborate with other
towns and county officials.

a Apply for funds to create the plan
and begin development. A private
donor has offered a matching grant
of $100,000 towards construction
of the trail.




The time to
start is now!

Thank You.




QMAIN STREET

MIDDLETOWN
We are Celebrating!

Join Us in Saying Thank You to ° o,

Our Local Business Owners for

Business

Appreciation

Week

October 25th—-29th




BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS
OF MIDDLETOWN MARYLAND

VIRTUAL TOWN WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES

WORKSHOP MEETING October 7, 2021

The workshop meeting of the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown was called to order on October
7, 2021, by Burgess Miller at 7:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners Kevin Stottlemyer, Christopher
Goodman, Jennifer Falcinelli, Rick Dietrick and Jean LaPadula.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

PERSONAL REQUESTS FOR AGENDA:

Bob Smart, Chairman of Cable Committee — Progress Report - The cable committee is a temporary
committee formed to investigate alternatives to cable, internet, and broadband service within the Town.
Comcast is the primary provider in Town. Bob Smart, the committee chair, reported the committee’s
findings to date. The survey resuits have determined that 95% of respondents have Comcast for internet
service with 66% using them for tv service, and on average respondents using Comcast pay
approximately $150.00 per month. Because the Town has a provider it is not eligible for the government
programs which provide connectivity to places that do not have high speed internet. Though cable tv is
regulated, broadband/internet is not. The Committee has determined that there are two options potentially
available to Middletown in addition to Comcast. One is a young wireless 5G network company that
would install multi-use antenna poles throughout town. This would involve a Public Private Partnership
agreement and include a financial investment by the town to implement. The second is a cable provider
that would require a franchise agreement, but they would install and manage the fiber network at their
own expense. This company has an agreement with Frederick City and because of this will be running a
fiber trunk line through Middletown to connect Frederick to their network. The Committee recommends
going with the second option for several reasons. The committee created a web presentation explaining
streaming tv and how to connect to it thereby reducing residents’ reliance on cable tv and reducing their
bills. It is on the town website. The Committee also recommended the town drop the franchise fee
collected by Comcast to further reduce resident’s cable bills. The Town Board thanks the Committee
members for their hard work on this issue.

STAFF REPORTS:

Deputy Report —Deputy Hewitt reviewed her report.

Staff Planner Report — Cindy reviewed her report.
Engineer’s Report — Bruce reviewed his report.

Main Street Manager Report — Becky reviewed her report.
Zoning Administrator’s Report — Mark reviewed his report.

CONSENT AGENDA:
¢  Town Meeting Minutes
o September 27, 2021 — Town Meeting

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:



Comprehensive Plan — Chapter Review — The Town Board reviewed the draft version of the Water
Resource Element chapter. It is not in the new format. Much of the information for the 2010 Comp Plan
was from Frederick County but had been updated to represent Middletown information. The Staff Planner
is reviewing the information on both water and sewer. The Project Manager is reviewing the information
on the stormwater management component. The Water and Sewer Committee will be reviewing this
chapter at their October meeting. They will be providing their comments and recommendations as well.
Town Board members were asked to review this draft chapter and send any comments to the Staff
Planner.

AC Jets Annexation — The Town Board listed the items that must be addressed to move the AC Jets
Annexation through the annexation process, per the State requirement. The items include determination of
Town Board to support or deny the applicant’s use of the Brinkley Bill for additional water allocation
from MDE, development of an annexation resolution, development of an annexation plan and the
Planning Commission’s review of the annexation petition for consistency with the current Comp Plan.
The Town Board will address the Brinkley Bill request at the October 11, 2021, Town Board meeting.
The Planning Commission has determined that the revised petition for annexation is consistent with the
current Comp Plan. Town Board members were asked to review both the draft annexation resolution and
the draft annexation plan documents provided at tonight’s meeting and provide comment. These
documents do not necessarily mean the Town is going to annex the property. These are documents that
must be created as required by the State anytime there is an annexation petition. Once both documents
have been finalized, they will be sent to both the County and the state Planning Departments for review
for 30 days. Once the documents have made it through the review process, public hearings will be held 1
month later (after required advertising), and then the annexation agreement will be voted upon. It was
suggested that after Monday’s Town Board meeting that a “skeleton” annexation agreement be created
that begins addressing required items that must be included.

Introduction of Ordinance 21-10-01 - Formula Restaurants - The Town Board reviewed the formula
restaurant draft ordinance provided by the Town Attomey. If there are no changes suggested at the next
Town Board meeting, public hearings can be scheduled. Public hearings will have to be held by both the
Planning Commission and the Town Board, to be followed by a vote by the Town Board.

NEW BUSINESS:

Petition From Resident in Foxfield for Removal of Trees in SWM Pond — The Town has received a
petition from residents of Foxfield requesting the removal of weeping willow trees and additional
overgrowth in the stormwater management (SWM) pond across from the county park citing several safety
concerns. The Town Administrator provided photos taken showing the current state of tree growth and
overgrowth of all the SWM ponds in Middletown. When first constructed that SWM pond was based on
the quantity of water to be held per MDE standards at the time. Those standards have changed from
quantity to quality. Quality includes having tree growth and overgrowth in SWM ponds to act as
additional filters of the water. This is an item for the October 11" Town Board meeting.

Discussion of Design of ENR Grant for West WWTP — The Town applied for a grant to assist with the
upgrade to the West WWTP, or construction of a brand new West WWTP. The Town is ranked 11" on
the list of applicants and will receive funding. As part of the requirements for receiving the grant monies a
comprehensive study must be completed. With the addition of the ARP projects to the timeline, this
project will flounder, and the opportunity will be lost. The Director of Public Works is requesting the
Town Board consider contracting a consultant to oversee this project from start to finish. A respected
organization has been identified as the prospective consultant. This would cost the Town up to
$10,000.00.
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Review of Screening Definition of the Town Code — The Town Board began discussing the definition
of screening as it is currently written within the Town Code as it relates to unregistered vehicles with
expired tags. The definition currently states, “Screening means the use of fencing, walls, vegetation or
berms to shield or obscure an object or use from view from adjoining and nearby properties.” Since the
code does not provide specifics Zoning Administrators have applied their own interpretation when
responding to complaints. It was noted that the Town’s definition of nuisance was limited compared to
other municipalities. The Zoning Administrator was tasked with researching language for inoperable
vehicles and if they are allowed, language for being in a garage or structure.

It was discussed that the property at | North Pointe Circle has an open construction site that is a hazard.
The Town Board will send a letter to the Frederick County Permits Office notifying them that the site is
unsafe.

Planning Commission Appointments — Three seats on the Planning Commission will be coming up for
appointment/reappointment at the end of this year.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

s March of the Scarecrows — Saturday, October 16, 2021, from 2:00PM - 5:00PM.

» Middletown Halloween Parade — Saturday, October 30, 2021. Parade begins at 5:00PM

o Tree & Shrub Planting at the Hollow Creek Stream Restoration Area —~ Friday, October 15, 2021,
beginning at 8:304M. Please bring shovels, gloves and wear appropriate footwear.

e Moran Foundation Blade Show Ceremony — Saturday, October 16, 20211:00PM, The Town
Board is invited to attend and be recognized.

Workshop adjourned at 9:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Annette Alberghini,
Office Manager



BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS
OF MIDDLETOWN MARYLAND

VIRTUAL TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES

TOWN MEETING October 11, 2021

The meeting of the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown was called to order on October 11, 2021,
by Burgess Miller at 7:00 p.m. Present via Zoom were Commissioners Jennifer Falcinelli, Christopher
Goodman, Jean LaPadula, Kevin Stottlemyer, and Rick Dietrick.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
PERSONAL REQUESTS FOR AGENDA:

CONSENT AGENDA:

¢ Town Meeting Minutes
o September 27, 2021 — Town Meeting

Motion: Commissioner Falcinelli motioned to approve the consent agenda as presented. Seconded by
Commissioner Dietrick. Motion approved (5-0).

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Comprehensive Plan — Chapter Review — The Town Board reviewed the draft version of the Water
Resource Element chapter. It is not in the new format. Much of the information for the 2010 Comp Plan
was from Frederick County but had been updated to represent Middletown information. The Staff Planner
is reviewing the information on both water and sewer. The Project Manager is reviewing the information
on the stormwater management component. The Water and Sewer Committee will be reviewing this
chapter at their October 27, 2021 meeting. They will be providing their comments and recommendations
as well. Town Board members were asked to review this draft chapter and send any comments to both the
Staff Planner and the Water Sewer Committee.

AC Jets Annexation — Burgess Miller listed the items that must be addressed to move the AC Jets
Annexation through the annexation process, per the State requirement. The items include determination of
Town Board to support or deny the applicant’s use of the Brinkley Bill for additional water allocation
from MDE, development of an annexation resolution, development of an annexation plan and the
Planning Commission’s review of the annexation petition for consistency with the current Comp Plan.
The applicants revised their original annexation petition so that the petition is now consistent with both
the Town’s and the County’s Comp Plans. They are willing to hold off development of the property for

10 years. They are very willing to work with the Town. The Planning Commission has determined that
the revised petition for annexation is consistent with the current Comp Plan. There has been opposition to
this annexation petition from town residents.

* Request for Support to Use the Brinkley Bill — The applicants have asked the Town to support their
submission to the State to use the Brinkley Bill to secure additional water allocation from MDE for



the property. Most of the property lies within the Hollow Creek aquifer which has been over
allocated. The Brinkley Bill was written to address cases such as this and has been used successfully
by other towns. The thought is that MDE would look at state lands that lie within the aquifer where
water would not be needed to make their additional allocation determination. The applicants will
cover all the costs associated with this water allocation request. Any additional allocations from MDE
would go to the town not the developer, though there is no guarantee that MDE would allocate any
additional water. Questions were raised regarding the Town’s “water safety net” during times of
drought. The Town requires reserve capacity from developers, and MDE includes calculations when
addressing developments to insure reserve capacity.

Motion: Commissioner Stottlemyer motioned to deny town support of the applicant’s use of the Brinkley
Bill for additional water allocation from MDE. Seconded by Commissioner Falcinelli. Motion approved
(5-1) Commissioner LaPadula voted against the motion.

¢ Draft Annexation Resolution — Tonight the Town Board reviewed the draft annexation
resolution for the AC Jets annexation petition. Once finalized this document would be what the
Town Board votes on to either approve or deny the annexation petition.

¢ Draft Annexation Plan — This document addresses the impacts that the annexation would have
on town facilities and services. Impacts include but are not limited to growth, schools, and
emergency services. This draft includes comments from the Staff Planner that need to be
addressed by the developer.

¢ Draft Annexation Agreement — In tonight’s meeting packet is a copy of the last annexation
agreement developed when the last petition for annexation was submitted for the property. Work
on the new annexation agreement has not yet begun. The new annexation agreement would not go
into effect unless the annexation resolution is passed by the Town Board.

Introduction of Ordinance 21-10-01 - Formula Restaurants - The Town Board reviewed the draft
formula restaurant ordinance provided. The updates to this ordinance are that wherever in this document it
stated the words “prohibit” or “prohibition” that they are now changed to “restrict” or “restricted”. Public
hearings will have to be scheduled by both the Planning Commission and the Town Board, to be followed
by a vote by the Town Board.

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:

WATER & SEWER - Commissioner Falcinelli reported:

Water use for September — 300,680 gal., spring flow for September — 91,340 gal., East WWTP treated
312,000 gals. and the West WWTP treated 342,000 gals. The Town received 10.2 inches of rain in
September. Due to the high rainfall this past month there was high levels of &I into the water treatment
system. There are CIP and ARP monies to address this problem and the [&I projects are moving forward.
Water valve replacement is ongoing throughout the Town. Water valve replacement is occurring because
all valves built and installed between 1999 and 2003 have bonnets that have bolts holding them in place
under pressure. Those bolts have been found to deteriorate until the bonnet is blown off the valve. Our
crews are replacing those original bolts with stainless steel bolts. They replace the bolts in 10-12 valves
annually. The reservoir tank project is now complete. The Water and Sewer Committee will be meeting
October 27, 2021, at 7:00PM to review the Comp Plan chapter on the Water Resource Elements.

PUBLIC WORKS - Commissioner Dietrick reported:
[n addition to what was reviewed in the Water and Sewer Committee report, town crews have been busy
supporting the Heritage Festival, Vintage Vehicles in the Valley and preparing for the Scare crow event.
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Broad Street project is installing new vaults and a temporary water line with connections. Paving was
completed to the future site of the Maintenance Facility. The gate at the large dog area of the dog park
has been repaired. The speed sign has been moved to several locations throughout town.

SUSTAINABILITY - Commissioner Stottlemyer reported:

October 15, 2021 the committee will be Tree & Shrub Planting at the Hollow Creek Stream Restoration
Area - Friday, October 15, 2021, beginning at 8:30AM. Please bring shovels, gloves and wear
appropriate footwear and dress for the weather. The Committee is still in discussion with Middletown
schools regarding the “Lunch Out of Landfills” Program set-up.

PLANNING COMMISSION - Commissioner LaPadula reported:

The Planning Commission workshop is scheduled for October 13, 2021. The Planning Commission
meeting is scheduled for October 18,2021. Agenda items include reviewing the library property
subdivision and continued review of Chapter 7 of the Comp Plan.

PARKS AND REC. COMMITTEE - Commissioner Goodman reported:

The committee received a quote for a metal maintenance free gazebo for Wiles Branch Park which will be
reviewed at the committee’s next meeting. It was suggested that the Town Board, MV AA representatives

and the Parks and Recreation Committee meet jointly to discuss and develop a master plan for Remsberg

Park. This plan would incorporate ideas and amenities for all ages. Developing a survey was suggested to
get resident’s ideas.

PUBLIC INFORMATION - Commissioner Falcinelli reported:

Residents are reminded to sign up for the Town email distribution service and Alert Frederick if they have
not done so already. In September, the top five town website pages visited were 1. Events page, 2. Parks
3. Business Directory, 4. Water & Sewer and 5. Community Calendar.

NEW BUSINESS:

Petition From Resident in Foxfield for Removal of Trees in SWM Pond — The Town has received a
petition from residents of Foxfield requesting the removal of weeping willow trees and additional
overgrowth in the stormwater management (SWM) pond across from the county park citing several safety
concerns. The Town Administrator provided photos taken showing the current state of tree growth and
overgrowth of all the SWM ponds in Middletown. When first constructed that SWM pond was based on
the quantity of water to be held per MDE standards at the time. Those standards have changed from
quantity to quality. Quality includes having tree growth and overgrowth in SWM ponds to act as
additional filters of the water. The Town Administrator will be contacting MDE and DNR for more
information on SWM ponds.

Discussion of Design of ENR Grant for West WWTP — The Town applied for a grant to assist with the
upgrade to the West WWTP, or construction of a brand new West WWTP. The Town is ranked 11" on
the list of applicants and will receive funding. As part of the requirements for receiving the grant monies a
comprehensive study must be completed. With the addition of the ARP projects to the timeline, this
project will flounder, and the opportunity will be lost. The Director of Public Works is requesting the
Town Board consider contracting a consuitant to oversee this project from start to finish. A respected
organization has been identified as the prospective consultant. This would cost the Town up to
$10,000.00.



Motion: Commissioner Falcinelli motioned to approve up to $10,000.00 for Town to contract with Gold
and Associates to manage the ENR grant project as recommended by the Director of Public Works.
Seconded by Commissioner LaPadula. Motion approved (6-0).

Review of Screening Definition of the Town Code — The Town Board began discussing the definition
of screening as it is currently written within the Town Code as it relates to unregistered vehicles with
expired tags. The definition currently states, “Screening means the use of fencing, walls, vegetation or
berms to shield or obscure an object or use from view from adjoining and nearby properties.” Since the
code does not provide specifics Zoning Administrators have applied their own interpretation when
responding to complaints. The Zoning Administrator was tasked with researching language for inoperable
vehicles and if they are allowed, language for being in a garage or structure. This will be an item on the
next joint meeting with the Planning Commission.

Planning Commission Appointments — Three seats on the Planning Commission will be coming up for
appointment/reappointment at the end of this year.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

*  March of the Scarecrows — Saturday, October 16, 2021, from 2:00PM - 5:00PM.
*  Middletown Halloween Parade — Saturday, October 30, 2021. Parade begins at 5:00PM

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Annette Alberghini,
Office Manager
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PROCLAMATION:
BUSINESS APPRECIATION WEEK, OCTOBER 25-29, 2021

WHEREAS, Main Street Middletown, MD Inc. is a local nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the
economic vitality of the Middletown Community; serving as the nexus between citizens, businesses, government,
as well as, county and statewide partners to revitalize, preserve, promote, and support the historic downtown

WHEREAS, Main Street Middletown, MD Inc. and the Town of Middletown wish to acknowledge that
Middletown businesses play a pivotal role in strengthening our community by their dedication to bringing
excellence to their profession, business, and to the community; thereby enhancing the economic well-being of all
Middletown citizens;

WHEREAS, the Middletown Burgess and Commissioners are pleased to recognize the accomplishments of
our entrepreneurs and local business leaders that contribute greatly to the vitality of our community;

WHEREAS, The Burgess and Commissioners are also appreciative of the responsiveness of the business
community to continue to serve the Middletown community in a safe and effective way during the COVID-19
pandemic;

WHEREAS, it is fitting to offer the citizens of Middletown a unique opportunity to recognize Middletown'’s
businesses for the essential role they play in moving Middletown forward; and

NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Burgess and Commissioners, by virtue of the authority vested in us as
Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown, Maryland, do hereby proclaim the week of October 25-29, 2021 as:

BUSINESS APPRECIATION WEEK

IN WITNESS WHEREOPF, We havé hereunto set our hands and caused the Seal of Middletown,
Maryland to be affixed this la ™ day of ib in the year of our Lord, two thousand

twenty-one.
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