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BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS 
OF MIDDLETOWN MARYLAND 

 

TOWN WORKSHOP MINUTES 
 

TOWN WORKSHOP         December 7, 2023 

The workshop of the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown was called to order on December 7, 

2023 by Burgess Miller at 7:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners Jennifer Falcinelli, Rick Dietrick, 

Kevin Stottlemyer, Jean LaPadula and Chris Goodman.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

School Complex - Becky Myers, 2 Woodmere Circle, spoke to the Town Board about the lack of 

communication between the Frederick County School Board of Education (FCBOE). She requested that 

the Town Board contact the FCBOE regarding the lack of engagement with the community regarding the 

school complex project. The FCBOE proposed traffic changes increase traffic at the intersections of Main 

Street and Martha Mason and Main Street and Schoolhouse Drive. It was questioned whether school 

buses could even utilize the Martha Mason intersection as a viable entrance and exit to the school 

complex. Mrs. Myers was directed to attend the December Planning Commission workshop to voice her 

concerns to the school complex designers. 

 

FY25 County Tax Equity Designation – Rebate or Differential – Amanda Stone-Gines, 114 Franklin 

Street, asked why in the past the Town chose the tax rebate over the tax differential if it would lower 

Frederick County Property taxes. Burgess Miller explained that the tax rebate is money the County pays 

the town for duplicate services. If the town chose the tax differential, the County tax would decrease, but 

the Town tax would increase to cover the costs for services. There would be no savings for the residents. 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 

Deputy Report – Deputy McCarrick reviewed his report.   

 

Staff Planner Report – Cindy reviewed her report.  

 

Engineer’s Report – Bruce reviewed his report.  

 

Main Street Manager Report – Becky was not present to present her report.  

 

Zoning Administrator’s Report – Robert reviewed his report. 

 

Finance Officer – Bea reviewed her report.  

• Budget Amendment 24-02 – To move $6,875 from the General Administrative - computer 

expenses line item to Streets – repairs and resurfacing, to cover the Town’s portion of the mill 

and overlay on Main’s Alley. 

• Budget Amendment 24-03 – To move $1,156.36 from the General Administrative - computer 

expenses line item to Parks – repairs and maintenance, to cover the costs for the parking blocks 

on the parking spaces closest to the playground at Memorial Park. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
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• Town Meeting Minutes 

o November 13, 2023 – Town Meeting – 

• Drought Warning & Status Update - The Town is currently in Code Yellow which asks for 

voluntary water conservation by residents and town businesses. Currently the springs are running 

at 26 gpm. The Director of Public Works (DPW) recommended staying in the yellow status 

because the town springs are above the threshold needed to go to red. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

WWTP ENR Upgrade Update – The Town Administrator updated the Town Board members on the 

continuing meetings with State elected officials. The State delegation would like to reclassify this project 

so that it is 100% funded by Bay Restoration Fund monies. The grant administrator at MDE has some 

specific instructions when completing the application. 

The Town Board is aware that there is a huge deficit in the State’s budget for FY2025 which decreases 

the level of discretionary funding available.  

Capital Improvement Fee Code Amendment & Draft Notification Letter – The Town Administrator 

reviewed the proposed changes to the Town Code and the draft letter to be sent to the affected property 

owners. The proposed Town Code changes will be sent to the Town Attorney to be placed in text 

amendment format.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Dates for 2024 Town Election – The dates for the 2024 Municipal election were reviewed. The Burgess 

and two Commissioners seats are up for election. Election day is April 1, 2024. 

 

FY25 County Tax Equity Designation – Rebate or Differential – Frederick County sent a letter asking 

if the Town will choose to continue to receive the tax rebate in FY 2025 or elect the tax differential 

option. This will be discussed at the December 11th Town Board meeting. 

 

Light Repairs to Food Bank Building – There are several light banks at the Food Bank that need 

replacing at a cost of $3,100. The Board asked that a budget amendment be created to allow transfer from 

unobligated funds in ARPA to cover the cost. 

 

Sidewalk Repair Proposal – The Town Zoning Administrator completed the sidewalk inspection of zone 

1 and identified multiple areas of sidewalk in need of repair. Precision Concrete Cutting was contacted to 

provide a cost estimate for approximately these repairs. Cost estimates for each specific type of repair 

were provided. The total projected costs for 75% of the repairs in zone 1 were $12,345.38. Sean Daly was 

contacted for a verbal cost estimate for sidewalk replacement. Discussion occurred regarding whether the 

Town should pay for the repairs and have it done. This could potentially lead to better pricing for repairs 

in the future. 

 

Rental Housing Ordinance Discussion – The Town Zoning Administrator reviewed the Rental Housing 

Ordinances by Jurisdiction chart he found while researching which nearby municipalities have rental 

housing ordinances. It summarizes those municipalities that have rental housing ordinances currently, 

those municipalities looking to implement them, those municipalities without those types of ordinances, 

fees charged, inspections needed and types of rentals. Town Board members were asked to review all the 

information. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
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Rural Maryland Council (RMC) Grant – The Town Administrator contacted the RMC regarding the 

questions the Town Board had. He is awaiting a reply. 

 

Chesapeake Bay Grant – The Town was not awarded the grant. 

 

Water/Sewer Committee – Recommends asking the school complex designers what their water 

conservation plans are for this project. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:01 PM.  

 

  

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

  

    Annette Alberghini, 

    Office Manager  














































