Sustainability Committee September 16" Meeting Agenda, August 19" Meeting Minutes:

Pollinator Seed Library at the Middletown Library
Green Lecture Series: Paul Tukey, Black Bear's Recap
Library Green Expo

Heritage Days 9/27/25

Frederick County Day of Action in October

Upcoming Community Service Projects for Town
Chimney Swift Tower Signage

Cone Branch Tree Trall

Community Compost Bin Signage

October Recycling Event

Next Meeting: Tuesday October 215t 4:00 PM.

08 19 205 Middletown Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes

Date: Tuesday, August 19, 2025
Time: 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

In attendance: Kevin Stottlemyer, Pam McDonald, John Lain (Middletown Glen), Jim Roessler (guest
speaker), Gary Madonna, Bill Spare, J] Hartner, Emily Bomgardner from the Middletown Library, Sean
O’Keefe, Agnesanne Danehey

Meeting Discussion Items:
1. July Minute meetings approved.

2. Guest introduction (Jim returned from last month’s meeting): The green team welcomed Jim Roessler to
the meeting. In summary, Jim is proposing creating a Cone Branch Nature Trail to enhance the existing
Cone Branch walking path. He proposed enhancing the wildflowers along the path that goes up the to
primary school gate. There is an open area there with some wildflowers already, but could be enhanced
with the removal of invasives and adding more beneficial plants. He also suggested planting some

PawPaw trees along the trail. He reported that he has seen over 90 species of birds on the trail! Jim also is

putting the finishing touches on his tree trail list (21 trees identified that will need to be tagged). Jim
reported he has written up information about each tree and would like to have corresponding QR code
that will link the tree sign to the town website. Jim also proposes adding two signs to the Cone Branch

trail with a little history about the trail, the habitat, and introduction to the wildlife and trees. He proposes

adding a taller stake for the tree identification than the ones used at Wiles Branch Trail. Gary reported



10.

11.

12.

that the tree stakes at Wiles Branch have been pulled out or damaged by mowers. Jim is submitting Cone
Branch Tree Trail updates to the Middletown Magazine on a monthly basis. There is a Tree of Heaven
along the trail that is loaded with spotted lantern flies—needs to be cut down but could be on private
property. The committee is so grateful for all his volunteer efforts. Other ideas suggested: put on the
website a list of wildflowers and a list of birds.

Paul Tukey speaker for September/Pollinator Seed Library and Display Cases at Library. Paul Tukey will
speak at the library on Saturday, September 20 at 11 a.m. Ann has emailed all Green Team members the
flyer that we would like to have distributed widelyl! The library display case is advertising the talk along
with the Sustainability committees information about Why Go Native? We are doing a big outreach
effort to other county green teams, master naturalists and master gardeners, the library will also do
outreach. We will also launch our native seed library on September 20 after the Tukey talk. Ann has
arranged for some master naturalists to be present to help residents with seed selection.

October 18 for Middletown Recycling event. Agnesanne is planning the event. She has commitments
from Yuck Old Paint, the Buddy Project, Helpsy, the metals guy. She will contact Janet Fox to see if she
is willing to update last year’s flyer.

Chimney Swift Tower update—Pam reported that the sign has been ordered and is being printed.

Heritage Day booth for September 27. Kevin will send out a volunteer sign up list. The outreach
committee will meet to decide on the theme and materials needed. Pam suggested that we reuse the
library display case presentation as it is all ready to go and time is short.

October day of service to help with taking care of our trees at Wiles Branch—cages around trees and
young trees on the hill.

Library Green Expo with Middletown Sustainability committee— do we want to be a part of the
planning? We will be added to Emily’s email list for future planning meetings. Looking for 45-40
vendors. Food trucks. Our team will have a table. The event is being planned for March 28 at the library
with vendors inside and outside the library.

Town compost bin at Memorial park. Ann wanted to discuss having better exposure. Add a sign at the
street and at the bin. This was agreed by the committee.

Kevin reported he has scheduled a Green Talk about Black Bears for the Green Talk library series for
September 9 at 6 p.m. Jeff McAfee from DNR will be the speaker.

JJ is willing to set up a volunteer sign up on our greenmiddletown.com website. Pam will connect him
with Monica Hauser who has the credentials for logging onto the site.

Next meeting: Tuesday, September 16 at 4 p.m.


http://greenmiddletown.com/

