
Bay Restoration Fund (BRF) & Capital Improvement Fee (CIF) 
 

Guidance for billing authorities to establish programs for exempting certain residential 

users from paying the BRF & CIF fee because of substantial financial hardship     
  
The law allows, subject to approval by the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and 

the Burgess and Commissioners of Middletown, the billing authority to establish a program to 

exempt certain “residential” dwellings that demonstrate substantial financial hardship.    

  

The billing authorities may consider the factors below (or other similar financial hardship 

factors) in developing a program for exempting residential users from paying the Bay 

Restoration Fee, where the applicant meets at least two of the following conditions:  

• Receiving energy assistance subsidy;  

• Receiving public assistance - supplemental security income (SSI) or food stamps;   

• Receiving veterans or social security disability benefits;   

• Meeting the income criteria below    

(2022 – 2023) * 

Household Size  Monthly Income is less than 

1 $1982.00 

2 $2670.00 

3 $3359.00 

4 $4047.00 

5 $4735.00 

6 $5424.00 

7 $6112.00 

8 6800.00 

    Additional Persons  Add $688.00 each 

 

*Source: Maryland Department of Human Resources/Office of Home Energy Programs 

 

The individual exemptions should be for a specified time period not to exceed 1-year without re-

verification of eligibility.  The proposed financial hardship exemption plan must be submitted to 

Burgess and Commissioners for approval and should include the following information (see form 

below):   

 

NAME:         

 

ADDRESS:         

 

ACCOUNT #:        

 

 

FOR TOWN USE ONLY: 

 

APPROVAL:         

 

DATE:         

 

BILLING SYSTEM:        


