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Middletown

WORKSHOP AGENDA FOR THE
BURGESS & COMMISSIONERS AND
PLANNING COMMISSION

November 7, 2022
6:30 p.m.

1. Planning issues update

Memorial Hall redevelopment
Hollow Creek Professional Center
Franklin Commons

406 West Green property
Middletown Library

Caroline’s View Apartments

e a0 o

2. Sign ordinance update

3. IT support for meetings?
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MEMORANDUM

Date: 11/2/2022

To:  Burgess and Commissioners
From: Cynthia K. Unangst, Middletown Staff Planner

RE:  Sign regulation proposed changes

Here are the proposed changes to the sign regulations:

e Purpose statement added

e New sign definitions — banner, feather flag, historic sign, nonconforming sign, sign, window
e Deleted sign definitions — barber pole, garage/yard sale sign, political sign

e Deleted content-biased phrasing from A-frame sign definition

e Revised sign definitions — directional sign, temporary sign

e Illustrations added to definitions section for: A-frame sign, awning/canopy sign, feather flag,
freestanding sign, monument sign, projecting sign, wall sign, window sign

e Sign permit procedures moved from end of the chapter to immediately following definition
section; designates that temporary banner signs need zoning certificates; change to the
wording of zoning administrator approval of minor changes to signs that are not in strict
compliance with the ordinance.

e General sign standards - signs shall be made of and installed with permanent materials;
temporary signs may not be used permanently; appeals may be made to BOA on case-by-case
basis.

e Signs permitted in any districts — deleted ‘personal service’ and ‘use’ in text related to
home occupation signage; deleted references to nonprofit organization signage and bulletin
board style signs on church and school properties; changed size of directional and
informational signs from max of 6 sf to 12 sf (directional signs for multiple businesses and
shopping centers is currently 12 sf); included wall-mounted directory sign regulations in this
section instead of the ‘signs for multiple businesses other than shopping centers’ section and
changed size from a max of 16 sf to 12 sf.

¢ Signs for individual businesses section was deleted as those regulations are now included in
the tables and the ‘maximum number of signs permitted’ section.



Signs for multiple businesses other than shopping centers section was deleted as those
regulations are now included in the tables and ‘signs permitted in any districts’ and
‘maximum number of signs permitted’ sections.

Signs for commercial shopping, office and industrial centers section was deleted as those
regulations are now included in the tables and ‘signs permitted in any districts’ and
‘maximum number of signs permitted’ sections.

Signs for motor vehicle service stations section was deleted.

Building measurement procedures have been added which include how window area signs
are calculated, and procedures for measuring building frontage.

Maximum number of signs permitted section was added.
Tables have been added to replace existing text to make the regulations clearer.
Illustrations have been added for clarity as well.

Window signs in the Town Commercial district can be up to 50% of the entire window area
or 32 square feet, whichever is less. Previous numbers were 25% and 16 square feet.

Subdivision and community identification sign size regulations have been deleted from
that section as they are included in the freestanding/monument sign table.

Design standards for permitted sign types section has been replaced with the text and
tables in the new ‘sign dimensional and design requirements’ section.

Exempt signs - Gasoline price signs are now exempt from the sign regulations as the MD
state law sets minimum standards for their posting, so they are added to this section.

Removal of signs section has been changed to state that any sign which advertises a business
that is no longer in existence shall be removed within 30 days instead of the current 90 days.

Temporary signs — this section has been re-written to eliminate the two lists of content-
heavy temporary sign regulations with one list requiring a permit and one that doesn’t require
a permit; real estate signs for commercial properties are now limited to 24 square feet in size
instead of the current 32 square feet; political signs in commercial and open space districts
can now be 24 square feet in size instead of the current 6 square feet; special event signs are
now limited to 24 square feet instead of the current 32 square feet; the only temporary signs
requiring a permit now are banners which can be quite large depending on the square footage
of the parcel; feather flags have regulations which are not included in our current code;
illustrations and tables have been added for the various types of temporary signs as opposed
to text spelling out the regulations for each type of temporary sign.
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Chapter 17.36 - SIGNSL!

17.36.010 - Purpose and intent.

through reasonable, consistent and non-discriminatory sign standards. Much valuable information can be
and is conveyed by the signs of local retail and service establishments to the mutual benefit of both the
business establishments and the public. It is the policy of the burgess and board of commissioners and
the intent of this chapter to promote signs which are compatible with the landscape/streetscape and
architecture of surrounding buildings, which are not distracting to motorists, which are constructed and
maintained in a structurally sound and attractive condition, and which are consistent with the terms and
conditions of the regulations set forth in this chapter.

17.36.020 - Definitions.
"A-frame/sandwich board/T-frame sign." A sign that is constructed in the shape of an "A", also

referred to as a "sandwich board" sign, or an upside-down "T" and which is composed of two back to back
sign fac%r‘)riented in opposing directions aligned in the shape of the letter "A" or an upside-down "T."

J
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available at the business estabhshment-or other enlity displaying or sporsering the sign.

. “Awni\f@i’nop‘ sign‘{'la sign ;iLaced qi.rectly on or attached to the surface of an awning or canopy.
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"Banner." Any cloth, bunting, plastic, or similar non-rigid material attached to any building, structure,
staff, pole, rope, wire, or framing which is anchored on two or more edges or at all four corners. Banners
are temporary in nature and do not include feather flag signs.

"Building frontage." The architecturally designed front of a building on a public street, parking lot, or
pedestrian walk. In the case of a building located on the corner of two rights-of-way, and where the
primary entrance is located on the corner of the building, the "building frontage" is the longer of the two
sides which front along the rights-of-way.

“Directional or informational sign.” A sign designed to provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular

traffic into and out of, or within a site. The name or logo of the business or use to which the sign is giving
direction may also be included on the sign.

"Directory sign." A sign on which the names and locations of occupants within a building or property
is identified.

“Feather flag.” A vertical portable temporary sign that contains a harpoon-style pole or staff driven
into a base or the ground.

o

"Freestanding sign." Any sign mounted on supports that are placed on, or anchored in, the ground
and that are independent from any building or_g{her structure.
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-"Grade plane." Grade plane means a reference plane representing the average of finished ground
level adjoining the sign structure.

“Historic sign.” A sign deemed important because of its association with history, or because of its
unique architectural style and scale as approved by the burgess and commissioners in conformance with
Section 17.36.100.D.

“Iluminated sign." a sign which is illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source, whether
internally or externally lit.

"Incidental sign.” A sign, generally informational, that has an incidental purpose to the use of the lot
on which it is located, such as “No Parking," "Entrance," "Exit," "Loading Only," and other similar
directives. These signs shall include, but not be limited to signs on automatic teller machines, gas pumps,
vending machines or newspaper delivery boxes.

"Lot frontage.” The length of the property abutting a street right-of-way, measured as a straight line
between the extreme property corners along a street right-of-way.

"Monument sign." A freestanding sign attached to a contiguous structural base or berm, which base
shall be of the same width as or greater than the message portion of the sign and is permanently affixed

to the ground.

“Nonconforming sign.” Any sign which was lawfully erected in compliance with the applicable
requlations of the zoning ordinance prior to the effective date of this chapter and which fails to conform to

the current standards or restrictions.

"Projecting sign." Any sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support and which
projects more than twelve (12) inphes from the building; angle of projection shall be 90° from the building.

"Roof line." The top of a flat roof or the ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel roof.
“"Sandwich board sign." See A-frame sign.
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“Sign.” Sign means any device, display, or structure, or any part thereof, illuminated or otherwise,
which is visible from a public place and which displays or includes any numeral, letter, word, model,

banner, emblem, symbol, logo. insignia, device, trademark, or projected image.

“Temporary sign.” A sign that is neither permanently installed in the ground nor affixed to a building
or structure. The term “temporary sign” includes, but is not limited to, A-frame signs, wall signs, ground
signs, banners, feather flags, and window signs. The term “temporary sign” does not include flags. and
signs that are intended to reqularly move, such as motorized signs. The contents of any temporary sign

shall be limited in scope and limited in duration as specified in Section 17.36.130.
"Wall sign." Any sign attached to any part of a building and which does not project mon'a‘ than twelve

— \\

(12) inches from such building.

“Window.” A window is an opening in the wall or roof of a building that is filled with glass or other
transparent material in a frame to admit light or air and allow people to see out

"Window sign." Any sign, pictures, symbol, or combinations thereof, designed to communicate
information about the business that is placed inside a window or upon the window Eanes or glass and is

visible through the window.

17.36.030 - Sign permit procedures. (moved from end of chapter)

A, Except as otherwise provided in this chapter. all signs being erected. constructed, installed
attached, altered, relocated or reconstructed must have prior approval be-approved prior-therete by
the zoning administrator or its delegate for compliance with the provisions of this chapter. This
includesing the location, placement and size of the sian. and includes temporary banner signs.

B. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a zoning certificate_shall be required for all signs
erected or installed after the effective date of this ordinance, including temporary banner signs.

4
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C.

An application for a sign permit shall be submitted on a zoning certificate from our website or

provided by the zoning administrator, shall contain the information required as set forth herein, and
shall be accompanied by the required application fee.

An application for a sign permit shall contain, or have attached thereto, the following information in

either written or graphic form:

1. Name, address and telephone number of the sign erector and the sign owner.

2. A site location plan showing the street name and street number of the location or building where

the sign is to be placed and the position of the sign in relation to adjacent lot lines, buildings
sidewalks, streets and intersections.

3. __The type of sign and a general description of the structural design and construction materials to
be used.

4. One set of drawings and/or photos of the proposed sign which shall contain specifications
indicating the height, perimeter and area dimensions, means of support, method of illumination
colors, and any other significant aspect of the proposed sign

5. Any other information requested in order to carry out the purpose and intent of this chapter.

A signage plan identifying the location, height, and size of all freestanding/monument signs shall be

included on all site plans reviewed by the planning commission.

Any sign which is_erected, constructed, installed, attached, altered, relocated or reconstructed

without a permit and for which a permit is required shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. (1)
The owner or other person responsible for the sign shall be subject to a fine and enforcement
measures as provided for in Chapter 17.08 of this title. {2) In addition, the zoning administrator may
order the owner or other person responsible for the sign to remove the sign at the sole cost of sueh

the owner or other person responsible.

with the requirements of this chapter if, in doing so. the intent of this chapter may stil-be met. The
zoning administrator_may approve minor _changes that are not within_strict compliance of this
ordinance if the intent of this chapter may still be met, upon a showing that an owner, lessee or other
person seeking to display a sign is unable to effectively display one or more signs in compliance with
the requirements of this chapter due to unusual conditions on the property such as size, location,
topography or other situation.

r

17.36.040 - General sign standards.

All signs which are painted, constructed, erected, remodeled, relocated or expanded shall comply

with the following standards:

A. llluminated Signs. (1) Signs which are illuminated shall be shaded so as to avoid casting bright
light upon any property which is located in any residential district or upon any public street. (2)
Any illuminated sign which is facing any residential district and which is visible from such
residential district, shall only be illuminated when the business is open for business or to the
public. (3) For the purposes of this section, the term "illuminated sign" shall include, but not be
limited to, illuminated window signs.

B. Flashing or Moving Signs. No flashing sign, rotating or moving sign, animated sign or sign with
moving lights or lights which create the illusion of movement are permitted. (1) A sign on which
the current time and/or temperature is indicated by intermittent lighting shall not be deemed a
flashing sign if the lighting changes are limited to the numerals indicating the time and/or

e {Formatted: Strikethrough
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temperature. (2) For the purposes of this article, the term "flashing, rotating, animated or moving
signs” shall include, but not be limited to, flashing, rotating, animated or moving window signs.

C. Determination of Sign Height. The height of a sign shall be measured from grade plane to the
average height of the highest sign surface. If a sign is located on a mound, berm, or other
raised area for the purpose of increasing the height of the sign, the height of the mound, berm,
or other raised area shall be included in the height of the sign.

D. Measurement of Sign Area. Each face of a sign shall be counted when computing the total sign
area for a site, the exception being-exsept that, when two sign faces are placed back-to-back so
that both faces cannot be viewed from any point at the same time and each contains identical
text and graphics, the area of only one side shall be counted when computing the area of that
sign.

Number of Sign Faces. No sign shall have more than two (2) sign faces.

F. Determination of Monument Sign Area. The surface area of the largest face of a monument sign
will be used to determine the total square footage of the monument sign. (1) This calculation will
exclude the first eighteen (18") inches of the base if it does not include any sign copy or other
graphic. (2) In addition, a planter structure which does not exceed one foot (1') in height or
include sign copy or graphics will also be excluded from the area calculation.

G. Condition of Signs. (1) All signs shall be designed, constructed and installed with permanent
materials and finishes (except for temporary signs) and shall be maintained in good repair and
in a safe, clean and attractive condition. (2) Signs shall not be maintained or permitted to exist
in such a condition as to constitute a public nuisance or other hazard to the public health, safety
or welfare. (3) In addition to any other lessee, owner or other person responsible for a sign, the
owner of the property on which a sign is located shall also be responsible for the maintenance
of the sign as required herein.

H. Unless otherwise permitted by law, all signs shall be erected, installed or otherwise located on
the property which is used for the purposes which are associated with or which relate to the
content of the sign. (1) Sign applicants must have approval of property owner. (2) Each sign
shall be located within the owner's property boundaries and shall not be located within the
public right-of-way.

. Temporary signs, such as but not limited to vinyl banners, shall not be used as permanent
signs.

J. An application may be made to the Middletown Board of Appeals for a variance from these sign
regulations where it is alleged that the provisions inflict unnecessary hardship upon the
applicant on a case-by-case basis.

17.36.050 - Signs permitted in any districts.

The following signs are permitted in all zoning districts subject to the provisions and requirements of
this chapter:

A. A-personal-servise sign for a permitted home occupation-use subject to the following. (1) Such
signs shall be either unlighted or indirectly lighted.;(2) Such signs shall not exceed two (2)
square feet in area.,and (3) Such signs shall be attached to the building in which the home
occupation use is operating.
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B. Directional and informational signs not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in size, and shall be
consistent in construction and appearance with the materials used on the building(s) on the
premises.

C.__Wall-mounted directory signs for multiple use buildings, provided:
i. Signs shali be located beside the entry door;

ii. The maximum size for directory signs is twelve (12) square feet.
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17.36.060 — Measuring Signs and Building Frontages.
A. Procedures for Measuring Signs.

Channel letter signs (individual or raceway mounted) measure around outside edge of letters,
but do not include descenders of letters. Logos shall be included in measurements for area maximums.
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For calculating maximum area of window signs, the window area is calculated as a continuous
surface until divided by an architectural or structural element.

B. Procedures for Measuring Building Frontage.

(1) Sign area calculations are based on width of front entrance wall.

(2) For Town Commercial district storefronts and other strip store tenants: measure width of
lease space on front entrance wall.

(3) For two-sided storefronts (display windows and customer entry doors on two sides):
measure width of lease space on both front entrance walls.

(4) For buildings or lease spaces that front on two or more public streets:

i Front entrance wall: measure width as prescribed for that district;

il. Secondary walls on public streets: 30% of width of front entrance wall.

(S) For buildings containing multiple tenants (office buildings, upper floors of Town Commercial
storefront buildings): measure width of building on front entrance wall. If building has customer
entrances on more than one wall, measure width of each entrance wall.

17.36.070 — Maximum Number of Signs Permitted.

A. Maximum Number of Signs. Each individual business located on one lot may have a maximum
of three (3) signs for each street or public right-of-way on which the property fronts.

B. Multiple Occupant Buildings. If a building contains multiple non-residential occupants (e;g.,
office buildings, Town Commercial district buildings), total wall mounted sign area is limited to formula
prescribed for the entire building (1}e-g-For example, if éap the maximum sign area for a building is 30
square feet, the total for all signs must add up to 30 or less square feet in area). (2) Each business shall
be limited entitled to a maximum of two (2) signs per business street or public right-of-way.

C. Freestanding/monument Signs. Except in accordance with Section 17.36.070 below, there
shall be no more than one Freestanding/monument sign installation per building or shopping center per
each street on which the building has frontage. No lot shall be permitted to have erected both a
projecting sign and a monument/freestanding sign.

17.36.080 — Sign Dimensional and Design Requirements.
Site plan applicants are required to present a Signage Plan as part of a required site plan that

integrates the design of signs with the design of the building (and/or development) on which they will
be displayed and with the surrounding area. (1) An office complex may display no more than one
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Freestanding/monument sign to identify the complex at each exit and entrance. (2) The style, color and
materials of signs shall be consistent with other signs on the property and with the main structure.

Regardless of whether a sign’s installation is part of a project that requires a site plan,
dimensional and design requirements are as follows.

A. Freestanding Signs

Max height by

district/use {see .9\.‘
table)
FREESTANDING
SIGNS
Zoning District/Use Maximum Height Maximum Area Number or Sign, Permitted
(ft) (s.f.)
GC, SC/LM, TC*, MB, | 8 feet one (1) square foot | 1 per street
0s per five (5) linear
feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 50 feet
GC - commercial 8 feet one {1) square foot 1 per street
shopping, office and per five (5) linear
industrial centers feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 120 feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 4 feet one (1) square foot | 1 per street
subdivision signs per five (5) linear
feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 70 square feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 4 feet one {1) square foot | 1 per street
special exception per five (5) linear
uses feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 32 square feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street
home occupations
specid exception

*For permitted non-residential uses

10
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All permit applications for Freestanding/monument signs shall include a plan for landscaping the base of
the sign, which shall include, but is not limited to, low lying native shrubs, flowers and other plantings.
Such plantings shall be maintained and kept in presentable condition. Failure to maintain landscaping as
approved as part of the permit for the sign shall constitute a violation of this Article.

Freestanding/monument signs shall have a minimum setback of ten (10) feet from any public right-of-
way, service drive or entrance and shall be located as to allow clear and ample visual sight lines for
driveways leading into a street and at intersecting streets and alleys.

B. Flush; Wall-Mounted Signs.

A wall sign may not extend above the highest point of the roof and may not project beyond twelve (12)
inches from the wall on which itis installed.

S |
"
o

t \
Bl )

=

Wall signs must comply

with Table 17.36.080.8 R_\‘M
] B

s ‘ iM

WALL MOUNTED SIGNS

Zoning Maximum Height
District/Use (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) | Number of Signs Permitted
one (1) square foot
for each linear foot of
GC, SC/LM, TC, building frontage with
MB, OS 25 feet max. of 100 feet 1 per street
one (1) square foot
R20, R1, R2, R3 - for each linear foot of
special exception building frontage with
uses 25 feet max. of 50 feet 1 per street
R20,R1,R2,R3 -
ial .
ithi
dwellings-home
occupations 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street

11
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C. Projecting Signs.

No sign shall project more than 48 inches (4 feet) from the building wall or within two feet of the curb
line. {1) The minimum vertical clearance above the surface of the ground shall be at least 7 and one-half
feet (7'6”).-and Projecting signs may not extend above the highest point of the roof. Dimensional and
Design Requirements are as follows for all zoning districts, excluding residential districts:

T75  Nosign shall project more than

I
?l A i | T i
Aatew el

48 inches (4 feet] from the
building wall or within two feet
of the curb line

The area of a sign
—  may be 1 square
foot per linear foot
of building frontage
up to 12 scuare feet

PROJECTING
SIGNS
Zoning Maximum
District/Use Height (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) Number of Signs Permitted
One (1) square foot per linear
GC,SC/LM, TC, foot of building frontage up to
MB, 0S 14 feet 12 square feet 1 per street

D. Awning and Canopy Signs.

The lettering, graphics or other sign content on an awning or canopy shall be placed parallel to and shall
not project above or below the face of the awning or canopy. (1) An awning or canopy shall not be
situated in a location which interferes with or obstructs pedestrian or vehicular traffic. {2) The minimum
vertical clearance above the surface of the ground shall be at least 7 and one-half feet (7'6”) and may
not extend above the highest point of the roof.

12
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55)/ -|l,-.-~- oz me -
& l_" | [
SINJE 2972
'|'“ i B i
i Area of an awning or
canopy sign may be no

i | greater than one {1}
square foot per hinear
foot of the awning or
€anopy up to 12 square
fe

14" Max

AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS
Zoning Maximum
District/Use Height (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) Number of Signs Permitted
One (1) square foot per linear foot
of the awning or canopy up to 12
| GC,SC/LM, TC, OS 14 feet square feet 1 per street

E. Permanent Window Signs.

The maximum area for a window sign is determined by measuring the width and height of the
outermost edges of the sign lettering or graphics.

A

- A AT LML

=1 The area of a permanent
| window sign may be as
—] perscribed in the table above or
5 E 16 sg. feet. whichever is less.

: ‘"':L_ [_ L ,_.I__i___j

13
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WINDOW SIGNS
Zoning
District/Use Maximum Area (s.f.)

GC, SC/LM, OS | 25% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

R1, R2, R3, R20 | 10% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

50% of the entire window area or thirty-two (32) square feet whichever is
TC less

17.36.090 - Subdivision and community identification signs.

Subdivision and community identification signs are permitted in the right-of-way of monumented,
public streets or in locations approved by the Middletown Planning Commission. In addition, the following
conditions shall be met:

A.  Subdivision/community signs (1) Sshall not be positioned or located in such a manner as to
obstruct or otherwise interfere with the sight of motorists or pedestrians and their ability to safely
enter or exit the premises or traverse the rights-of-way.-ner (2) Sshall_not-they be located within
utility easements or in a location which will adversely impact utility lines.; (3) Tthe planning
commission shall have the authority to approve the location and orientation of the sign;

B. The sign shall be of a permanent nature, such as brick, stone or concrete, and shall be kept in

good repair and in safe, neat, clean and attractive condition by the community association, if
existing;

C. If a sign is located in a median strip or monumented island, no portion of the sign may be
located within ten (10) feet of any end of the median strip or monumented island.
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17.36.100 - Pre-existing non-conforming signs and historic signs.

A. Any sign which was lawfully established in accordance with all applicable regulations in effect at the
time of its establishment but which does not conform to the requirements set forth in this chapter
shall be deemed a lawful non-conforming sign.

B. A lawful non-conforming sign may lawfulty remain at its location, subject to the following conditions:

1. Lawful non-conforming signs shall be maintained in good repair and condition. Any such sign

which is determined by the town zoning administrator, town administrator or other authorized

I town official not-te-be-se maintained or to be unsafe shall be restored, repaired, rebuilt, or
removed.

2. Except as otherwise provided herein, lawful non-conforming signs may not be enlarged,
extended, relocated structurally altered, or changed in nature or character.

15
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The wording and content of a lawful non-conforming sign may be changed to accommodate and
reflect a change in use of the property from one business to a similar business occupying the
same property.

A lawful non-conforming sign shall either be removed or altered to comply with the requirements
of this chapter when there is a substantial change in the use of the property on which the sign is
located, when there is a substantial alteration to the primary structure on the property on which
the sign is located or when there is a change in nature or character of the sign.

C. The owner of or other person responsible for a lawful non-conforming sign which sign is in violation
of any of the conditions set forth in this section shall correct such violation or remove such sign within
ninety (90) days of being given notice of the violation and shall be subject to a fine and enforcement
measures as provided for in Chapter 17.08 of this title.-

D. Historic Signs. The burgess and board of commissioners may designate individual signs at its
discretion as historic signs. Historic signs shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter subject
to the following conditions:

1.

Historic signs shall be kept in good repair and condition. Any such sign which is determined by
the town zoning administrator, town administrator or other authorized town official not to be so
maintained or to be unsafe shall be restored, repaired, rebuilt, or removed.

Historic signs may not be enlarged, extended, relocated or structurally altered.

Historic signs may not be displayed on any other portion of the property or building other than its
location on the date of the enactment of the ordinance codified in this chapter, and may not be
displayed on another property.

17.36.110 - Exempt signs.

A sign permit shall not be required for the following signs; provided, however, that all such signs shall
comply with the other applicable requirements of this chapter:

A

B.

C.

D.
E.
F.

Any public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable federal, state, or local law,
regulation or ordinance;

Signs erected by the town, county, state, or federal government in furtherance of their
governmental responsibility;

Signs prepared by or for the local, state or federal government marking sites or buildings of
historical significance;

) . G -
Ballfield/sports complex signs and scoreboards.

Government sponsored banners affixed to light standards promoting community events.

G. Gasoline Price Signs as Required by Maryland Law: Maryland Law requires the price of gasoline

be posted on properties where it is sold and sets minimum standards for such posting. Signs
posting the price of gasoline shall not be included in the calculation of permitted sign area up to
a minimum required by State Law. That which exceeds the minimum required by State Law
shall be included in the calculation of sign area._Signs shall not exceed 8 feet in height.

17.36.120 - Removal of signs.

Any sign which advertises, identifies, or is otherwise related to or associated with a business, group,
event or activity which is no longer in existence or active shall, within rinrety{80} thirty (30) days from the
time such business, group, event or activity ceases, either be removed from the premises or altered or
resurfaced by the owner of the property on which the sign is located so that the sign will not display
letters, numerals, symbols, figures, designs or any other device for visual communications pertaining to
the former business, group, event or activity. Upon petition of the owner of the property on which the sign

16
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is located, the zoning administrator may, but is not required to, permit such sign to remain on the

premises for an additional pirety-{806} thirty (30) days.

17.36.130 Temporary Signs

Other than as provided below and in subsections 17.36.130.B through 17.36.130.H, Temporary Signs

shall meet the criteria set forth in Section 17.36.130.A Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations

by Zoning District. A Temporary Sign may be displayed as a ground sign or a wall sign, inclusive of a

Window Sign. Banner signs require permit approval by the Zoning Administrator.

A. General Criteria for Temporary Signs. A Temporary Sign must meet the criteria established for
the zoning district in which the Temporary Sign is located, as set forth and described below in

Table 17.36.130.A, Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations by Zoning District.

However, except as otherwise provided below, the general criteria and limitations in this

Section 17.36.130.A do not apply to A-Frame and T-Frame Signs, Banner Sians, and Feather

Fiags. Jncorporation of florescent color or exhibition of florescence, lighting or

illumination, or movement are not allowed,

—=

TABLE 17.36.130.A Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations by Zoning
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District
ZONING DISTRICTS R1,R2, General Town Commerciat 1 - '[Formatted Table
R3,R20 Commercial, Service and MB Mixed
Residential Comm./Lt. Manu. Business Zoning

Zoning Open Space Zoning Districts
Districts Districts

Maximum Number of Signs 21 2 2

Per Parcel B

Maximum Sign Area? 6 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft.

Sign Height Maximum for a 4 ft. 6 fi. 6 ft.

Freestanding Sign

Sign Height Maximum for a 6 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft.

Wall Sign (inclusive of a

Window Sign?)

Minimum Setback/ Distance 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.

from Right of Way*

Minimum Spacing from any 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft.

Other Sign (Temporary Sign or

a Permanent Sign)

Permit Required No No No

Permission of Owner Required Yes Yes Yes

Allowed within a Sight No No No

Visibility Triangle

Allowed on Public Sidewalk / No No No

Right of Way

Duration 3 days after 3 days after event 3 days

event conclusion after event
conclusion conclusion
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'In single-family residential zoning districts, each single-family residential use with at least one principal
structure may place up to 2 offsite Temporary Signs on private property for the purpose of directing the public to
a residential activity (e.g. real estate open house, garage/yard sale. estate sale). Said signs shall be displayed only
during the hours that the single-family residence is open for public inspection and shall not exceed 6 sq. ft. in area

per sign.

Multiply the maximum sign area by the maximum number of signs to calculate the aggregate maximum sign
area. There is no limit to the number of separate messages that may appear on the allowable surface(s) of an

Temporary Sign.
3 . . - .
Window Signs shall not cover more than 25% of the first-floor window area.

* Minimum Sign Setbacks are measured from the edge of the property line. Setbacks do not apply to wall signs.

B.

A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs must meet

the criteria and limitations set forth in the following Table 17.36.130.B A-Frame and T-
Frame Signs: Criteria and Limitations.

1. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may

be placed in single-family residential zoning districts only in conjunction with
non- residential uses.

2. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs must be located adjacent to the parcel or
business advertised thereon, supported by a base of sufficient weight and
durability to withstand wind gusts, and maintained in a professional manner free
from fading. tearing, and tattering.

3. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs shall not be placed in raised or painted medians
with stakes fastened to or driven into concrete, across the street from the business
being advertised, and must be placed at grade level.

-~ ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"
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TABLE 17.36.130.B. A-Frame and
T-Frame Signs: Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Signs Two (2) per business'

Maximum Width Thirty (30) inches

Maximum Height
Minimum Setback/Distance from
Roadway

Forty-eight (48) inches
Five (5) feet (Except in Town Commercial Zoning
District, where minimum shall be one (1) foot)

Maximum Width of Public Sidewalk that No more than one third (1/3) of the width of a public

the Sign May Obstruct sidewalk and must provide at least

four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance

Maximum Distance of Sign from Ten (10) feet with signs spaced at least

Building? twenty (20) feet apart

Duration Only during hours when business is open
Allowed on Public Sidewalk / Right-of- Yes

Way

Allowed within a Sight Visibility Triangle No

Permit Required No

1The combined total number of A-Frame, T-Frame, and Flying Banner Signs shall not exceed four (4) per business.

2 Signs may be allowed at the perimeter of a multiple-tenant commercial/office complex or employment park,
but only pursuant to an approved sign plan.

C. Banner Signs. Banner Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may be placed in single-*- -~ -

family residential zoning districts only in conjunction with non-residential uses. Banner Signs
must meet the criteria and limitations set forth below in Table 17.36.1350.C, Banner Signs:
Criteria and Limitations.

Banner sign area must
be a5 prescribed on
Tabfe 17,36.130¢

GRAND OPENING

T

15" min spacing between "
banner and ary other 5igns v
(along ground)

19
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TABLE 17.36.130.C Banner Signs:
Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Banner Signs
Per Parcel/Business

Maximum Sign Area ! 40 sq. ft. for occupancies up to 5,000 sq. ft.

80 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 5,000 sq. ft. up to
15,000 sq. ft.
120 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 15,000 sq. ft. up
to 50,000 sq. ft.; or

180 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 50,000 sq. ft.

Sign Height Maximum if displayed 8 ft.
as a Freestanding Sign

Minimum Sign Setback if displayed 3fi.

as a Ground Signs?

Minimum Spacing from any Other 15 ft.

Sign (Temporary Sign or a

Permanent Sign )

Permit Required o XYes —
Allowed on Public Sidewalk / Right No

of Way

Allowed within a Sight Visibility No

Triangle

Duration No more than 120 days per year in the aggregate
Duration Allowed After Conclusion 1 day

of an Event if the Sign Pertains to an

Event

Movement Allowed No

| The square footage limitation is per side for a_double-sided Banner Sign. For example, a 40 square foot
limitation means there is a limit of 40 square feet of surface area per side of the double-sided Banner Sign.

2 Minimum Sign Setbacks are measured from the edge of the property line. Setbacks do not apply to a
Banner Sign displayed on walls.

3 Not applicable to signs displayed on Flagpoles.

D. Feather Flaqg Signs. Feather Flag Signs must meet the criteria and limitations set forth below in
Table 17.36.130.D, Feather Flag Signs: Criteria and Limitations.

I. _Feather Flag Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may be placed in single- family
residential zoning districts only in conjunction with non-residential uses.

2. Feather Flag Signs must be located adjacent to the parcel or business advertised thereon,

supported by a base of sufficient weight and durability to withstand wind gusts, and
maintained in a professional manner free from fading. tearing. and tattering.

20
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3. Feather Flag Signs shall not be placed in raised or painted medians, with stakes fastened

to or driven into concrete, or across the street from the business being advertised and
must be placed at grade level.

12' squared
max area

1" max. width

Minimum distance from curb 4' or sign
height. whichever is greater

pr— 12 max height

TABLE 17.36.130.D Feather Flag Signs:

Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Flying Banner

Two (2) per parcel or business'

Signs
Maximurrl Sign Area Ig_s_g_;_fg1
Sign Height 12 ft.

Minimum Setback

4 feet from edge of curb, or a distance equal to the
height of the Feather Flag Sign, whichever is greater.

Minimum Distance From an Access

Drive or Street Intersection 0ft.
Minimum Distance from another

Feather Flag, A-Frame or T- Frame 20 ft.
Sign

Permit Required No

llowed on Public Sidewalk / Right of

Yes on a public sidewalk, subject to the criteria and

(Way?

limitations herein

21
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Allowed within a Sight Visibility

. No
Triangle
Duration No more than 120 days per year in the aggregate
Maximum Width of Public Sidewalk No more than one third (1/3) of width of public
that the Sign May Obstruct sidewalk, and in all instances, there must be at

least four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance

Lighting or [llumination Allowed No
Movement Allowed Yes

! The combined total number of Feather Flag Signs, A-Frame Signs, and T-Frame Signs shall not exceed four (4) per
business.

2 Government Signs displaying government speech are not subject to Chapter 17.36.

22
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Chapter 17.36 - SIGNSI

17.36.010 - Purpose and intent.

ltis the purpose of this Section to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the Town _ _ - -{ Formatted: Font color: Red

through reasonable, consistent and non-discriminatory sign standards. Much valuable information can be
and is conveyed by the signs of local retail and service establishments to the mutual benefit of both the
business establishments and the public. It is the policy of the burgess and board of commissioners and
the intent of this chapter to promote signs which are compatible with the landscape/streetscape and
architecture of surrounding buildings, which are not distracting to motorists, which are constructed and
maintained in a structurally sound and attractive condition, and which are consistent with the terms and
conditions of the regulations set forth in this chapter.

17.36.020 - Definitions.
"A-frame/sandwich board/T-frame sign." A sign that is constructed in the shape of an "A", also

referred to as a "sandwich board" sign, or an upside-down "T" and which is composed of two back to back
sign fac{__sqc‘)riented in opposing directions aligned in the shape of the letter "A" or an upside-down "T."

@aA"IImﬂfﬁfi?‘
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"Banner." Any cloth, bunting, plastic, or similar non-rigid material attached to any building, structure,
staff, pole, rope, wire, or framing which is anchored on two or more edges or at all four corners. Banners
are temporary in nature and do not include feather flag signs.

"Building frontage." The architecturally designed front of a building on a public street, parking lot, or
pedestrian walk. In the case of a building located on the corner of two rights-of-way, and where the
primary entrance is located on the corner of the building, the "building frontage" is the longer of the two
sides which front along the rights-of-way.

“Directional or informational sign.” A sign designed to provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular
traffic into and out of, or within a site. The name or logo of the business or use to which the sign is giving
direction may also be included on the sign.

“Directory sign." A sign on which the names and locations of occupants within a building or property
is identified.

“Feather flag.” A vertical portable temporary sign that contains a harpoon-style pole or staff driven
into a base or the ground.

=

“Freestanding sign.” Any sign mounted on supports that are placed on, or anchored in, the ground
_a‘r:d that are independent from any building or other structure.

"Grade plane." Grade plane means a reference plane representing the average of finished ground
level adjoining the sign structure.

“Historic sign.” A sign deemed important because of its association with history, or because of its
unigue architectural style and scale as approved by the burgess and commissioners in conformance with
Section 17.36.100.D.

"llluminated sign." a sign which is illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source, whether
internally or externally lit.
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"Incidental sign." A sign, generally informational, that has an incidental purpose to the use of the lot
on which it is located, such as "No Parking," "Entrance," "Exit," "Loading Only," and other similar
directives. These signs shall include, but not be limited to signs on automatic teller machines, gas pumps,
vending machines or newspaper delivery boxes.

"Lot frontage." The length of the property abutting a street right-of-way, measured as a straight line
between the extreme property corners along a street right-of-way.

"Monument sign." A freestanding sign attached to a contiguous structural base or berm, which base
shall be of the same width as or greater than the message portion of the sign and is permanently affixed

= ™

to the ground.

“Nonconforming sign.” Any sign which was lawfully erected in compliance with the applicable

regulations of the zoning ordinance prior to the effective date of this chapter and which fails to conform to
the current standards or restrictions.

"Projecting sign." Any sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support and which
projects more than twelve (12) inches from the building; angle of projection shall be 90° from the building.

"Roof line." The top of a flat roof or the ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel roof.
"Sandwich board sign." See A-frame sign.

“Sign.” Sign means any device, display. or structure, or any part thereof, illuminated or otherwise,
which is visible from a public place and which displays or includes any numeral, letter, word, model
banner, emblem, symbol, logo, insignia, device, trademark, or projected image.

“Temporary sign.” A sign that is neither permanently installed in the ground nor affixed to a building
or structure. The term “temporary sign” includes, but is not limited to, A-frame signs, wall signs, ground
signs, banners, feather flags, and window signs. The term “temporary sign” does not include flags, and

signs that are intended to regularly move, such as motorized signs. The contents of any temporary sign
shall be limited in scope and limited in duration as specified in Section 17.36.130.
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"Wall sign." Any sign attached to any part of a building and which does not project more t?ar} gwelve

|

(12) inches from such building.

“Window.” A window is an opening in the wall or roof of a building that is filled with glass or other
transparent material in a frame to admit light or air and allow people to see out.

"Window sign.” Any sign, pictures, symbol, or combinations thereof, designed to communicate
information about the business that is placed inside a window or upon the window Eanes or glass and is

i:j,ww o o up

8ign Area

visible through the window. |

17.36.030 - Sign permit procedures. (moved from end of chapter)

A. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all signs being erected, constructed, installed
attached, altered. relocated or reconstructed must have prior approvat i ete b
the zoning administrator or its delegate for compliance with the provisions of this chapter. This
includesing the location, placement and size of the sign, and includes temporary banner signs.

B. __Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a zoning certificate shall be required for all signs
erected or installed after the effective date of this ordinance, including temporary banner signs.

C. An application for a sign permit shall be submitted on a zoning certificate from our website or
provided by the zoning administrator, shall contain the information required as set forth herein, and
shall be accompanied by the required application fee.

D. _An application for a sign permit shall contain, or have attached thereto, the following information in
either written or graphic form:

1. Name, address and telephone number of the sign erector and the sign owner.

2. A site location plan showing the street name and street number of the location or building where

the sign is to be placed and the position of the sign in relation to adjacent lot lines, buildings
sidewalks, streets and intersections.

3. The type of sign and a general description of the structural design and construction materials to
be used.
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4. _One set of drawings and/or photos of the proposed sign which shall contain specifications
indicating the height, perimeter and area dimensions, means of support, method of illumination
colors, and any other significant aspect of the proposed sign.

5. Any other information requested in order to carry out the purpose and intent of this chapter.

E. __A signage plan identifying the location, height, and size of all freestanding/monument signs shall be
included on all site plans reviewed by the planning commission.

F. __Any sign which is erected, constructed. installed, attached, altered. relocated or reconstructed
without a permit and for which a permit is required shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. (1)
The owner or other person responsible for the sign shall be subject to a fine and enforcement
measures as provided for in Chapter 17.08 of this title. {2) In addition, the zoning administrator may
order the owner or other person responsible for the sign to remove the sign at the sole cost of sueh
the owner or other person responsible.

G. _The zoning administrator may approve minor changes that are not within strict compliance of this
ordinance if the intent of this chapter may still be met, upon a showing that an owner, lessee or other
person seeking to display a sign is unable to effectively display one or more signs in compliance with
the requirements of this chapter due to unusual conditions on the property such as size, location,
topography or other situation.

17.36.040 - General sign standards.

All signs which are painted, constructed, erected, remodeled, relocated or expanded shall comply
with the following standards:

A.  llluminated Signs. (1) Signs which are illuminated shall be shaded so as to avoid casting bright
light upon any property which is located in any residentia! district or upon any public street. (2)
Any illuminated sign which is facing any residential district and which is visible from such
residential district, shall only be illuminated when the business is open for business or to the
public. (3) For the purposes of this section, the term "illuminated sign" shall include, but not be
limited to, illuminated window signs.

B. Flashing or Moving Signs. No flashing sign, rotating or moving sign, animated sign or sign with
moving lights or lights which create the illusion of movement are permitted. (1) A sign on which
the current time and/or temperature is indicated by intermittent lighting shall not be deemed a
flashing sign if the lighting changes are limited to the numerals indicating the time and/or
temperature. (2) For the purposes of this article, the term "flashing, rotating, animated or moving
signs” shall include, but not be limited to, flashing, rotating, animated or moving window signs.

C. Determination of Sign Height. The height of a sign shall be measured from grade plane to the
average height of the highest sign surface. If a sign is located on a mound, berm, or other
raised area for the purpose of increasing the height of the sign, the height of the mound, berm,
or other raised area shall be included in the height of the sign.

D. Measurement of Sign Area. Each face of a sign shall be counted when computing the total sign
area for a site, the exception being-exsept that, when two sign faces are placed back-to-back so
that both faces cannot be viewed from any point at the same time and each contains identical
text and graphics, the area of only one side shall be counted when computing the area of that
sign.

Number of Sign Faces. No sign shall have more than two (2) sign faces.

F. Determination of Monument Sign Area. The surface area of the largest face of a monument sign
will be used to determine the total square footage of the monument sign. (1) This calculation will
exclude the first eighteen (18") inches of the base if it does not include any sign copy or other

graphic. (2) In addition, a planter structure which does not exceed one foot (1') in height or
include sign copy or graphics will also be excluded from the area calculation.

5
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G. Condition of Signs. (1) All signs shall be designed, constructed and installed with permanent

materials and finishes (except for temporary signs) and shall be maintained in good repair and
in a safe, clean and attractive condition. (2) Signs shall not be maintained or permitted to exist
in such a condition as to constitute a public nuisance or other hazard to the public health, safety
or welfare. (3) In addition to any other lessee, owner or other person responsible for a sign, the
owner of the property on which a sign is located shall also be responsible for the maintenance
of the sign as required herein.

Unless otherwise permitted by law, all signs shall be erected, installed or otherwise located on
the property which is used for the purposes which are associated with or which relate to the
content of the sign. (1) Sign applicants must have approval of property owner. (2) Each sign
shall be located within the owner's property boundaries and shall not be located within the
public right-of-way.

Temporary signs, such as but not limited to vinyl banners, shall not be used as permanent
signs.

An application may be made to the Middletown Board of Appeals for a variance from these sign
regulations where it is alleged that the provisions inflict unnecessary hardship upon the
applicant on a case-by-case basis.

17.36.050 - Signs permitted in any districts.

The following signs are permitted in all zoning districts subject to the provisions and requirements of
this chapter:

A

B.

A-personal-service sign for a permitted home occupation-use subject to the following. (1) Such
signs shall be either unlighted or indirectly lighted.;(2) Such signs shall not exceed two (2)
square feet in area.—and (3) Such signs shall be attached to the building in which the home
occupation use is operating.

Directional and informational signs not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in size, and shall be

consistent in construction and appearance with the materials used on the building(s) on the
premises.

C. _Wall-mounted directory signs for multiple use buildings, provided:

i. Signs shall be located beside the entry door;

ii. The maximum size for directory signs is twelve (12) square feet.

17.36.060 — Measuring Signs and Building Frontages.

A. Procedures for Measuring Signs.

Channel letter signs (individual or raceway mounted) measure around outside edge of letters,

but do not include descenders of letters. Logos shall be included in measurements for area maximums.
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For calculating maximum area of window signs, the window area is calculated as a continuous
surface until divided by an architectural or structural element.
1

T - 1 B
; : e ' e g 1
B. Procedures for Measuring Building Frontage.
(1) Sign area calculations are based on width of front entrance wall.
(2) For Town Commercial district storefronts and other strip store tenants: measure width of
lease space on front entrance wall.
(3) For two-sided storefronts (display windows and customer entry doors on two sides):
measure width of lease space on both front entrance walls.
(4) For buildings or lease spaces that front on two or more public streets:
i Front entrance wall: measure width as prescribed for that district;
i Secondary walls on public streets: 30% of width of front entrance wall.
(S) For buildings containing multiple tenants (office buildings, upper floors of Town Commercial

storefront buildings): measure width of building on front entrance wall. If building has customer
entrances on more than one wall, measure width of each entrance wall.

17.36.070 — Maximum Number of Signs Permitted.

A. Maximum Number of Signs. Each individual business located on one lot may have a maximum
of three (3) signs for each street or public right-of-way on which the property fronts.

B. Multiple Occupant Buildings. If a building contains multiple non-residential occupants (e;g.,
office buildings, Town Commercial district buildings), total wall mounted sign area is limited to formula
prescribed for the entire building (1}e-gFor example, if éap the maximum sign area for a building is 30
square feet, the total for all signs must add up to 30 or less square feet in area). (2) Each business shall
be limited entitled to a maximum of two (2) signs per business street or public right-of-way.

C. Freestanding/monument Signs. Except in accordance with Section 17.36.070 below, there
shall be no more than one Freestanding/monument sign installation per building or shopping center per
each street on which the building has frontage. No lot shall be permitted to have erected both a
projecting sign and a monument/freestanding sign.

17.36.080 — Sign Dimensional and Design Requirements.
Site plan applicants are required to present a Signage Plan as part of a required site plan that

integrates the design of signs with the design of the building (and/or development) on which they will
be displayed and with the surrounding area. (1) An office complex may display no more than one
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Freestanding/monument sign to identify the complex at each exit and entrance. (2) The style, color and
materials of signs shall be consistent with other signs on the property and with the main structure.

Regardless of whether a sign’s installation is part of a project that requires a site plan,
dimensional and design requirements are as follows.

A. Freestanding Signs

PRI

£
4‘“

Max height by
district/use (see
table)
FREESTANDING
SIGNS
Zoning District/Use Maximum Height Maximum Area Number or Sign, Permitted
(ft) (s.f.)
GC, SC/LM, TC*, MB, | 8 feet one (1) square foot | 1 per street
0s per five (S) linear
feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 50 feet
GC - commercial 8 feet one (1) square foot | 1 per street
shopping, office and per five (5) linear
industrial centers feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 120 feet
R20, R1, R2,R3 - 4 feet one (1) square foot 1 per street
subdivision signs per five (5) linear
feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 70 square feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 4 feet one (1) square foot 1 per street
special exception per five (5) linear
uses feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 32 square feet B
R20, R1, R2,R3 - 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street
home occupations
2l .
ithindwelli

*For permitted non-residential uses
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All permit applications for Freestanding/monument signs shall include a plan for landscaping the base of
the sign, which shall include, but is not limited to, low lying native shrubs, flowers and other plantings.
Such plantings shall be maintained and kept in presentable condition. Failure to maintain landscaping as
approved as part of the permit for the sign shall constitute a violation of this Article.

Freestanding/monument signs shall have a minimum setback of ten (10) feet from any public right-of-
way, service drive or entrance and shall be located as to allow clear and ample visual sight lines for
driveways leading into a street and at intersecting streets and alleys.

B. Flush; Wall-Mounted Signs.

A wall sign may not extend above the highest point of the roof and may not project beyond twelve (12)
inches from the wall on which it is installed.

Wall signs must comply
with Table 17.36.080.B ==,
i

g

WALL MOUNTED SIGNS

Zoning Maximum Height
District/Use (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) | Number of Signs Permitted
one (1) square foot
for each linear foot of
GC, SC/LM, TC, building frontage with
M8, 0S 25 feet max. of 100 feet 1 per street
one (1) square foot
R20, R1,R2,R3 - for each linear foot of
special exception building frontage with
uses 25 feet max. of 50 feet 1 per street
R20,R1,R2,R3 -
spacialexception
wusas-within
dwellings-home
occupations 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street
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C. Projecting Signs.

No sign shall project more than 48 inches (4 feet) from the building wall or within two feet of the curb
line. (1) The minimum vertical clearance above the surface of the ground shall be at least 7 and one-half
feet (7'6”).-and Projecting signs may not extend above the highest point of the roof. Dimensional and
Design Requirements are as follows for all zoning districts, excluding residential districts:

The area of a sign
may be 1 square
foot per iinear foot
of building frontage
P 10 12 square feet

No sign shall project more than
48 inches {4 feet) from the
building wall or withn two feet Il |
of the curd ine. | !

PROJECTING
SIGNS
Zoning Maximum
District/Use Height (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) Number of Signs Permitted
One (1) square foot per linear
GC, SC/LM, TC, foot of building frontage up to
MB, OS 14 feet 12 square feet 1 per street

D. Awning and Canopy Signs.
The lettering, graphics or other sign content on an awning or canopy shall be placed parallel to and shall
not project above or below the face of the awning or canopy. {1} An awning or canopy shall not be
situated in a location which interferes with or obstructs pedestrian or vehicular traffic. (2) The minimum
vertical clearance above the surface of the ground shall be at least 7 and one-half feet (7'6”) and may
not extend above the highest point of the roof.

10
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&

Area of an awning or
canopy sign may be no
greater than one (1)
square foot per inear
faot of the awning or
€ON0pY up 10 12 square

14" Max

AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS

Zoning Maximum

District/Use Height (ft) | Maximum Area (s.f.)

One (1) square foot per linear foot

of the awning or canopy up to 12
square feet 1 per street

Number of Signs Permitted

GC, SC/LM, TC, OS 14 feet

E. Permanent Window Signs.

The maximum area for a window sign is determined by measuring the width and height of the
outermost edges of the sign lettering or graphics.

Pl ¢
A
A8 AR

The area of 3 permanent

window sign may be as

perscribed in the table above or
16 5q. feet, whichever is less.

]

l’-‘J"ﬂ.
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WINDOW SIGNS
Zoning
District/Use Maximum Area (s.f.)

GC, SC/LM, OS | 25% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

R1, R2, R3, R20 | 10% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

50% of the entire window area or thirty-two (32) square feet whichever is
TC less

17.36.090 - Subdivision and community identification signs.

Subdivision and community identification signs are permitted in the right-of-way of monumented,
public streets or in locations approved by the Middletown Planning Commission. In addition, the following
conditions shall be met:

A.  Subdivision/community signs (1) Sshall not be positioned or located in such a manner as to
obstruct or otherwise interfere with the sight of motorists or pedestrians and their ability to safely
enter or exit the premises or traverse the rights-of-way.-rer (2) Sshall_not-they be located within
utility easements or in a location which will adversely impact utility lines.; (3) Tthe planning
commission shall have the authority to approve the location and orientation of the sign;

B. The sign shall be of a permanent nature, such as brick, stone or concrete, and shall be kept in
good repair and in safe, neat, clean and attractive condition by the community association, if
existing;

C. If a sign is located in a median strip or monumented island, no portion of the sign may be
located within ten (10) feet of any end of the median strip or monumented island.

17.36.100 - Pre-existing non-conforming signs and historic signs.

A. Any sign which was lawfully established in accordance with all applicable regulations in effect at the
time of its establishment but which does not conform to the requirements set forth in this chapter
shall be deemed a lawful non-conforming sign.

B. A lawful non-conforming sign may lawdully remain at its location, subject to the following conditions:

1. Lawful non-conforming signs shall be maintained in good repair and condition. Any such sign
which is determined by the town zoning administrator, town administrator or other authorized
town official not-te-be-s6 maintained or to be unsafe shall be restored, repaired, rebuilt, or
removed.

2. Except as otherwise provided herein, lawful non-conforming signs may not be enlarged,
extended, relocated structurally altered, or changed in nature or character.

3. The wording and content of a lawful non-conforming sign may be changed to accommodate and
reflect a change in use of the property from one business to a similar business occupying the
same property.

4. A lawfui non-conforming sign shall either be removed or altered to comply with the requirements
of this chapter when there is a substantial change in the use of the property on which the sign is
located, when there is a substantial alteration to the primary structure on the property on which
the sign is located or when there is a change in nature or character of the sign.

C. The owner of or other person responsible for a lawful non-conforming sign which sign is in violation
of any of the conditions set forth in this section shall correct such violation or remove such sign within

12
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ninety (90) days of being given notice of the violation and shall be subject to a fine and enforcement
measures as provided for in Chapter 17.08 of this title.-

D. Historic Signs. The burgess and board of commissioners may designate individual signs at its
discretion as historic signs. Historic signs shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter subject
to the following conditions:

1. Historic signs shall be kept in good repair and condition. Any such sign which is determined by
the town zoning administrator, town administrator or other authorized town official not to be so
maintained or to be unsafe shall be restored, repaired, rebuilt, or removed.

Historic signs may not be enlarged, extended, relocated or structurally altered.

Historic signs may not be displayed on any other portion of the property or building other than its
location on the date of the enactment of the ordinance codified in this chapter, and may not be
displayed on another property.

17.36.110 - Exempt signs.
A sign permit shall not be required for the following signs; provided, however, that all such signs shall
comply with the other applicable requirements of this chapter:

A.  Any public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable federal, state, or local law,
regulation or ordinance;

B. Signs erected by the town, county, state, or federal government in furtherance of their
governmental responsibility;

C. Signs prepared by or for the local, state or federal government marking sites or buildings of
historical significance;

D. lncidentalsigns-as-defined-herein;
E. Ballfield/sports complex signs and scoreboards.
F. Government sponsored banners affixed to light standards promoting community events.

G. Gasoline Price Signs as Required by Maryland Law: Maryland Law requires the price of gasoline
be posted on properties where it is sold and sets minimum standards for such posting. Signs
posting the price of gasoline shall not be included in the calculation of permitted sign area up to
a minimum required by State Law. That which exceeds the minimum required by State Law
shall be included in the calculation of sign area. Signs shall not exceed 8 feet in height.

17.36.120 - Removal of signs.

Any sign which advertises, identifies, or is otherwise related to or associated with a business, group,
event or activity which is no longer in existence or active shall, within ainety{(86} thirty (30) days from the
time such business, group, event or activity ceases, either be removed from the premises or altered or
resurfaced by the owner of the property on which the sign is located so that the sigr will not display
letters, numerals, symbols, figures, designs or any other device for visual communications pertaining to
the former business, group, event or activity. Upon petition of the owner of the property on which the sign
is located, the zoning administrator may, but is not required to, permit such sign to remain on the

premises for an additional pirety-(86} thirty (30) days. { Formatted: Strikethrough

 J

17.36.130 Temporary Signs

Other than as provided below and in subsections 17.36.130.B through 17.36.130.H, Temporary Signs ~— {Formaned: Indent: First line: 0"

shall meet the criteria set forth in Section 17.36.130.A Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations
by Zoning District. A Temporary Sign may be displayed as a ground sign or a wall sign, inclusive of a

Window Sign. Banner signs require permit approval by the Zoning Administrator. { Formatted: Font: Bold, Font color: Red
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A. General Criteria for Temporary Signs. A Temporary Sign must meet the criteria established for
the zoning district in which the Temporary Sign is located, as set forth and described below in
Table 17.36.130.A, Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations by Zoning District.
However, except as otherwise provided below, the general criteria and limitations in this
Section 17.36.130.A do not apply to A-Frame and T-Frame Signs, Banner Signs, and Feather

Flags. Incorporation of florescent color or exhibition of florescence, lightingor =8 ‘{Formatted: Font: Bold, Font color: Red

illumination, or movement are not allowed,

{Formanedz Font color: Red

TABLE 17.36.130.A Temporary Signs: General Criteria and Limitations by Zoning
District
ZONING DISTRICTS R1,R2, General Town Commercial - ‘[Formatted Table
R3,R20 Commercial, Service and MB Mixed
Residential Comm./Lt. Manu., Business Zoning
Zoning Open Space Zoning Districts
Districts Districts
Maximum Number of Signs 21 2 2
Per Parcel B
Maximum Sign Area? 6 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft 24 sq. ft.
Sign Height Maximum for a 4 ft. 6 ft. 6 ft.
Freestanding Sign
Sign Height Maximum for a o ft. 15 ft. 15 ft.
Wall Sign (inclusive of a
Window Sign?)
Minimum Setback/ Distance 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.
from Right of Way*
Minimum Spacing from any 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft.
Other Sign (Temporary Sign or
a Permanent Sign)
Permit Required No No No
Permission of Owner Required Yes Yes Yes
Allowed within a Sight No No No
Visibility Triangle
Allowed on Public Sidewalk / No No No
Right of Way
Duration 3 days after 3 days after event 3 days
event conclusion after event
conclusion conclusion

"In single-family residential zoning districts, each single-family residential use with at least one principal
structure may place up to 2 offsite Temporary Signs on private property for the purpose of directing the public to

a residential activity (e.g. real estate open house. garage/yard sale, estate sale). Said signs shall be displayed only
during the hours that the single-family residence is open for public inspection and shall not exceed 6 sq. ft. in area
per sign.

: Multiply the maximum sign area by the maximum number of signs to calculate the aggregate maximum sign
area. There is no limit to the number of separate messages that may appear on the allowable surface(s) of any
Temporary Sign.

" Window Signs shall not cover more than 25% of the first-floor window area.

* Minimum Sign Setbacks are measured from the edge of the property line. Setbacks do not apply to wall signs.

14
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B. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs must meet the
criteria and limitations set forth in the following Table 17.36.130.B A-Frame and T-Frame Signs:
Criteria and Limitations.

1. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may be placed
in single-family residential zoning districts only in conjunction with non- residential uses.

2. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs must be located adjacent to the parcel or business
advertised thereon, supported by a base of sufficient weight and durability to withstand
wind gusts, and maintained in_a professional manner free from fading, tearing, and
tattering.

3. A-Frame Signs and T-Frame Signs shall not be placed in raised or painted medians, with

stakes fastened to or driven into concrete, across the street from the business being
advertised, and must be placed at grade level

D {Fotmatted: Indent: First line: 0"

TABLE 17.36.130.B. A-Frame and
T-Frame Signs: Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Signs Two (2) per business'

Maximum Width Thirty (30) inches

Maximum Height Forty-eight (48) inches

Minimum Setback/Distance from Five (5) feet (Except in Town Commercial Zoning
Roadway District, where minimum shall be one (1) foot)

Maximum Width of Public Sidewalk that No more than one third (1/3) of the width of a public

the Sign May Obstruct sidewalk and must provide at least
four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance

Maximum Distance of Sign from Ten (10) feet with signs spaced at least

Building? twenty (20) feet apart

15
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Duration Only during hours when business is open
Allowed on Public Sidewalk / Right-of- Yes

Way

Allowed within a Sight Visibility Triangle No

Permit Required No

1The combined total number of A-Frame, T-Frame, and Flying Banner Signs shall not exceed four {4) per business.

2 Signs may be allowed at the perimeter of a multiple-tenant commercial/office complex or employment park
but only pursuant to an approved sign plan.

C. Banner Signs. Banner Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may be placed in single-+ -

family residential zoning districts only in conjunction with non-residential uses. Banner Signs
must meet the criteria and limitations set forth below in Table 17.36.1350.C. Banner Signs:
Criteria and Limitations.

| e | [

-\

Banner sign area must
be a5 prescrbed on
Table 1736.130C

15 men. spating between y
bannes and ary other signs J/
{along ground)

TABLE 17.36.130.C Banner Signs:
Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Banner Signs 1
Per Parcel/Business

Maximum Sign Area 40 sq. ft. for occupancies up to 5,000 sq. ft.

80 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 5,000 sq. ft. up to
15,000 sq. ft.
120 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 15,000 sq. ft. up
to 50,000 sq. ft.; or

180 sq. ft. for occupancies greater than 50,000 sq. ft.

Sign Height Maximum if displayed 8 ft.
as a Freestanding Sign

16
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Minimum Sign Setback if displayed 3 ft.
as a Ground Signs?

Minimum Spacing from any Other 15 ft.
Sign (Temporary Sign or a

Permanent Sign 3)

Permit Required Yes
Allowed on Public Sidewalk / Right No
of Way

Allowed within a Sight Visibility No
Triangle

Duration No more than 120 days per year in the aggregate
Duration Allowed After Conclusion 1day
of an Event if the Sign Pertains to an

Event

Movement Allowed No

I___The square footage limitation is per side for a_double-sided Banner Sign. For example, a 40 square foot

limitation means there is a limit of 40 square feet of surface area per side of the double-sided Banner Sign.
2 Minimum Sign Setbacks are measured from the edge of the property line. Setbacks do not apply to a
Banner Sign displayed on walls.
3 Not applicable to signs displayed on Flagpoles.

D. Feather Flag Signs. Feather Flag Signs must meet the criteria and limitations set forth below in
Table 17.36.130.D. Feather Flag Signs: Criteria and Limitations.

l. Feather Flag Signs are permitted in all zoning districts but may be placed in single- family
residential zoning districts only in conjunction with non-residential uses.

2. Feather Flag Signs must be located adjacent to the parcel or business advertised thereon,
supported by a base of sufficient weight and durability to withstand wind gusts, and

s e

maintained in a professional manner free from fading, tearing, and tattering.

3. Feather Flag Signs shall not be placed in raised or painted medians, with stakes fastened
to or driven into concrete, or across the street from the business being advertised and
must be placed at grade level.
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12' squared
max area

1' max. width

prs— 12’ max height

Minimum distance from curb 4' or sign
height. whichever is greater

¥

20
Mun,,
N Tum .2
ang :n (Parhe,s tance
Ny Othe, ) Signg
'9n

TABLE 17.36.130.D Feather Flag Signs:

Criteria and Limitations

Maximum Number of Flying Banner
Signs

Two (2) per parcel or business'

Maximum Sign Area 12 sq. ft.
ISign Height 12 ft.

IMinimum Setback

4 feet from edge of curb, or a distance equal to the
height of the Feather Flag Sign, whichever is greater.

Minimum Distance From an Access

Drive or Street Intersection 30 fi.
IMinimum Distance from another

Feather Flag, A-Frame or T- Frame 20 ft.
Sign

Permit Required No

Allowed on Public Sidewalk / Right of

Yes on a public sidewalk, subject to the criteria and

[Way?

limitations herein

Allowed within a Sight Visibility
Triangle

No

Duration

No more than 120 days per year in the aggregate

Maximum Width of Public Sidewalk

No more than one third (1/3) of width of public

that the Sign May Obstruct

sidewalk, and in all instances, there must be at
least four (4) feet of sidewalk clearance
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Lighting or [llumination Allowed No

Movement Allowed - Yes

! The combined total number of Feather Flag Signs, A-Frame Signs, and T-Frame Signs shall not exceed four (4) per
business.

2 Government Signs displaying government speech are not subject to Chapter 17.36.
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FREESTANDING SIGNS

A.

Freestanding Signs

Max height by
district/use (see
table)

FREESTANDING SIGNS

Zoning District/Use

Maximum Height (ft)

Maximum Area (s.f.)

Number or Sign, Permitted

GC, SC/LM, TC*, M8,
oS

8 feet

one (1) square foot
per five (5) linear
feet of street
frontage up to max.
of 50 feet

1 per street

GC - commercial 8 feet one (1) square foot 1 per street
shopping, office and per five (5) linear
industrial centers feet of street

frontage up to max.

of 120 feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 4 feet one (1) square foot 1 per street
subdivision signs per five (5) linear

feet of street

frontage up to max.

of 70 square feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 4 feet one (1) square foot 1 per street
special exception uses per five (5) linear

feet of street

frontage up to max.

of 32 square feet
R20, R1, R2, R3 - 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street

special exception uses
within dwellings

*For permitted non-residential uses




WALL-MOUNTED SIGNS

B. Flush, Wall-Mounted Signs.

'h

I wall signs may be no greater than 25

off the ground and no greater than 1

square foot in area for each linear foot =miw.

of building frontage with max. of 100" :

or 50" if in zones R20, R1, R2, R3 for a
special exception use.

B i \
-, 2 \
Pt 0 il
3 |
: i

WALL MOUNTED SIGNS

Zoning
District/Use

Maximum Height
(ft)

Maximum Area (s.f.)

Number of Signs Permitted

one (1) square foot

for each linear foot

of building frontage
with max. of 100

GC, SC/LM, TC,
MB, 0OS 25 feet feet 1 per street
one (1) square foot
R20, R1, R2,R3 — for each linear foot
special exception of building frontage
uses 25 feet with max. of 50 feet 1 per street
R20,R1,R2,R3 -
special exception
uses within
dwellings 2 feet 2 square feet 1 per street




PROJECTING SIGNS

C. Projecting Signs.

PROJECTING
SIGNS
Zoning Maximum
District/Use Height (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.) Number of Signs Permitted
One (1) square foot per linear
GC, SC/LM, TC, foot of building frontage up to
MB, OS 14 feet 12 square feet 1 per street

| 1l R oo
The area of a sign LE R =
| may be 1 square il ==

foot per linear foot

of building frontage

up to 12 square feet
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No sign shall project more than . I
48 inches (4 feet) from the |
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AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS

D. Awning and Canopy Signs.
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I i | Area of an awning or
1 canopy sign may be no
l | g greater than one (1)
square foot per linear
foot of the awning or
canopy up to 12 square
feet -
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AWNING AND CANOPY SIGNS

Number of Signs Permitted

Zoning Maximum
District/Use Height (ft) Maximum Area (s.f.)
One (1) square foot per linear foot
of the awning or canopy up to 12
GC, SC/LM, TC, OS 14 feet square feet 1 per street




PERMANENT WINDOW SIGNS

E. Permanent Window Signs.

The area of a
permanent
window sign
may be as
prescribed in
the table
above or 16
square feet,
whichever 1s
less.

The area of a permanent
window sign may be as
perscribed in the table above or

— T 1 T T B - s b T 1 |
e 5750 s v S e
S ——— EE’* T

WINDOW SIGNS

Zoning
District/Use Maximum Area (s.f.)

GC, SC/LM, OS | 25% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

R1, R2, R3, R20 | 10% of the entire window area or sixteen (16) square feet whichever is less

50% of the entire window area or thirty-two (32) square feet whichever is
TC less




