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BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS 
OF MIDDLETOWN MARYLAND 

 

TOWN WORKSHOP MINUTES 
 

TOWN WORKSHOP                             November 2, 2023 

The workshop of the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown was called to order on November 2, 

2023 by Burgess Miller at 7:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners Jennifer Falcinelli, Rick Dietrick, 

Kevin Stottlemyer, Jean LaPadula and Chris Goodman.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Middletown School Campus Development – Several residents of Woodmere Circle were in attendance 

to voice their concerns regarding the school complex development. They are frustrated with the lack of 

communication from the Frederick County Public Schools (FCPS) on the project and are asking the town 

for assistance. Burgess Miller stated that there has been a lack of communication with the town. The 

design team is working on the co-located school only, and with the current schools being used during 

construction, the design on the site is very limited. The concept plan raised issues regarding traffic flow 

into and out of the school complex, traffic stacking on Green Street, and bus/traffic noise throughout the 

day. Several residents had suggestions to improve the concept plan. Property owners around the school 

have no intention of selling their property so that school access can occur from Coblentz Road or Route 

17. The County will not allow construction vehicle access through the County Park. The Staff Planner 

offered to meet with residents to gather their concerns and ideas to send to the FCPS design team. 

Burgess Miller suggested that residents attend the December 13th Planning Commission workshop as the 

FCPS design team will be presenting the co-located school concept plan at that time. Residents can raise 

their concerns and offer their suggestions to the design team directly. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Manno & Associates – WWTP ENR Funding & Legislative Efforts – Roger Manno provided the 

Town Board with a review of the actions undertaken since his last report. Contact has been made with 

both Maryland Federal and State delegates regarding Middletown’s need for an updated wastewater 

treatment plant and the unique situation of the lagoon in a floodplain. He has met with state leadership in 

preparation for the 2024 legislative session. There have been meetings with MDE and the EPA regarding 

the costs of decommissioning the lagoon. Senator Feldman, chair of the State Energy, Education and 

Environment Committee sent a letter to MDE stating that all costs for the decommission of the lagoon are 

100% reimbursable through the Bay Restoration Fund (BRF). MDE disagrees. There is a clause in the 

state code regarding BRF money usage that states if water clarity and public safety is at risk then funds 

can be used for 100% reimbursement. MDE, state and town officials will be meeting to workout the issue. 

Senator Lewis-Young (Washington County) will be introducing legislation into the 2024 legislative 

session that amends the formula used to determine reimbursement amounts so that reimbursement is 

100% if decommissioning and moving a lagoon out of a floodplain.  Mr. Manno has had meetings with 

the State Appropriations Committee and the Senate Budget & Taxation Committee to get target monies in 

the Governor’s Capital budget. Mr. Manno, Burgess Miller and the Town Administrator have been 

diligently pursuing all avenues for funding this project. 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 

Deputy Report – No deputy was present to review the report.   
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Staff Planner Report – Cindy reviewed her report.  

 

Engineer’s Report – Bruce reviewed his report.  

 

Main Street Manager Report – Becky was not present to present her report.  

 

Zoning Administrator’s Report – Robert reviewed his report. 

 

Finance Officer – Bea reviewed her report. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

• Town Meeting Minutes 

o October 5, 2023 – Town Workshop  

o October 9, 2023 – Town Meeting – Commissioner Falcinelli noted one correction 

to the minutes. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

WWTP ENR Upgrade Update – MDE will not issue a new permit for the WWTP as it will not meet the 

ammonia treatment requirements. The permit 2026 cycle will include a climate change resiliency 

component that the town lagoon will not meet. MDE has stated repeatedly that it is not making the town 

do anything, but by not approving the permit they are forcing the upgrade. The projected cost for the 

upgrade is $50 million. $38 million is covered by grants and the BRF. The town is still responsible for 

$12 million. If those costs are not covered by grants or other monies, there are limited options for the 

town to pursue. It was suggested to have an article in the town newsletter informing residents of the new 

plant, costs, monies currently secured, the $10-12 million shortfall. The new plant is MDE requirements 

driven and has nothing to do with growth. 

Drought Warning & Status Update – The Town is currently in Code Yellow which asks for voluntary 

water conservation by residents and town businesses. The Director of Public Works (DPW) reviewed the 

Maryland statewide precipitation averages for the drought years of 2001 and 2007. Middletown’s 2023 

projected precipitation through December is lower than either of those years. Currently the springs are 

running at 26 gpm. The DPW reviewed the town wells monthly depth for 2023 and potential options if 

the drought continues and water is needed to be brought in. The DPW recommends staying in the yellow 

status because the town springs are above the threshold needed to go to red. 

 

Miss Utility Marking Fee Implementation & Draft Notification Letter – Letters have been mailed to 

contractors informing them that the town will begin charging for marking miss utility tickets, $35 for 

initial marking and $15 for any remarking of properties. Beginning December 1, 2023 town staff will be 

logging the tickets, and contractors will be billed monthly. For those residents that will be billed, a letter 

will be included explaining the invoice. It was recommended that a blurb on the miss utility charging be 

included in the town newsletter. 

 

Spring Lines – The costs of replacing the spring lines were discussed. 40% of the Town’s water is 

supplied by the spring lines. This would be a 3-phase project with an estimated cost of $8 million. 

Currently the Town has secured $400,000 in grant monies to use towards the spring line replacement. 

Phase 1 of the project (from the Town to I-70) would cost $1.2 million. Discussion occurred on how to 

best use the $400,000 currently secured and whether the Town should pursue additional sources of 

funding to include a loan. The question was raised as whether the town should increase its debt service for 

the waterline when it does not know if it will have to cover $12million for the WWTP upgrade. Applying 
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for loans does not mean the town has to accept the loan. The Town Administrator will contact the Rural 

Marylan Council to see if the grant can be used for design only if there is no guarantee of construction. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Foxfield Section 6 Architectural Floor Plans Review and Discussion – The developer has provided 4 

dwelling designs: a 4-bedroom design, two 5-bedroom designs and a 6-bedroom design with the primary 

bedroom on the second floor. In section 8 of the annexation agreement, it states “A maximum of one 

hundred forty-eight residential units will be permitted on the subject property all of which shall be adult 

active units as defined in Section 17.04.030 of the Middletown Municipal Code, as may be amended from 

time to time.”. That section of the Town Code references “an attractive environment for older active 

adults which is suitable for their special needs, including smaller dwelling units which are more 

appropriate for older adults without children, and smaller yards…”. The house designs proposed are 

sized like other family dwellings in town. There is concern that the MDE water allocations for active 

adult homes will not support these large dwellings. The Staff Planner will contact the developer and 

inform them that the 5- & 6-bedroom designs do not meet the town code.  

 

The Staff Planner stated that the annexation agreement should be amended to address both the road design 

that does not extend to the western property boundary as stated and the installation of a walkway on 

County property to the County Park when a more acceptable appropriate location is possible. Suggestions 

for each amendment were quickly reviewed. 

 

DHS Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency SAFE Assessment – DHS completed a safety 

assessment of the municipal center. Several security concerns were identified. DHS has been asked to 

complete assessments of all town facilities. Results will be brought to the Town Board for review. 

 

Virtual Meeting Policy Draft Review & Discussion – This is the first time the draft is before the Town 

Board. Members were asked to review the policy prior to the next Town Board meeting. 

 

Memorial Park Parking Lot Fence & Parking Space Chocks – The Town received an email from a 

concerned parent who requested the construction of a fence between the playground and the parking lot at 

Memorial Park citing child safety concerns. The Town Administrator reviewed the costs of construction. 

After discussion it was asked to have parking chocks added to the consent agenda at the November 13th 

Town Board meeting. 

 

Capital Improvement Fee Survey & Next Steps – Town staff have finished a survey of the town 

concerning those properties within town that have apartments, multiple businesses, or a combination of 

the two. This means there is one meter serving several households and or businesses. The town code will 

have to be amended specifically to define more specifically what a user is. The Town Administrator will 

draft a letter regarding the new fees to be charged beginning FY2025. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  

Heritage Park Acquisition – Bowers Appraisal reassessed the property for $25,000 which is more in 

line with the Valley Appraisal amount of $8,700. The cost for the purchase of the property would be 

$16,800. The total cost for the purchase, including the subdivision of the property, would be $25,000.   

 

Personnel Committee Members & Meeting Dates/Times – The Town Administrator asked which 

Town Board members would be willing to sit on the personnel committee. Commissioner Goodman 

volunteered. Another Town Board member is needed. The committee consists of the Burgess, two 

Commissioners, the Town Administrator, and the Office Manager. 
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Legal Services Discussion – The Town Attorney is not providing timely legal opinions. There are 

currently two opinions the Town has been waiting on. Burgess Miller stated that there is no need for an 

RFP. The Town should seek an attorney with experience working with municipalities. Dave Severn of 

Miles & Stockbridge was suggested as a potential attorney to use. 

 

Potomac Edison EV Charging Station at Town Hall – The EV charging station will be fully installed 

by Friday, November 3, 2023 in the back of the municipal parking lot. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Small Business Saturday – Saturday, November 25, 2023  

• Christmas in the Valley – Saturday, December 2, 2023  

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:25 PM.  

 

  

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

  

    Annette Alberghini, 

    Office Manager  








































