
Memorandum 

To:       Middletown Sustainability Committee 

From:  Kevin Stottlemyer, Chairperson, & JJ Hartner, Staff Planner 

Date:   April 17th, 2025 

 

RE:  April Sustainability Committee Meeting – Tuesday, April 22nd, 2025 @ 4:00pm in 
person only 

 

Meeting Discussion Items: 

1.  Bat Talk Recap, Tree Trails: New Bat Box. 

2.  Arbor Day Tree Planting Event on 4/25/25 at Remsberg Park. 

3.  Ag Day Event on 4/30/25 at Middletown High School. 

4.  Chimney Swift Tower at Wiles Branch Park Signage 

5.  Bird Walk on 5/10/25, 8:00 AM at Wiles Branch Park 

6.  Maintenance at Pollinator Garden and Villages Foxfield 

7.  Possible Sustainability Committee Event Banner 

8.  Town Water Conservation  

9.  Next Meeting 5/20/25 Tuesday, at 4:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



DRAFT Middletown Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes  
 
Meeting date: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 
 
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm in person and via Lifesize 
 
In attendance: Kevin Stottlemyer, JJ Hartner, Pam McDonald, Lexi Sassi, Ann Payne. Sean O’Keefe, 
Agnesanne Danehey 
 
Meeting minutes: 
 

1. February meeting minutes approved. 
 

2. Discuss focusing our objectives and goals on projects that will help drive sustainability 
efforts within Town Limits. —this was not discussed. 

 
3. Arbor Day Event on Friday April 25th starting at 1:00 PM. Kevin discussed getting 25 larger 

trees (10-gallon pots) this year to plant on Middletown property. We will have volunteers 
coming from FirstEnergy. Kevin thought that Remsberg Park would be a good location for 
this year. We will resume doing the trees for individual residents next year. We need to time 
to reorganize and design a more streamlined process for residents ordering and picking up 
trees. 

 
4. Bee City Certification Update—Mark Carney completed the annual report and sent in on 

2/28. 
 

5. Tree City re-certification was accepted and JJ received approval from the Arbor Day 
Foundation. They sent the town new posters and other bling for this year.  

 
6. Bird City Certification Update. No report needed in 2025. Karen Whitehair has organized the 

Bird Walk on 5/10 at 8 a.m. Bird Walk at Wiles Branch Park. The meeting place will be at 
the pavilion on the small hill across from the soccer fields. The guide encourages everyone to 
download the Merlin Bird ID app. Agnesanne agreed to create a flyer. We need a strong 
outreach presence: The library will post it there; share it with birding groups; get flyer to the 
high school; post on Middletown email blast. 

 
7. Tree Trails - Bat Box Utilization Update. Pam shared a photo of the bat box on the Cone 

Branch trail that is in disrepair. The second bat box could not be located. Pam suggested 
contacting Lisa Baird of SMORES for an assessment of where it would be best to install new 
bat boxes. 

 
8. Update on Volunteers for Committee Projects—this was not discussed. 

 
9. Outreach committee report: Ann discussed a meeting with the new programs manager at the 

library who didn’t think that adult programs drew enough participation—they would prefer 
family-oriented events. The library has two showcases for us to design and display for the 
month of April with a Sustainability themed/Earth Day focus. The outreach team will meet at 
the library on Wednesday at 2 p.m. to come up with a plan. The team will also decide which 



native plant seeds to purchase and add them to the seed library. The team also discussed the 
banners the town places across from Safeway that could be a way for our committee to 
advertise our events. Annette organizes the scheduling of the banners. Can we create a 
generic one that we can overlay with Velcro? This needs further investigation and cost 
estimate.   

 
10. Green Lecture Series Update: First talk of 2025 will be a Bat Talk on Wednesday, 4/16 at 

6:30 p.m. The library says it can do some advertising. Gwen from the library is putting 
together a flyer that Karen will share with the group when it is complete. There will also be a 
bat program for October for kids and families.  

 
11. Website access from Gene (have we gained access to the website yet?). Pam spoke with Gene 

earlier in the day and he will be available by phone to Monica Hauser to hand over the 
website and his username and password. He reported the software is WIX and is intuitive to 
use.  

 
12. Discuss Ag Day event at the High School Ag Day: Karen is organizing the Ag Day event and 

is identifying books for the reading part of the program. She will order some small terra cotta 
pots and some more acrylic paint markers for the other. She thinks that we should focus on 
the morning program and not participate in the afternoon. For the morning program with first 
graders, we will need at minimum 4 volunteers for the pot decorating activity and at least 2 
volunteers for the reading. We need at least three more volunteers for this event. Pam, Karen, 
and Agnesanne have confirmed they are available.  

 
13. Sustainability Committee Facebook Page: There will be a new email address for a new 

Facebook page for our committee. This new page will be supported by the town and 2-3 
members of the committee will be able to post on the page. No comments for posts will be 
allowed. JJ reported that he is moving forward on setting this up for us.  

 
14. The team expressed gratitude to Karen Whitehair for all of her efforts to organize 

Sustainability activities for the spring: Ag Day, Bird Walk, Bat Talk! Thank you, Karen! 
 

15. Next meeting: Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at 4 p.m. at the Town Hall. There will be no virtual 
connection next month. 

 


