
Sustainability Committee November 18th Meeting Agenda, October 21st Meeting Minutes:  
 
Community Compost Bin Signage Update 
 
Pollinator Seed Library at the Middletown Library Update 
 
Library Green Expo  
 
Cone Branch Tree Trail Signage 
 
Silvoculture Tree Planting Update 
 
October Recycling Event Date Change 
 
St. Thomas Moore & Senior Center Raised Plant Bed Partnership 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday December 16th 4:00 PM. 
 
Town of Middletown Sustainability Accomplishments & Activities 2025 to Date: 
 
Sustainable Maryland Certification 
 
Tree City USA Certification Approved 
 
Upcoming Food Forest Harris Property 
 
Bee City USA Certification Approved 
 
1262 Trees & Shrubs planted at Wiles Branch Park via Stream Restoration project 
 
Green Lecture Series Library guest speakers 
 
Arbor Day Tree Planting at Remsberg Park 
 
Town Street Light Conversion to LED program 
 
Agriculture Day activities for 1st graders at Middletown High School 
 
Community Pollinator Garden maintenance at Memorial Park 
 
Bird Walk at Wiles Branch Park 
 
Pollinator Seed Library at Middletown Library 
 



Cone Branch walking trail trees and birds identification 
 
Frederick County Day of Action Tree Maintenance at Wiles Branch Park and 
Baltimore National Pike 
 
New Ionna EV Charging Station at Cross Stone Commons 
 
Sustainability Committee Scarecrow entry 
 
Fall Recycling Event 
 
Middletown High School Soccer & MVAA Storm Water Management pond clean-up, 
landscaping clean-up and Tree Maintenance at Memorial Tree grove 
 

DRAFT 10 21 2025 Middletown Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: Tuesday,  October 21, 2025 
Time: 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 
In attendance: Kevin Stottlemyer, Pam McDonald, Lexi Sassi, Bill and Linda Steigelman, JJ Hartner, Mark 
Carney, Bill Spare, Ann Payne, Agnesanne Danehey, Sean O’Keefe, Guest speaker: Lisa Baird via Lifesize 
 
Meeting Discussion Items: 
 
1. September Minute meetings approved. 
 
2. Lisa Baird, Silvoculture Executive Director, SMORES Info joined the meeting remotely. She reported on 

Silvoculture’s goal of planting 1 million fruit and nut trees in the Mid-Atlantic region. She wrote a grant 
and received funding to plant 5 acres of fruit and nut trees in Middletown at the new park on the former 
Harris property. Ben Friton of the REED Center will be managing the project. Lisa will be meeting with 
town staff next week to walk the park. Three year project with initial year planting and two years of 
maintenance. Lisa is also the owner of SMORES, a local business that educates about and builds wildlife 
habitat. Lisa sponsored campaign to raise money for habitats in Middletown—received donations so that 
the town can have 2 milkweed plants, 3 bee hotels or one large one, bluebird house with pole—all will be 
installed by SMORES. We can decide where we want to have them installed. She also announced an 
upcoming screening of the film, The Invisible Mammal—new film being released about bats. The time 
and location TBD—being planned for Hood College and most likely in March 2026. Will include 
education for helping people support bat habitats with plants and trees. Mark asked about Planning 
Commission approval for the Silvoculture planting at the Harris property park (Mark is the Planning 
Commission chair). Kevin reported that the town has already approved the Silvoculture planting for the 
park but Mark commented that the Planning Commission can be helpful in looking at plan and offering 
other suggestions. JJ indicated that tree planting is not considered development. JJ was able to pull up an 
overview of the upcoming Silvoculture planting and that it had been put before the planning commission 
earlier in the year. There is no master plan for the overall park with walking paths or ball fields in place as 
of yet.  

 
3. October Recycling Recap with Agnesanne. Total of 90 vehicles came through the recycling event. This 

was less than the 120 we had last year. Agnesanne suggested that the town place cones at the exit so that 



people do not try to enter from the back—would be helpful. People brought batteries to recycle from 
past events—the town website was not updated. Agnesanne said we need more advertising to get the 
word out. Can we schedule the event earlier in October along with the bulk trash pickup as many events 
happen on the same day? Kevin will ask the town about doing our event on October 10, 2026. 

 
4. Frederick County Day of Action/October 3 Recap. Bill Spare reported that seven volunteers came from 

AstraZeneca and they worked at the two tree areas on Wiles Branch park. Bill noticed that the lawn crew 
is mowing way too close and are damaging the tree trunks. Several large trees were dead and only have 
suckers coming up from the bottom. Kevin will contact the contractor and have the mowers allow 1 foot 
clearance on both sides of the trees. This was a very successful volunteer program that is organized by 
the county that we would like to use again. 

 
5. Library Green Expo. No one from the library attended the meeting this month. As of now, the 

committee has committed money for the event to cover some expenses of special exhibitors and will find 
parking for the All Shred truck. 

 
6. Library/ Sustainability Committee Green Talks. Bernadette had an upcoming talk on Saturday, 10/25. 

Unfortunately, the bat presenter was ill thus that much anticipated talk had to be cancelled that was 
scheduled for last week. Ann suggested a more organized selection of Green Talks for 2026 and that the 
Sustainability Committee have a marketing strategy to get the word out to residents. The committee 
agreed that this has worked well in the past.  

 
7. Community Compost Bin Signage—Ann reported she has researched the cost of a sign for the entrance 

to the Memorial Park: 24 x 18 sign is about $200; 12 x 18 sign is $146 that could be posted at the street—
includes the post but not installation. Ann reported that she thinks that another sign is needed at the 
compost bin that is large enough for people to read when they enter the park. Kevin believed that the 
town would approve this as well. Ann will finalize pricing and report back to Kevin.  

 
8. Sustainable Maryland Certification has been renewed by the state of Maryland! It is good for 3 years. The 

team discussed needing to have a strategic plan in place that looks out over the next three years to plan 
for activities that support Middletown in remaining a sustainable community. 

 
9. Pollinator Seed library is at the Middletown library and is active.  
 
10. Outreach Committee: Ann requested that perhaps town staff can help with ad placement to announce 

upcoming Sustainability Committee events. Kevin reported that the town does not have the staff capacity 
to help with this. He mentioned that there are interns being used by the town and maybe the committee 
could get a highschool volunteer to help with marketing  and social media.  

 
11.  The Sustainability Committee entered a Scarecrow into the town’s March of the Scarecrows. “Ms. Bea 

Green” promoted the plant native program of Doug Tallamy’s homegrownnationalpark.org. You can see 
her on Main Street near Prospect St. 

 
12. Next Meeting: Tuesday November 18th 4:00 PM 
 
 
 
 


