Meeting Agenda 7/22/25:

Guest Speaker, Doug Cochran from Frederick Division of Planning.

Doug will present a power point presentation on Storm water retention ponds. Q & A to follow.

Tree ID & signage for Wiles Branch and Cone Branch tree trails.

Pollinator Seed Library & Display case at Library Update.

DRAFT 06/17/2025 Middletown Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025
Time: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

In attendance: JJ Hartner, Kevin Stottlemyer, Gary Madonna, Ann Payne, Emily Bomgardner
(Middletown Library), Agnesanne Danehey, Mark Carney, Sean O’Keefe, Jamie Moore

Meeting Discussion Items:
1. May Meeting Minutes approved.

2. Update, Chimney Swift Tower at Wiles Branch Park Signage: Pam received to options with
large variation in price, Kevin believes lower cost option will be more cost-effective.

3. Update, New Bat Box: Kevin has spoken with Lisa Baird (SMORES) about Bat Boxes for the
Harris property. Due to recent wet weather, Kevin and Lisa will explore the area in July to
choose the best location for the new bat box. There was discussion about mounting it on a pole
vs peak of a building, need to be sure to orient the box in the preferred direction for the bats.



4. Update on trees planted on the Arbor Day Tree Planting Event 4/25/25 at Remsberg Park:
Kevin reported that many of the newly planted trees were blown over in the recent high winds.
The town staff staked them, some will need to be replaced.

5. Sustainability Committee Event Banner: Pam is following up with Mountain Postal about the
size of a $400 banner. $400 was quoted to Kevin but we don’t know the exact size of a banner
for that amount. Mountain Postal said that they can create a banner with Velcro strips so that
we can add smaller banners with distinct events/dates to use throughout the year.

6. Green Talks at the Library: Ann reports that Paul Tukey has agreed to speak at the library
about creating natural lawns/meadows in September (exact date TBA), and he has requested an
honorarium. A $100 honorarium was discussed, which the committee agreed was reasonable,
but only on this exceptionary basis given Paul’s travel time to attend, expertise etc. Giving away
native plant plugs to attendees was suggested.

7. Pollinator Garden update: Ann reports that the butterfly weed has disappeared from the
garden at Memorial Park. However, the garden is full and some thinning may be needed soon.
Mark suggested that we may want to start an additional pollinator garden soon, since they have
been so successful. The eyebrow garden in the Village at Foxfield has space for more plants.
Kevin will contact Edamarie at the end of the summer to ask for an informal assessment and
recommendations for a fall planting to fill out the eyebrow and circle in Foxfield.

11. Ann reported on the outreach committee discussions with the recommendation that we
invite experts to our Sustainability Committee meetings to further educate us and help us to be
more proactive with the town. Ann found a website with recommendations of plants to plant in
wet areas that will attract insects favored by chimney swifts. There was a discussion about the
feasibility of implementing this around retention ponds, which currently require regular
mowing. Ann has also found a riparian expert in Frederick County with expertise in planting
pollinator-friendly plants around retention ponds who is willing to come speak to the
Sustainability Committee. Mark recommended adding the informational materials to Base
Camp. The committee was in agreement.

12. Tree ID and Signage for Wiles Branch trail: Kevin reported that Tree ID signage needs
updating at Wiles Branch Park. He will contact Jim Roessler, Pam, and Bill Spare.

13. Kevin reported that a group called Frederick County Day of Action offers volunteers to assist
in projects. They may be willing to help with weeding and mesh removal around the tree
plantings at Wiles Branch Park and 40 this fall.

14. Recycling Event in October: Agnesanne will start working on invitations to recycling
providers. We may want to coordinate our recycling event with Middletown Valley Bank’s fall
paper shredding event.



15. Next meeting: Tuesday, July 22 at 4 p.m.



