




ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 6, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 6.04.040 OF THE MIDDLETOWN 

MUNICIPAL CODE TO ELIMINATE CHICKENS FROM THE PROHIBITION OF THE KEEPING 

OF FARM ANIMALS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF MIDDLETOWN AND TO 

ESTABLISH A NEW CODE SECTION TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF BACK YARD CHICKENS. 

SECTION I. BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Burgess and Commissioners of 

Middletown that Title 6, Chapter 04.040 of the Middletown Municipal Code be, and hereby is amended as 

shown below.  Language being deleted is designated by being [in brackets and stricken through].  New 

language is designated by being in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS. 

Title 6 – ANIMALS 

6.04.040 - Keeping of farm animals. 

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, it is unlawful for any person to keep and maintain within the corporate

limits of Middletown any farm animal. For purposes of this section, "farm animal" shall be defined as any

animal generally considered as livestock and typically raised, bred or maintained on a farm. "Farm animal"

shall include, but not be limited to animals in the family Suidae (hogs, pigs, sow, swine), animals in the family

Bovid (cows, steer, bulls, heifers, buffalo, sheep, goats, cattle and other bovines), animals in the family

Equidae (horses, ponies, donkeys), animals considered poultry, EXCEPT CHICKENS ([chickens], ducks,

geese, turkeys, and other fowl), llamas, alpacas, and, if being raised for commercial purposes, rabbits.

B. {Unchanged}

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 6, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 6.04.040 OF THE MIDDLETOWN 

MUNICIPAL CODE TO ELIMINATE CHICKENS FROM THE PROHIBITION OF THE KEEPING 

OF FARM ANIMALS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF MIDDLETOWN. 

SECTION II. BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Burgess and Commissioners of 

Middletown that Title 6, Chapter 04 of the Middletown Municipal Code be, and hereby is amended to add a 

new section 06.04.041as follows.  New language is designated by being in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS.as 

shown below by adding a new section defined as Title 6, Chapter 04.  New language is designated by being 

in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS. 

6.04.41 – BACK YARD CHICKENS. 

A. DEFINITIONS

(A) IN GENERAL. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS TITLE, THE FOLLOWING TERMS

HAVE THE MEANING INDICATED.

(B) BACK YARD. "BACK YARD" MEANS THAT PORTION OF A LOT, EXTENDING
BETWEEN THE TWO SIDE LOT FINES, BETWEEN THE REAR LOT LINE AND A
LINE DRAWN PARALLEL THERETO AT THE POINT WHERE THE BACK FACADE
OF THE DWELLING UNIT IS CLOSEST TO THE REAR LOT LINE.

(C) CHICKEN RUN. "CHICKEN RUN" MEANS AN ENCLOSED OUTSIDE YARD FOR
KEEPING CHICKENS.

(D) COOP. "COOP" MEANS A STRUCTURE FOR HOUSING CHICKENS MADE OF
WOOD OR OTHER SIMILAR MATERIALS THAT PROVIDES SHELTER FROM THE
ELEMENTS.

(E) TOWN. "TOWN" MEANS THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR OR OFFICE THAT
OVERSEES THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE MIDDLETOWN MUNICIPAL CODE.



(F) OWN. "OWN" MEANS TO KEEP, HARBOR, OR HAVE CONTROL, CHARGE OR 
CUSTODY OF AN ANIMAL, OR PERMIT TO BE KEPT, HARBORED OR FED UPON 
OR WITHIN PREMISES OWNED, LEASED, RENTED OR OCCUPIED BY A PERSON 
AND DOES NOT REQUIRE ACTUAL LEGAL TITLE OR CLAIM TO THE ANIMAL. 

(G) OWNER.  “OWNER” MEANS ANY PERSON KEEPING, HARBORING, OR HAVING 
CHARGE OR CONTROL OF, OR PERMITTING ANY ANIMAL TO HABITUALLY BE 
OR REMAIN ON OR BE LODGED OR FED WITHIN BUILDINGS OR LAND OWNED, 
LEASED, USED OR OCCUPIED BY SUCH PERSON, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER 
SUCH PERSON HAS LEGAL TITLE OR CLAIM TO THE ANIMAL.  “OWNER” DOES 
NOT INCLUDE VETERINARIANS, KENNEL OPERATORS, OR LIKE PERSONS 
TEMPORARILY KEEPING ON THEIR PREMISES ANIMALS OWNED BY OTHERS.  

(H) PREMISES. "PREMISES" MEANS THE PROPERTY ON WHICH CHICKENS ARE 
PERMITTED TO BE OWNED UNDER THIS TITLE. 

GENERALLY. 

 

(A) PURPOSE. IT IS HEREBY FOUND AND DECLARED THAT THE KEEPING OF 
CHICKENS IN THE TOWN SUPPORTS A LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEM AS 
WELL AS PEST CONTROL AND ANIMAL COMPANIONSHIP AND PLEASURE. THIS 
TITLE IS INTENDED TO ALLOW THE KEEPING AND MAINTENANCE OF 
CHICKENS IN A CLEAN AND SANITARY MANNER THAT IS NOT A NUISANCE OR 

DETRIMENTAL TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, OR WELFARE OF THE TOWN. 
 

(B) OTHER LAWS. NOTHING IN THIS TITLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO ELIMINATE 
THE NEED FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ANY OTHER APPLICABLE LAW OR 
REGULATION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THOSE RELATING TO 
BUILDING, ZONING, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, AGRICULTURE, OR HEALTH. 

 

(C) REGISTRATION. CHICKENS OWNED UNDER THIS TITLE MUST BE REGISTERED 
WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DOMESTIC POULTRY AND 
EXOTIC BIRD REGISTRATION DIVISION, PURSUANT TO THE ANNOTATED CODE 
OF MARYLAND, AGRICULTURE ARTICLE, § 3-80. 

 

(D) PRIVATE COVENANTS. THIS TITLE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO SUPERSEDE 
OR ALLOW THE VIOLATION OF ANY HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION 
REGULATIONS, DEED RESTRICTIONS, OR OTHER PRIVATE COVENANTS. 

 

(E) VESTED RIGHTS. THIS TITLE CREATES ANY VESTED RIGHTS IN ANY 
INDIVIDUAL TO OWN OR RAISE CHICKENS. 

LOCATION. 

(A) SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE, IN ANY ZONING DISTRICT, A 
PERSON MAY OWN LIVE CHICKENS IN THE BACK YARD OF A RESIDENTIAL LOT 
CONTAINING: 

(1) A SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING UNIT; OR 

(2) A DUPLEX. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "DUPLEX"' MEANS A DWEUING 
UNIT THAT IS ATTACHED TO ANOTHER DWELLING UNIT BUT SEPARATED 
BY A VERTICAL PARTY WALL, WHERE EACH DWELLING UNIT IS LOCATED 
ON ITS OWN LOT AND BOTH DWELLING UNITS ARE SEPARATED FROM ANY 
OTHER STRUCTURE BY YARDS OR OTHER GREEN AREAS ON ALL SIDES. 

(B) THE LOT MUST HAVE AN AREA OF AT LEAST 2,500 SQUARE FEET. 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF CHICKENS. 

 
A PERSON MAY OWN NO MORE THAN ONE CHICKEN PER EVERY FIVE HUNDRED 



(500) SQUARE FEET OF BACK YARD AREA, AND A MAXIMUM OF EIGHT (8) CHICKENS 
ON ONE LOT. ONLY FEMALE CHICKENS ARE PERMITTED; ROOSTERS ARE 
PROHIBITED. 

PREMISES REQUIREMENTS. 

 

(A) ENCLOSURE. 

(1) CHICKENS MUST BE CONFINED TO THE BACK YARD OF THE PREMISES AT 

ALL TIMES. 

(2) IF THE BACK YARD OR PORTION OF THE BACK YARD WHERE THE 

CHICKENS ARE KEPT IS NOT ENCLOSED BY A FENCE AT LEAST FOUR (4) 

FEET HIGH, THE CHICKENS MUST BE CONFINED TO A CHICKEN RUN AT 

ALL TIMES.  THE CHICKEN RUN MUST BE EITHER COVERED OR AT LEAST 

FOUR (4) FEET HIGH. 

(3) IF THE BACK YARD OR PORTION OF THE BACK YARD HWERE THE 

CHICKENS ARE KEPT IS ENCLOSED BY A FENCE AT LEAST FOUR (4) FEET 

HIGH, THE CHICKENS MAY BE PROVIDED WITH A CHICKEN RUN BUT ARE 

NOT REQUIRED TO BE CONFIED TO THE RUN. 

 

(B) COOP. 

(1) IN ADDITION TO THE ENCLOSURE DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS 

SECTION, CHICKENS MUST BE PROVIDED WITH A COVERED, PREDATOR-

RESISTANT COOP. 

(2) A COOP MUST BE LOCATED IN A BACK YARD AND AT LEAST TEN (10) FEET 

FROM ANY LOT LINE. 

(3) A COOP MUST BE: 

(A) AT LEAST FOUR (4) SQUARE FEET, BUT NO MORE THAN TEN (1) SQUARE 

FEET, PER CHICKEN IN AREA; AND 

(B) NO MORE THAN EIGHT (8) FEET IN HEIGHT. 

(4) A COOP MUST BE PROPERLY VENTILATED, PROVIDE ADEQUATE SHADE 

FROM THE SUN AND THE ELEMENTS, AND CONSTRUCTED IN A MANNER TO 

RESIST PREDATORS, INCLUDING DOGS AND CATS. 

(5) OWNER SHALL ENSURE THAT CHICKENS ARE SECURED WITHIN THE 

COOOP DURING NON-DAYLIGHT HOURS. 

(C) CONDITION.  OWNER SHALL MAINTAIN A CHICKEN RUN AND COOP IN A NEAT, 

CLEAN, ODOR-FREE, AND SANITARY CONDITION AT ALL TIMES, IN A MANNER 

THAT WILL NOT DISTURB THE USE OR ENJOYMENT OF NEIGHBORING LOTS 

DUE TO NOISE, ODOR OR OTHER ADVERSE IMPACT. 

(D) WASTE STORAGE AND REMOVAL.  THE OWNER SHALL ENSURE THAT THE 

PROEPRTY IS KEPT FREE FROM EXCCESSIVE ACCUMULATED DROPPINGS AND 

SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE STORAGE AND REMOVAL OF CHICKEN MANURE.  

ALL MANURE FOR COMPOSTING OR FERTILIZING MUST BE CONTAINED IN A 

WELL-AERATED GARDEN COMPOST PILE.  ALL OTHER MANURE NOT USED 

FOR COMPOSTING OR FERTILZING MUST BE REMOVED.  

 

CARE AND FEEDING OF CHICKENS.  

 

(A) GENERALLY.  OWNER SHALL KEEP THE CHICKENS IN A HUMANE 

MANNER AT ALL TIMES.  

(B) WINGS.  ALL CHICKENS MUST BE WING-CLIPPED PERIODICALLY TO 

PREVENT ESCAPE.  

(C) FOOD AND WATER. OWNER SHALL ENSURE THAT THE CHICKENS HAVE 

ACCESS TO ADEQUATE AMOUNTS OF CLEAN FOOD AND CLEAN WATER 

AT ALL TIMES. ALL GRAIN AND FOOD STORED FOR THE USE OF THE 



CHICKENS SHALL BE KEPT IN A RODENT PROOF CONTAINER. 

(D) DEATH OF A CHICKEN. IF A CHICKEN DIES, IT MUST BE BURIED OR 

OTHERWISE DISPOSED OF PROMPTLY AND IN SANITARY MANNER. 

PROHIBITED ACTS. 

 
(A) CHICKENS LIVING INSIDE. AN INDIVIDUAL MAY NOT OWN A LIVE 

CHICKEN INSIDE A DWELLING UNIT OR OTHER STRUCTURE EXCEPT 
FOR THE COOP REQUIRED BY THE PREMISE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS 
TITLE. 

(B) CHICKENS RUNNING AT LARGE. OWNER MAY NOT DELIBERATELY OR 
NEGLIGENTLY ALLOW CHICKENS TO ESCAPE OUTSIDE THE BACK 
YARD OF THE PREMISES. 

(C) COMMERCIAL USE PROHIBITED. OWNER MAY OWN CHICKENS FOR 
PERSONAL USE ONLY. AN INDIVIDUAL MAY NOT SELL EGGS OR 
ENGAGE IN CHICKEN BREEDING, MEAT PRODUCTION, OR FERTILIZER 
PRODUCTION FOR COMMERCIA1 PURPOSES. 

(D) SLAUGHTER. OWNER MAY NOT SLAUGHTER CHICKENS ON THE 
PREMISES OR ON ANY OTHER RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY. THIS 
PROHIBITION DOES NOT PRECLUDE AN OWNER FROM HAVING 
CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED AT A FACILITY PROPERLY ZONED AND 
PERMITTED FOR SUCH USE. 

(E) TRAINING. OWNER MAY NOT USE OR TRAIN CHICKENS FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF FIGHTING FOR AMUSEMENT OR SPORT. 

 

ENFORCEMENT. 

 

(A) MUNICIPAL INFRACTION. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVID IN THIS ARTICLE, 

VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION OF THIS ARTICLE IS A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION 

PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF FIFTY DOLLARS ($50.00). FOR VIOLATIONS OF A 

CONTINUING NATURE, EACH DAY A VIOLATION CONTINUES SHALL BE DEEMED 

A SEPARATE OFFENSE. 

(B) INSPECTIONS.  THE TOWN MAY, AT ALL REASONABLE TIMES AND IN A 

REASONABLE MANNER, ENTER UPON AND INSPECT THE PREMISES TO 

DETEMRINE WHETHER THE OWNER IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS TITLE. 

(C) SUSPENSION OF RIGHTS TO OWN CHICKENS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS. 

(1) THE  TOWN MAY SUSPEND THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS ISSUED UNDJ THIS 

TITLE FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO THIRTY (30) DAYS, OR A LONGER PERIOD IF 

NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT OF THIS ARTICLE, IF THE TOWN 

FINDS: 

A. THERE IS A RISK TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY; OR 

B. THE OWNER HAS VIOLATED ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 

CHAPTER. 

(2) UPON SUSPENSION, THE TOWN SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE 

OWNER SETTING FORTH THE GROUNDS FOR THE SUSPENSION, THE 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE SUSPENSION, AND THE LENGTH OF THE 

SUSPENSION. 

(3) THE TOWN MAY REINSTATE AN OWNER WHEN THE TOWN IS SATISFIED 

THAT THE GROUNDS FOR THE SUSPENSION HAVE BEEN REMEDIED. 

(D) REVOCATION OF RIGHT TO OWN CHICKENS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS. 

(1) THE TOWN MAY REVOKE AN OWNER UNDER THIS TITLE IF THE TOWN 

FINDS: 

A. THE OWNER HAS VIAATED ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 

CHAPTER, AND THE OWNER HAS BEEN SUSPENDED WITHIN THE 

PREVIOUS TWELVE (12) MONTHS UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS 

SECTION. 



B. UPON SUSPENSION, THE TOWN SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE 

TO THE OWNER SETTING FORTH THE GROUNDS FOR THE 

REVOCATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE REVOCATION. 

C. AN OWNER SHALL NOT BE ALLOWED TO OWN CHICKENS FOR A 

PERIOD OF ONE YEAR AFTER REVOCATION. 

(E) REMOVAL OF CHICKENS. 

(1) THE TOWN MAY IMPOUND OR REMOVE, OR CAUSE TO BE IMPOUNDED 

OR REMOVED, ANY CHICKENS FOR THE OWNER'S VIOLATION OF THIS 

TITLE. THE OWNER OF THE CHICKENS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 

COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPOUNDMENT OR REMOVAL UNDER 

SECTION 6.04.030. 

(2) WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF A NOTICE OF THE 

SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION UNDER THIS TITLE, THE OWNER 

HOLDER SHALL REMOVE ALL CHICKENS FROM THE PREMISES. 

(F) NOTICES. ANY WRITTEN NOTICE REQUIRED BY THIS TITLE IS DEEMED 

PROPERLY SERVED IF IT IS DELIVERED PERSONALLY TO THE INDIVIDUAL TO 

BE SERVED OR IS SENT BY FIRST CLASS MAIL TO THE PERSONS LAST KNOWN 

MATTING ADDRESS. NOTICE IS DEEMED RECEIVED WHEN IT IS PERSONALLY 

DELIVERED OR ON THE THIRD BUSINESS DAY AFTER IT IS MAILED. 

(G) REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. IN ADDITION TO THE REMEDIES SET FORTH IN 

THIS SECTION, THE TOWN MAY SEEK ANY OTHER REMEDIES AVAILABLE TO IT 

AT LAW OR IN EQUITY. 

(1)  THE TOWN MAY IMPOUND OR REMOVE, OR CAUSE TO BE IMPOUNDED OR 
REMOVED, ANY CHICKENS FOR THE OWNER'S VIOLATION OF THIS TITLE. 
THE OWNER OF THE CHICKENS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL COSTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPOUNDMENT OR REMOVAL UNDER SECTION 
6.04.030. 

(2)  WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF A NOTICE OF THE SUSPENSION OR 

REVOCATION UNDER THIS TITLE, THE OWNER HOLDER SHAL REMOVE ALL 

CHICKENS FROM THE PREMISES. 

(D) NOTICES. ANY WRITTEN NOTICE REQUIRED BY THIS TITLE IS DEEMED 
PROPERLY SERVED IF IT IS DELIVERED PERSONALLY TO THE INDIVIDUAL TO 
BE SERVED OR IS SENT BY FIRST CLASS MAN TO THE PERSON'S LAST KNOWN 
MATTING ADDRESS. NOTICE IS DEEMED RECEIVED WHEN IT IS PERSONALLY 
DELIVERED OR ON THE THIRD BUSINESS DAY AFTER IT IS MAILED. 

(E) REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. IN ADDITION TO THE REMEDIES SET FORTH IN THIS 
SECTION, THE TOWN MAY SEEK ANY OTHER REMEDIES AVAILABLE TO IT AT 
LAW OR IN EQUITY. 

SECTION III.  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take 

effect twenty (20) calendar days following its approval by the Burgess and Commissioners. 

 INTRODUCED ON THE ______ DAY OF _________ ,2021 
 PASSED ON THE _______ DAY OF _____________, 2021 
 EFFECTIVE DATE: ________________, 2021 
 
ATTEST:      BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS  
       OF MIDDLETOWN 
 
 
 
_______________________________  BY:________________________________ 
Andrew J. Bowen, Town Administrator   John D. Miller, Burgess 
 

 




















































