
Meeting Discussion Items: 
 
Signage Chimney Swift Tower 
 
New Bat box update 
 
Trees from Arbor Day Tree planting 
 
Event Banner update  
 
Pollinator Seed Library & Display case at Library 
 
Mosquito attractor buckets 
 
Tree ID & signage for Wiles Branch tree trail  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT 05 20 205 Middletown Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 
Time: 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 
In attendance: Gary Madonna, Ann Payne, Gwen McQueeney (Middletown Library), Agnesanne Danehey, JJ 
Hartner, Kevin Stottlemyer, Mark Carney, Sean O’Keefe, Pam McDonald 
 
Meeting Discussion Items: 
 
1. April Minute meetings approved. 
 
2. Guest introduction: Gwen McQueeney of the Middletown Library attended the meeting. She expressed 

interest in establishing more programs in partnership with the library. She reported that the library was 
very happy with the Bat Green Talk in April and looks forward to collaboration with us for the August 
unveiling of the Native plant seed library and the September Green talk on creating natural 
lawns/meadows talk by Paul Tukey. She also reported that the library is moving forward with hosting the 
Green Expo in 2026. 

 
3. Update, New Bat Box: Kevin has spoken with Lisa Baird (SMORES) about Bat Boxes for the Harris 

property. Lisa will explore the area to choose the correct location for the new bat box. 
 
4. Recap, Arbor Day Tree Planting Event on 4/25/25 at Remsberg Park. Kevin reported that there were 

plenty of volunteers for the tree planting. Mark Carney asked about including pollinator gardens around 
some of the new tree planting areas. JJ reported the park will become ADA accessible and currently those 
plans are being finalized. Then we can make recommendations about pollinator gardens to enhance the 
park. 

 
5. Recap, Ag Day Event on 4/30/25 at Middletown High School. Pam reported that the event went very 

smoothly—very well organized and well attended. We passed out about 140 native flower packets and the 
first graders decorated the clay pots.  

 
6. Update, Chimney Swift Tower at Wiles Branch Park Signage. Pam received information about two  

vendors from Kevin that the town has used that Pam will contact. Mark will create a QR code that can be 
included on the sign to direct residents to our website linked to more information about Chimney Swifts. 

 
7. Recap, Bird Walk at Wiles Branch Park. Agnesanne reported that the attendance mostly green team 

members and their spouses. Gwen suggested partnering with the library for reaching kids. They could do 
a storytime with bird watching. They could provide an orientation to using the Merlin Bird ID app in the 
media room. And link children to understanding the importance of natural habitat for the birds in the 
town. Gary also added to the conversation about how he is just learning about the importance of native 
and keystone plants and that it would be so worthwhile to educate the kids. Mark Carney spoke about the 
Sustainability Committee being more proactive—making recommendations to the town board to 
encourage more sustainable actions by the town. 

 
8. Recap, Pollinator Garden Spring Clean-up at Memorial Park. At least 6 members of the committee 

showed up to clean the garden, thus helping to ready the garden for spring in under an hour. The team 
noted that the butterfly weed needs to be replanted as there is none coming up in the garden.  Agnesanne 
reported that Foxfield pollinator gardens need to be assessed and that there are holes (loss of plants) in 
the garden that need to be filled. Ann is willing to order the plants for the gardens.  

 



9. Sustainability Committee Event Banner. Pam is following up with Mountain Postal about the size of a 
$400 banner. $400 was quoted to Kevin but we don’t know the exact size of a banner for that amount. 
Mountain Postal said that they can create a banner with Velcro strips so that we can add smaller banners 
with distinct events/dates to use throughout the year.  

 
10. Pollinator Seed Library and Display Cases at Library. Paul Tukey has agreed to speak at the library in 

September. We will have the library display case for the month of August. The theme will be how to 
create living lawns/meadows vs chemical/dead lawns of grass. We will be doing a big outreach effort to 
other county green teams, master naturalists and master gardeners, the library will also do outreach. Ann 
proposed having master naturalists on hand for two Saturdays in August to assist residents with planning 
native gardens and selecting native seeds from the seed library.  

 
11. Ann reported on the outreach committee discussions with the recommendation that we invite experts to 

our Sustainability Committee meetings to further educate us and help us to be more proactive with the 
town. We discussed having a riparian expert come to our next meeting to help advise the town on how to 
plant pollinators around the town’s retention ponds. Ann agreed to locate an expert to speak on this. The 
committee was in agreement. 

 
12. Gift tree grove: Pam reported that the Gift Tree Grove along the Cone Branch Trail needs care. Trees 

need to be weeded at their base and fresh mulching is needed. JJ reported that he believes the town 
maintenance staff can add fresh mulch.    

 
13. Sustainable Middletown report is due June 30. Kevin and JJ are managing this report. 
 
14. Next meeting: Tuesday, June 17 at 4 p.m. 


